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DR CUXNINGHAlVrs "THE QUAKERS," &c. 

" The Quakers ; from their Origin till the present Time : 
an International History. By John Cunningham, 
D.D., Author of * The Church History of Scotland/ 
&c. Edinburgh : J. Menzie« & Co. London : 
Hamilton, Adams, & Co. 1868." 

We must not expect in this busy world that 
many will stop to inquire into that religious 
system which has been made repulsive by 
being called "Quakerism." Even had its 
name been attractive, few would have taken 
the trouble ; for to get fairly into it requires 
attention as well as candour. But they who 
profess to show what it is, and to give its 
"history," are bound to be painstaking in 
the matter ; and if, with adequate materials 
before them, they fail alike in accuracy and 
fairness, the failure is discreditable. The 
grand blot upon this very readable but repre- 
hensible book is its total misrepresentation 
of the doctrine of the Society of Friends. It 
is the less excusable, because the author again 
and again cites from our authorized Book of 
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2 DR CUNNINGHAM S "THE QUAKERS 

"Doctrine, Practice^ and Discipline," and 
must therefore have known where he was 
bound to look for the acknowledged doctrine 
of our body. Not a single extract from, or 
reference to, this our only authorized state- 
ment upon this all-important subject, has the 
" Historian " made, while he lets us know 
that it was in his hands. He knows, as well 
as we, that our title to be a Christian Church 
depends upon our doctrine; and yet, when 
treating of our doctrine, he suppresses all re- 
ference to it as set forth in the book before 
him, entitled the "Doctrine" (as well as 
practice and discipline) of our Church, and 
clothed with its collective and express autho- 
rity. He prefers to draw, for our doctrine, 
upon individual writers of controversial days, 
who were not exempt from the heated mind 
that leads into extremes, rather than upon 
the deliberate " deliverance " of the Society 
itself, in its legislative body (or Yearly Meet- 
ing) assembled. Of course, if his purpose 
were ridicule rather than truth, it could only 
he thus obtained. For no man having a 
Christian character to lose, could have 
assailed with ridicule the orthodox "Doc- 
trine " of our authorized book ; while it 
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DR CHNNINGHAM's " THE QUAKERS.'' 8 

might be easy enough for an unbecoming 
levity to take advantage of the slips of good 
but excited men, whether in word or act, in 
order to pour contempt both upon their 
persons and their views. Those men we are 
not careful to defend as free from humrn 
infirmity; while vast allowance is to be 
made for the times in which they lived, no 
less than for the zeal of their own spirits. 
No grand move has been made in the world, 
by human instrumentality, without enthu- 
siasm. Who now will vindicate all that 
Luther did and everything he said ? Violent 
opposition and cruel persecution were never 
the true palliatives of excitement. And if 
orthodox professors had not been atrocious 
persecutors, some extremes on the part of 
the first Friends, both in statement and 
action, might never have appeared. 

Enough, that from the very rise of the So- 
ciety, not only the body itself, but the indivi- 
dual members, have always, upon appeal being 
made as to their faith, declared it to be 
orthodox.* If there be any discrepancy in 



* We maintain this, in spite of the assertion in this hook 
(p. 78), **In truth it must be told that, tried by creeds, the 
Quakeru are very heterodox." 
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4 DR Cunningham's "the Quakers." 

doctrinal stiitement, between their solemn 
declarations of orthodoxy and their multi- 
tudinous controversial writings, we shall be 
only just to their honesty in accepting the 
former as their settled belief, and thus taking 
them at their own more deliberate word. 
Even that notable apostate from, and un- 
wearied adversary of, the early Friends, 
Francis Bugg (from whom, it might appear, 
Dr Cunningham had drawn their doctrine), 
says of " the Quakers' confession before the 
House of Commons," which he cites from 
Gerhard Croese's History : " I must confess 
this confession, if sincere, is somewhat to the 
purpose — viz., ' I believe with my heart, and 
confess with my mouth, the Sacred Scriptures 
to be Divine, left us by men inspired by 
God, as an exact rule of our Faith and Be- 
haviour; and I profess to believe in one 
only God who is the Father, and in Jesus 
Christ His Eternal Son, very God and very 
Man, and in the Holy Spirit, one and the 
same God with the Father and Son, blessed 
for evermore.' " * 



* F. Bugg's '* Brief History of the Rise, Growth, and Progress 
ot Quakerism." Loudon, 1697, page 63. 
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So much for what the early Friends of the 
seventeenth century really believed and ac- 
knowledged ; while it is not material whether 
all the expressions of individuals were in 
harmony with that standard of doctrine put 
forth on the authority of our Church, to 
which, we repeat, the Doctor should have 
referred before he undertook to describe the 
tenets he has so injuriously misrepresented. 
Who before him has abused the gravity of 
ecclesiastical history, by making a Church 
responsible for all the sayings and doings of 
any one of its members, when its own ac- 
credited " doctrine, practice, and discipline " 
could be consulted and relied on ? It is not 
needful, therefore, to attempt setting right 
what is imputed to individuals in these 
random pages ; yet a word upon the sarcasm, 
page 1 8, on the revelations of George Fox, 
may not be out of place. George Fox tells 
us himself, abundantly, of that diligent read- 
ing of his Bible which preceded his spiritual 
impressions. Does what he says therefore 
amount to more than this, that the Spirit 
had so vividly applied to his heart the truths 
already (however unconsciously) laid up in 
his memory, that he saw them in a new and 



Digitized by 



Google 



a DR CUNNIXGHAM's " THE QUAKERS." 

heavenly vision ? '^ Again, as to Fox's lan- 
guage at Nottingham (page 21), as to how 
opinions are to be tried, there can be no doubt 
that R. Barclay (the apologist) perfectly un- 
derstood his views, and those of the other 
early Friends.; yet he, on their behalf and 
with their assent, strongly asserts that opinions 
(doctrines) were to be decided by the Scrip- 
tures. Dr C. speaks of " the difficulty in the 
Quaker creed " (page 309) ; but it is solved 
when it is distinctly recognised, as we can 
prove it was and is, among Friends, that the 
internal, whenever opposed to the external, 
revelation, must ever be reckoned a delusion. 

At page 329 we find this assertion : " Sen- 
sible Quakers are deterred from speaking 
(preaching) because they cannot clearly dis- 
criminate between the Spirit's operations and 
their own good thoughts." 

Unquestionably the intellectual and able 
may thus feel more doubtful and reluctant. 
But a valid call to this work of the ministry 

• Why could not the Doctor have placed by the side of this 
passage, one on which we offer no sentiment, but which he 
quotes without a word of dissent (page 269) from the experience 
of the Emperor Alexander : ** It was not till 1812 that he began 
to read his Bible, when he found it bore witness to the precious 
testimonies of the Holy Spirit in his heart, and then he knew 
what they were and whence they came." 
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will make itself heard above all doubts and 
hesitations, and eventually overcomes all the 
resistanca In this place, as in many others, 
Dr C. proceeds in absolute contravention of 
facts ; able and intellectual men are among 
our ministers; and the number of men is 
much larger than of women who minister. 
He speaks (note, p. 330) of a "right to vote : " 
it is the fact that all voting is unknown 
to the Church-meetings of Friends. In 
** Monthly Meetings" the preliminary ar- 
rangements for a marriage are made, but the 
solemnization is not in the Monthly Meeting, 
as he states, but always in a meeting for 
worship. Page 331: "The previous meet- 
ing" is the "Yearly Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders" of which the "Morning Meet- 
ing" is the representative body, just as the 
" Meeting for Sufferings " is that of the Yearly 
Meeting at large. It is the " Morning Meet- 
ing" that consists of Ministers (and Elders) 
alone, and not the Meeting for Sufferings. 
There is now no revising body of MSS., &c. 
The Society has discountenanced " music and 
dancing," not as " sinful amusements," but as 
leading to them (page 334). But we milst 
really leave the task of pointing out inaecu- 
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racies so abounding, even of some we had 
mixrked for correction. 

Next in gravity to the unwarrantable 
travesty of our true and accredited "Doc- 
trine " here exhibited, seems the ignoring of 
the genuine influences of the Holy Spirit, as 
operating upon the lives and labours even of 
those Friends whom the author so unre- 
servedly praises. All appears to be referred 
to their peculiar notion of " Inward Light," 
rather than to the living and life-giving work 
of the healthful Spirit of God. Here is a 
contradiction in theology, and an offence 
against truth, which it is for Dr C. to reconcile 
and explain. He describes characters that 
rould only have been what they were by 
Divine Grace ; and yet their subjection to 
the operation and the call of the Holy Spirit 
is never attributed to that alone source of 
trae spiritual life and service, but to some 
notional illusion peculiar to themselves ! 
Into the measure of the offence which refers 
the operations of the Spirit of God to the 
mere delusions of men, we shrink from in- 
quiring ; nor shall we comment on the obvi- 
ous violation of charity, and of all l>ecoming 
candour, so often displayed. We leave this 
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part of the subject with the assertion that 
fiiiits, such as the lives pourtrayed in the 
latter pages of this work conspicuously 
brought forth, mitst have been the fruits of 
the Spirit; and "by their fruits ye shall 
know them." 

If the misrepresentations of this, probably 
popular and confessedly very readable book, 
were not so serious, we could gladly have 
dwelt more than space now permits on the 
more pleasing features of the portraiture. 

The allusion (p. 107) to what Friends have 
done for " Liberty of Conscience " is among 
these : so (p. 249) are some good observations 
upon the place they have given to women, 
and the mistake which, in this respect, other 
Churches have made. At page 306 also, vv^e 
find an ungrudging acknowledgment of their 
true part in that missionary work from which 
they have sometimes been deemed to stand 
aloof. Upon the whole, we would fain hope 
that Dr C. may not have seen, as he may 
now see, all that must be involved in what 
he has adopted as a true representation of 
the doctrinal " platform " of Friends. Still 
we cannot accept his really cordial admissions 
of some of our good points in satisfaction for 
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his ignoring the soundness of their root. A 
work so sketchy, inaccurate, and volatile, 
should never have been dignified with the 
name of history. If it convey injurious 
error, its being clever and amusing enough 
to get it into circulation only adds to the 
wrong. 



W. KELLY'S ATTACK ON FRIENDS. 

** Lectures on the New Testament Doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit." By W. KeUy. London: W. H. Broom. 
18G8. 

They who desire to serve the cause of Truth 
are sometimes in difficulty from the doubt, 
whether the good to result from exposing 
error will overbalance the evil of bringing 
that error into view. If I felt this difficulty 
strongly in the case of Dr Cunningham s 
erroneous statements in his book, "The 
Quakers," &c,, so as to delay my notice of it 
(next No. of Friends' Examiner) till I knew 
it was being reviewed and read, I feel it still 
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more with regard to the work now in ques- 
tion, which distinctly presents the doctrine 
of Friends as heresy. 

I ordered it, as many others may do, on 
the strength of its title, "The New Testa- 
ment Doctrine of the Holy Spirit,'* in the 
expectation of meeting with that which 
might valuably illustrate and confirm our 
own views ; but my eye was soon arrested 
by a special "appendix," devoted to the 
odious office of fastening heterodoxy upon our 
religious body; and sustaining this charge 
not only by a most injurious citation from 
Mosheim, but by extracts from Fox, Penn, Bar- 
clay, and Pennington ; which do not lessen the 
difficulty already hinted at. It is, however, 
outweighed by the impression that there may 
be a service in attempting to show how these 
things should be received and endured, with- 
out annoyance or unsettlement. 

There may be among our members, at- 
tracted by the title like myself, two classes 
of readers ; those who, being lK)und to ortho- 
dox doctrine, are stumbled by these attacks ; 
and those who are more indiflferent, being un- 
impressed as to their own responsibilities in 
the maintenance of sound doctrine by the 
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Church with which they are associated. It 
is not to the latter that these observations 
are addressed, but solely to the former, whose 
adhesion to the Church is alone of value to 
her true prosperity. Grant, for argument's 
sake, that the extracts of this appendix are 
not garbled ; grant that much more to the 
same effect might be culled from our old 
controversialists; and what, as it seems to 
me, is the reasonable reply ? — ^that we deal 
with the Society as with one we love when 
he smiles upon us, and ignore his less pleas- 
ing antecedents. 

It would have saved a vast amount of 
Church dijfficulty, and might still save some 
trouble, to take the simple and rational view 
— and to let all the " malignants," like Cun- 
ningham and Kelly, know that we take it — 
that we never hold ourselves responsible for 
our individual authors. There is no autho- 
rizing body for such authors now, as Cun- 
ningham asserts ; and even when there was 
such a body, did any one of us imagine that 
because it had given permission to print to 
Henry Tuke and Joseph John Gumey (as 
well as to the older writers) we had been 
made responsible for all their pages ? 
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We have to do, not with antecedents, but 
with the thing as it is. There would be no 
end to stumbling and vacillation on the part 
of our best members, if place were allowed to 
the miserable bondage these opponents of our 
body would fix upon us, of being held 
responsible, as a Church, for any other doc- 
trine, under any name, however honourable, 
than that which the Church itself has set 
forth, in its authorized book of *' Doctrine " 
(Practice and Discipline). 

I have been permitted to know much of 
the best minds in our Society in my day. 
They have been one in the sentiment that in 
the public documents issued by the Yearly 
Meeting (far apart from all the publications 
of individuals, however partially sanctioned) 
alone is to be found the matter which can 
be accepted as the judgment of the Church. 
Samuel Tuke, alluding to what had been a 
perplexing subject in his day for those who 
felt they must ouly be identified with ortho- 
dox belief, made this remark, or to this efiect, 
"' I find in the public documents of the 
Society the avowal of all the great truths of 
the Gospel, and therefore cannot be out of 
fellowship with the Society in holding and 
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avowing them. It has disavowed also every 
heretical doctrine which has been charged 
upon it." Thus he re-assured himself, when 
annoyed, as we are now annoyed, by the im- 
putations of opposers; and fell back upon 
the authorized " Doctrine " of our Church, in- 
stead of upon any individual authors when they 
were ransacked to serve the purpose of such 
opposers. 

To forget the things that are behind, and 
reach forth to those that are before, may be 
wisdom and strength in the life of Churches 
as well as of Christians. What have we to 
do with antecedents, if that with which we 
come in contact is satisfactory ? If I am 
brought into the "large room" of a theocratic 
Church, with the sense that its doctrine is 
that of the New Testament, why should I be 
looking back with misgiving as to the road 
that was first cast up toward it ? What to 
me that there were rugged, or (if you will) even 
crooked ways in any portion of the rout« ? 
That there was rubbish here, and (if you will) 
sloughs there ? If I am within the safe in- 
closure of a Scriptural Church, warm with 
the unction of Christ s immediate administra- 
tion by the Spirit, am I to go out again into 
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the cold of ritual and ceremonial, because I 
do not like all the footprints on the path that 
led to my true home ? 

With regard to the body of the book at 
the head of this paper, the little notice I shall 
take of it is more than it deserves. To strike 
out some semblance of new ideas, and give 
them force by a self-sufficient dogmatism, 
seems the aim. But almost all it really adds 
to one's information may be found at p. 99, 
inthese two assertions — 1. They [the Quakers] 
are the very class which .... are most 
ignorant of the truth of the Holy Ghost's 
presence; 2. They cannot believe in any 
special personal presence of the Holy Ghost 
— with many others, equally new and equally 
untrue, which space prevents noting. 

One remark in conclusion. After these 
fresh attempts to point against us weapons 
out of an armoury held to be our own, a wise 
and understanding Church, warned by the 
things suflFered, will of course cautiously 
avoid in future every species of sanction to 
individual authors. 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF FRIENDS. 

1. Why so little AcctPTEO. 

2. How ^IlSREPRESENTED. 

3. What they really are. 

1. Why SO little accepted. — Their prin- 
ciples were not likely to make way in Scot- 
land, where strong Predestinarian views 
prevailed, than which nothing, save actual 
heterodoxy, can be more opposed to the 
principles of Friends. In Ireland, where a 
religion of Ritualism obtained, there was 
the same improbability that such principles 
would be accepted. But in England, where 
there was a shaking among the dry bones of 
empty profession w^hen the Friends arose, it 
was more to be expected that they should 
obtain adherents. They stood u[), in fact, 
out of this general shaking, as a little army 
of valiants for simple truth, stripped of form 
and ritual. Their very peculiarities, for 
which they deemed there was sanction in 
the language and the restrictions of Holy 
Scripture, did not then oppose obstacles to 
companying with them. For those, attracted 
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toward them in that day of awakening, were 
also earnest seekers after truth, and therefore 
themselves eccentric, in the estimate of the 
world. How far, as religious fermentation 
subsided, the derisive name of "Quaker," 
giving a colour of absurdity to "quaker" 
peculiarities, may have obstructed, in after 
times, the acceptance of our principles, it 
might not be easy to decide. It was (as I 
have elsewhere insisted) a grievous error, 
showing little knowledge of human nature 
and less of the world, for Friends ever, in 
any degree, to have reconciled themselves to 
that term of opprobrium, investing at first 
view, all that belongs to a wise and estimable 
body, with a hue of the ridiculous! An 
adverse judgment of a body so signalised is 
sure to be formed, which, however superficial 
and reprovable, is immeasurably disadvan- 
t^eous to the ready reception of teaching 
from such a body. And it ought to have 
been seen that the conniving by Friends at a 
term of endless ridicule as their appellation 
was but to sanction a real obstruction to the 
"advancement and spreading of the truth." 
It was but to do more, and still worse, to run 
the risk of alienating the children of our 
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people ; for the young, unfortified against 
it, know not how to withstand the shaft of 
ridicule. There has been a sort of wonder- 
ment, ignorant and vulgar of course, yet not 
gratifying, that " Quakers " could do anything 
like other people. Our good friend Bernard 
Barton's verses were wondered at, as those of 
a " Quaker poet ! " English grammar, being 
" the art of speaking the English language 
with propriety^' might, one may well sup- 
pose, be looked for from a Friend; but 
great would have been the wonderment of 
gaping pupils and astonished schools, had 
they been told that Lindley Murray was a 
" Quaker ! " Many injurious imputations 
upon " Quakers " have grown out of the 
name : perhaps one of the least ofi'ensive has 
been that they were mere " Quietists ; " but 
I think our valued John Bright must, among 
his many other services, have done something, 
in his time, to abate this particular imputa- 
tion. 

Thus it is evident how little Friends are 
known or understood. I have sometimes 
almost smiled to meet, in our published 
documents, with such expressions as "our 
well-known testimonies." Those who know 
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the world, and move in general society, are 
but too well aware that, among the few things 
within reach of inquiry, but which those 
reputed to be thoroughly well-informed do 
not, and are not expected to know, are these 
well-known matters as to the Society of 
Friends. Even such persons only speak of 
them, if the subject happen to arise, to pro- 
claim their ignorance. Nor do I know of 
any book whatsoever of an outsider, from so- 
called "history" down to tale and novel, 
professing to represent "Quakers," that has 
not utterly failed in drawing a true likeness. 
I cannot except even " Clarkson's Portraiture 
of Quakerism," because with deep respect for 
his memory, and with the sense of his desire 
to describe favourably, he had so imperfect 
an apprehension of om* orthodox doctrine, 
that, in this most vital point, his work may 
have operated as a thorough misrepresenta- 
tion. It is so verbose and heavy, that it is 
very little read now, or this would be more 
serious and injurious. There has not been, 
in general, much desire to become better 
acquainted with the Friends. First impres- 
sions of them have been formed under pre- 
judice through imputed eccentricity; and it 
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is not easy to dislodge first impressions. But 
if a nearer approach is made to the know- 
ledge of our principles, then, among the 
reasons why they do not make way, must be 
considered the fact, that the inquirer (unless 
spiritually prepared) revolts at principles and 
practices in regard to Divine Worship, that 
throw the oniLS on each individual, instead 
of on the stated Minister. Self-examination, 
contrition, and prayer, belong to spiritual 
worship, and to labour in these, instead of to 
listen to others, would by most professors be 
disliked, and by the multitude be detested. 

Then, again, when it is found that the 
Friends do not practise water-baptism, to 
which they deny a perpetual place in the 
dispensation of Christ, there is another 
stumbling-block. Probably a still greater 
one arises, when it is also found that they 
do not take the "bread and wine" (which 
even the Unitarians uphold), believing that 
Christ deals out substance and not symbol 
(Rev. iii. 20) in His own dispensation. The 
general mind has been so trained to believe 
in these "sacraments," that it can hardly 
fathom how any body of Christians sliould 
give them up, and is too much shocked to 
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care for knowing the ground of their disuse. 
Certainly, as the grand implements for sub- 
stitutive religion in the Christian Church, 
vast powers have been marshalled for their 
maintenance and defence. Early corruption, 
tradition, and legislation have joined their 
forces, to exalt ritual, as well as to necessitate 
the priest ; and for those who still succumb 
to these forces great allowance should be 
made. 

Such appear to me some of the reasons 
why our principles have not made way. It 
may be thought that too much is here attached 
to certain of these reasons, especially to the 
drawback of our unhappy appellation. Yet 
great must have been the disadvantage of a 
name, in regard to which it would have been 
a relief had it been taken even from that of 
a founder, like " Wesleyan," however undesir- 
able ; and which if taken from a country or 
a tenet, as " Moravian," or " Presbyterian," 
would never have invited, in the same way, 
lampoon and caricature. In all this there is 
a species of social disability, somewhat akin 
to demarcation by ca^te ; and the recognition 
of the title by Friends in their public docu- 
ments as their description, remains to me a 
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matter of astonishment. It could never have 
saddled them and settled upon them in civi- 
lised times had they always repudiated it. 
That they did not is the more puzzling, 
because they have been ever keen to perceive, 
and alive to feel, whatever, whether legida- 
tive, in print, or otherwise, they have con- 
sidered would touch them unfavourably. 
Can . it have been that, in this one instance, 
they acquiesced, and tolerated the dis- 
paraging term, from some ascetic view that, 
as it set the world against them, it might 
hinder intercourse with it ? But He whose 
ways are above our ways, when desiring 
that His disciples might be " kept from the 
evil,'' expressly set the guard against their 
being " taken out of the world." 

2. How misrepresented. — I have some- 
times felt at a loss to account for the many 
misrepresentations made and renewed of the 
Society of Friends. That a body at once so 
inoffensive and so philanthropic, so quiet 
and yet so useful, should be thus assailed 
from its beginning even until now, is a 
remarkable fact ; and (as one does not wish 
to suppose the world more malicious than it 
is) one that seems to require a little inquiry 
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for its cause. Some of the really good — 
even the excellent of the earth, from Bunyan 
of the " Pilgrim's Progress " on to later times 
— ^have displayed a recoil from the profession 
of the Friends, that invites investigation into 
the reason why such a strange thing should be. 

Had the opposition proceeded only from 
the unspiritual, it would have been perfectly 
intelligible. The insistence of Friends, from 
their beginning, upon the essentiality of the 
inward transforming work of true religion, 
would have accounted for the enmity of the 
lovers of darkness rather than light. But it 
is a noticeable fact, that some of the most 
stringent opponents of Friends have been 
unquestionably holy men. 

Can it have been from any supposed un- 
certainty of sound, on the great subject of 
Christian doctrine, in some of the statements 
of those prominent, among us ? Did any of 
our early authors, in their anxiety to exalt 
those portions of truth which they were so 
instrumental in recovering to the attention 
of the Church, dwell upon them somewhat 
exclusively, so that he who should take his 
system of religion from their statements, 
rather than from Holy Scripture, might get 
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only a partial view of revealed Christian 
truth ? And if so, then just so far as indivi- 
duals within our borders, in modem times, 
have maintained that such statements were 
authoritative, so far have they increased the 
misunderstanding ; and when — as in some 
controversies of our own days — they have 
done so publicly, they have extended the 
misrepresentation also. It is quite con- 
sistent with respect for our early controversi- 
alists to appreciate their circumstances, their 
dangers, and their tendencies, which call for 
candid allowance. And it was probably the 
want of this just allowance for them, accord- 
ing to their trying position between the two 
fires of zeal and persecution, that led to so 
injurious an estimate of them and of their 
tenets, on the part of such men as Bunyan 
and Baxter. Direct public attempts are still 
made to fasten upon us the upholding of a 
religious system, not only other than the 
Christian, but antagonistic to it. This 
charge is founded upon passages in some 
of our old writers, which, it is alleged, set 
forth another way of salvation — or accept- 
ance with God — than that declared in the 
New Testament ; and it is further alleged. 
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that these passages assume a special revela- 
tion of this more excellent way to the first 
Friends; and that such revelation is the 
primary rule of faith, whatever subordinate 
uses may belong to the Scriptures. These 
misrepresentations are, in substance, the alle- 
gations ; they are remarkable, and could 
they be sustained, would succeed in showing 
us up as heterodox. If, therefore, any of the 
passages in question should furnish a colour 
of support to them, it will be seen at once 
how injurious to our Church are claims for 
the authority of individual authors. Who- 
ever among ourselves, by asserting such 
claims, assists these allegations, becomes 
involved in heavy responsibility. Those 
only are true to their profession as Friends 
who maintain the original position, taken up 
in the rise of the Society, and before it had 
a literature of its own, of absolute independ- 
ence of all human creeds. There is no vigour 
in tradition; no freshness in being taught 
"by the precept of men." Nothing can be 
more unlike the energy of individual convic- 
tion that led our forefathers to their strenu- 
ous conflict with error, than that leaning to 
their authority which has marked some of 
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their successors. It is decay, not vitality, 
that relies upon tradition. 

But it is rather my present purpose to 
show that whatever charges are made against 
us, and however sought to be substantiated, 
they cannot be sustained against our acknow- 
ledged doctrine (see our book of "Doctrine, 
Practice, and Discipline,'' issued under the 
Yearly Meeting's authority), and do not 
impair our present position. Even if it were 
asserted (and of such an assertion, whenceso- 
ever it comes, we must say " an enemy hath 
done this"), that the doctrine of our author- 
ised book is another thing from that of the 
early Friends according to some of their 
statements ; still, I see not that our present 
position ought to be thereby affected ; and, 
instead of embarking in the very unwise 
attempt to reconcile that for which we arc 
not responsible, with that which we do autho- 
rise, on this vital point of the doctrine of 
our Church, it seems to me much better to 
take the ground that we have no need to do 
so ; nor to l)e anxious about a reconciliation 
between statements of individual authors, 
made in different periods of our ecclesiastical 
history, with our book of "Doctrine." It can 
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scarcely to be too often repeated that probably 
some of our early writers, had they lived to 
our day, would have been influenced, as well 
as ourselves, by the teachings of the last two 
centuries, to conform to the limitations those 
teachings have imposed in reference to doc- 
trinal statements. In fact, they did always 
come out orthodox, when called to account, so 
as to see occasion for being explicit towards 
their adversaries ; and, in this day, they 
would have seen abundant occasion for being 
alike explicit towards their own people- 
Their being very much men " of one idea " 
in their constant aim to enforce the inward 
work of true religion, will help to explain 
any discrepancy between that which was 
spontaneous and that which was extorted. 

3. What they really are. — If the religious 
system in question had been more generally 
understood, it could not have been so com- 
monly depreciated. But while many have 
not cared to inquire into a system bearing 
such a name of disparagement, others may 
not have found it very easy to gain from the 
writings and phraseology of Friends the clear 
and simple explanation they sought. In 
the seventeeth century the Bishop of Cork, 
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in his controversy with the Friends, while 
admitting the soundness of some of their 
doctrines, complains to this effect — " But 
really you express yourselves in such a way, 
that we know not how far you agree, or dis- 
agree, with us in Christian doctrines." If 
ever there were any justice in such a com- 
plaint, it is greatly to be regretted; for truth 
is simple, and can be simply explained 
Possibly the use by the early Frieuids of 
terras, somewhat peculiar to themselves, in 
setting forth the inward and indispensable 
work of the Holy Spirit, may have had the 
effect of their seeming to frame a theory of 
their own on some vital points. For instance, 
in treating of Christ as the light of the world, 
had they always kept up the true figure, by 
showing that the Spirit visits man's heart, as 
light shines from the sun, they would have 
been intelligible. Whether in their just re- 
coil from dogmas that made instrumental 
means essential to salvation, they might not 
go far in devising how saving mercy is 
universally extended, may be a question. 
It is one thing to set the guard against 
limiting that Holy One, whose tender mercies 
are over all His works ; but quite another 
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to attempt to define His mode of dealing, 
outside of our own dispensation. Those 
early Friends may have desired, with their 
great cotemporary Milton, to " vindicate the 
ways of God to man." But seeing that the 
universality of His grace is among the things 
that are revealed, the manner of its applica- 
tion, in regions where gospel light hath not 
sprung up, may so much belong to His secret 
things, that we should not be anxious to 
define or explain in the matter. Enough to 
believe, by the warrant of scripture analogy, 
that in the rational creation ** nothing is hid 
from the heat " of the sun of righteousness, 
the Saviour and Light of the world. And 
even Milton, with all cotemporary and suc- 
ceeding theologians, might have remembered 
that it is not for man to vindicate the ways 
of God. He asserts, through His prophet, 
that His " ways are equal," and beyond the 
reverent reception of this assertion it does 
not become us to go, in scanning those ways 
which, as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, are above our ways and our thoughts. 
He giveth no account of His matters. It is 
even the glory of God to conceal them (Prov. 
XXV. 2); and while the things that are for us 
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who enjoy the lights, while under the respon- 
sibilities of Christendom, are plainly revealed 
in Holy Scripture, much in relation to the 
heathen world, must be humbly left in the 
Divine counsel as "belonging unto God." 
For the intimations of mercy to those who 
" sit in darkness " throughout His habitable 
earth, though so richly scattered over the 
pages of inspiration, seem rather designed to 
strengthen trust than to satisfy inquiry. 

The early Friends, at all events, found 
abundant warrant in Scripture for the large- 
ness of their views of the universal love of 
God in Christ, who tasted death for every 
man ; and for their firm belief that every 
human heart was accessible to the drawing 
of His free Spirit. Being themselves placed 
under the dispensation of gospel light and 
knowledge, even of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, it was their original aim to bring men, 
according to the scriptures, to His teaching 
by the Spirit. For those Scriptures declare 
that we now live under His ministration of 
the Spirit, and that it is, rather than any 
other, "glorious." Believing that a Christian 
Church, which does not realise the presence 
of her Head, lives lamentably below her true 
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privilege ; the Friends did, and they do 
literally, accept and act upon His word, that 
He is in the midst of even the two or three 
that meet together in His name. Thus their 
public worship is in dependence upon His 
presence by His Spirit to humble and prepare 
their souls towards God ; that, through their 
Saviour's mediation, they may have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father, and worship Him 
in spirit and in truth. Self-examination, 
leading to contrition; confession, and prayer, 
are considered to belong to this spiritual 
worship; as also those grateful oflFerings of 
adoration and praise, which are truly the 
" melody of the heart." But for each indi- 
vidual to pursue such exercises, there must 
be a season of reverent silence in which this 
worship may proceed ; which, as it spreads, 
becomes united as well as individual, and 
draws down large blessing upon a congrega- 
tion so engaged. While it listens to a 
speaker there may be quietness ; but such a 
living silence as seems to attest a general 
drawing near to God, is probably the truest 
expression of united spiritual worship. And 
aa this individual exercise can only profit 
through the Spirit helping our infirmities, so 
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neither can preaching or prayer profit, save 
as they are influenced by the same Spirit. 
In a healthy congregation, even though small, 
will doubtless, after a season of silence, be 
heard the voice of petition or thanksgiving, 
of exhortation, edification, or comfort Yet 
this silence, as it cannot be rightly employed, 
so neither can it be rightly broken, except 
by the leading and aid of Him without 
whom, in all that is good, we can do nothing. 
Upon belief in His immediate presence and 
superintendence, everything, in the view of 
Friends, must hang, as respects the fresh 
putting forth and qualifying for any vocal 
service in meetings for worship. And seeing 
that in Him all are one, as the apostle rules, 
whether as to sex or condition, women whom 
their Lord may dignify with spiritual gifts 
for the edification of the body, have, among 
Friends, free course for exercising such gifts ; 
while, however, it is the fact, that much 
fewer of them than of their brethren, take 
part in this service. 

This belief in the presence of Christ with 
His Church governs the principles of Friends, 
not only in regard to worship and ministry, 
but as to what are called the "Ordinances." 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PRINCIPLES OP FRIENDS. 33 

They hold that the " one baptism " spoken of 
by Paul is alone in perpetuity, being that 
of the Holy Ghost ; emphatically Christ's 
baptism, ministered by the Spirit into the 
" one faith " in Him the "one Lord." And 
as they can recognise no other Minister pre- 
siding in their midst than Himself, '* the 
Minister of Ministers,*' they acknowledge no 
other " communion " than can be by Himself 
dispensed, as He condescends to give them to 
feed by faith on "Christ our passover, sacri- 
ficed for us,'' What beside, in the distinguish- 
ing views and practices of the Friends, is 
material, will be found alike governed by this 
their leading doctrine of Christ's presence in 
and with his Church to the end of the world ; 
and that He, being so present with enabling 
strength as well as living authority, nothing 
that He has commanded in the New Testa- 
ment is to be tampered with as impracticable. 
Thus, with all their regard to civil govern- 
ment, and their marked allegiance to it (save 
as touching the law of their God), they can 
neither swear nor fight ; believing that, 
though oaths and war belong to the lawj and 
custom of the land, both are forbidden by 
the law of Christ. Nor can they, for the 
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same reason, make voluntary payment toward 
the support of a human priesthood or State 
Church, both of which they have ever deemed 
usurpations that intrude upon Christ's office 
and prerogative; but they must rather suflFer 
distraint of their goods, to satisfy all such 
legal claims as, with a good conscience, they 
could not otherwise discharge. 

In conclusion, as in their beginning Friends 
avowed (see Declaration before the House of 
Commons) that they accepted the Holy 
Scriptures as their "Rule of Faith and Be- 
haviour," so, as William Penn asserts, they hold 
all foundation doctrines contained therein in 
common with their fellow Christians. 



ON THE NAME "QUAKEE." 

It is matter of surprise, and, I think, of regret, 
that the term " Quaker," applied in derision, 
should have been, as it were, recognised by 
those aspersed by it. " Quaker Missionary " 
is a^ phrase which I have seen recently in 
print, in relation to some effi)rts of individuals 
amongst us, and this has called afresh my 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON THE NAME "QUAKER." 35 

attention to the subject. So derisive an 
appellation, continued in currency with the 
tacit recognition of Friends themselves, can- 
not but have a depreciating eflfect upon the 
reputation of the Society. It ought to have 
been sternly ignored, and should, even now, 
be calmly repudiated. 

The origin of the term, curiously enough, 
had reference only to the deserved intimida- 
tion of the adversaries of the first Friends, so 
that George Fox declared the opposing and 
malignant " Justice " might well tremble ; 
and the reproach, by the misguided by- 
standers, was fastened, under an oflFensive 
synonym, upon this persecuted people ; and 
became the name of opprobrium by which 
they were known among those who sought to 
discredit them. No bye-^name could have 
been more inappropriate. They were eminent 
valiants for the truth. It is the wicked who 
quake and flee, even when no man pursue th, 
while the righteous is bold as a lion. " What's 
in a name ? " it has been asked ; and " Much 
every way " seems to me the true answer. 
As in party contests nothing is more effective 
than "a cry;" so, in religious strife, the 
forcing into currency of an injurious name is 
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a most prosperous weapon. Had Friends 
originally called themselves (as some dis- 
tinction might be requisite), what they were 
so well entitled to do, anti-Ritualists, I am 
by no means sure that their teaching would 
not have been far more widely received. 
This would have pointedly described it in 
one word, free from assumption, eminently 
descriptive, and perfectly intelligible. 

I see no special fitness in the term " Friends ; " 
it is vague and unmeaning. Friends of 
Truth^ would be more definite, but not free 
from exception. Friends of each other (if 
that he the sense) is as sectarian as it is in- 
accurate, for the Christian is the firiend of 
mankind ; nor are the members of our Society 
made each others' friends merely by the same 
profession. I am satisfied that a very dif- 
ferent and more desirable impression would 
be made, by one of our people saying, when 
inquired of, " I belong to those who are pre- 



* In M. Webb's "Penns and Peuingtons," I find, at pace 6, 
these words : During "the interval between their (J. and M. 
Penington's) marriage and removal to the Grange in 1658, they 
first became acquainted with the Quakers, or Friends of Trutli, 
as they originally designated themselves." Again, at page 55, 
**an opportunity for acquaintance with the * Friends of Truth * 
by- and- Dye presented itself." 
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eminently anti-Ritualists, and commonly 
called Friends," rather than " I belong to the 
Society of Friends, commonly called Quakers." 
A few instances may be given to bring out 
what I have in view. That accomplished 
historian of the Queens of England, Agnes 
Strickland (a lady whom I know to be per- 
sonally well affected towards Friends), says, 
in one of the later volumes enumerating 
some strange sectaries abroad, there were 
among them " Tremhleurs" who were, as she 
supposes, "a sort of Quakers" Again, the 
Quarterly Review, April 1867, in an article 
on "New American Religions" (Mormons, 
&c. &c.), has this passage, "Without ven- 
turing to ask what the reader knows of the 
Shakers, beyond the guess that they must be 
some variety of Quakers, we may take the 
guess as a starting point for further informa- 
tion, which is well worth having." Of courses 
it is obvious enough, that, probably, in the 
judgment of this reviewer, the Shakers, the 
Quakers, and no doubt the Jumpers also, are 
in the same category. But, certainly, it 
never could have been so, at this day, and in 
a publication of credit, had not the Society 
become recognised (and in part by their own 
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tolerance) by a disparaging appellation. No 
writer of character and candour would em- 
ploy it, save on the suflferance of the body 
itself, in reference to a community which, 
small as it is, is acknowledged to be respect- 
able in its monil and philanthropic influence. 
There is as much depreciation as there 
can be prestige in a name. A man may be 
as much damaged by being called one of the 
" Quakers " as he is flattered by being called 
one of the '* Orthodox ; " as much worsened 
by being styled a queer Shaker, as bettered 
by being styled a sound "Churchman." The 
results even to the esteem of his principles 
may be disastrous ; for an eccentric title will 
to many imply a crotchety belie£ But one 
of the leading views of the first Friends, that 
Christ's baptism and supper are ministered 
by Himself alone, was a " crotchet " that for 
ever excluded from His church that Ritualism, 
of which a contrary view is the very root and 
ground ! Those pioneers were indeed anxious 
to sustain the true character of His spiritual 
dispensation, but not to import into it any 
strange novelty, as the name that was fixed 
upon them might indicate. Gerard Croese, 
an intelligent Dutch author, whose work (it 
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is dedicated to Nicolas Wilson, Burgomaster 
and Senator of Amsterdam), originally in 
Latin, was translated and published in Eng- 
land in 1696, says in it, speaking of the early 
Friends, "Their chief est care and business 
waa so to accommodate all their actions, as 
that they might seem not to introduce any 
new upstart religion, but . to resemble the 
ancient Primitive ChurcL" 



THE EARLY YEARS OF THE PRINCE 
CONSORT.* 

A BOOK without a fault in the eye or the 
invention of a reviewer is truly a phenomenon ; 
yet we light upon it here, with a single ex- 
ception. This does not relate to the materials 
or to the way in which they are handled, and 
may be deemed rather negative than positive. 
Still it seems a cause of regret that there is 
so little express ascription to the grace of 



• "The Early Years of His Royal Highness the Prince Con- 
sort." Compiled, under the direction of Her Majesty the 
Queen, by Lieutenant-General the Honourable Cliarles Orey. 
One TFolume, demy 8vo. 
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Grod of the excellency of the Prince Con- 
sort's character and life. Surely by that 
grace he was what he was! nor would we 
doubt that this would be freely acknowledged 
by ALL to whom we are indebted for this 
remarkable volume ; while at the same time 
we must think that such an acknowledgment 
should not have been left to the reader to 
supply. 

In common with the rest of her subjects, 
we are grateful to our Queen for this most 
touching proof of her confidence in the love 
and sympathy of her people. There is a line 
in that magnificent poem of Wordsworth, 
" Laodamia,' which says, in relation to the 
loss of her Protesilaus, " The invisible world 
with Thee hath sympathised ; " so hath the 
world of England with England's bereaved 
and sorrowing Queen ! And it was meet 
that in the response of a true and touching 
gratitude all reserve should be laid aside. 
The sense of a community of grief in this 
sore bereavement broke the bonds of artificial 
restraint. The case is unique^ and there is 
a dignified yet tender grace in this public 
acknowledgment of the public sympathy. 
Let it silence the impertinent animadversions 
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of a portion of the press on the Queen's pro- 
longed retirement; though nothing will 
silence those indecent complaints of the 
world of fashion which attest that they who 
live in pleasure are dead while they live — 
dead even to the fine susceptibilities of human 
nature that remain to throw a grace over the 
ruins of the Fall. 

The volume in question is one that wholly 
disarms the criticism it could aflford to defy ; 
and a few admiring and approving sentences 
exhaust the comments appropriate to it. 
The character of the Prince Consort being 
weU, faithfuUy, and carefuUy delineated, does 
therefore stand out in its real beauty and 
harmonious proportions, as near to perfection 
as consists with the conditions of fallible 
nature, even when the subject of Heavens 
renewing grace ; dignity and ifiodesty, power 
and gentleness, integrity and tact, were never, 
perhaps, to the same extent of each and all, 
united in the same individual. The loveli- 
ness of his character was only exceeded by 
its force ; and its solid material, while always 
adorned, was never displaced by the decora- 
tive and pervading element of his love of art. 
With him it was all one whether to create or 
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to organise ; he possessed in a rare union the 
faculties of the constructive and the admini- 
strative. And, beyond all this, he had 
reached that moral elevation at which self 
can be not only controlled but denied. 

Kightly has the Queen for whom he lived 
judged that the country which he loved and 
served would gratefully appreciate her own 
token in this volume of what was due both 
to England and himself Her own notes 
enriching the book have an intensity of 
natural expressiveness that gives more than 
the "one touch of nature," making her people 
and their sovereign " kin." This volume of 
the day is so generally found on the tables 
of our own domestic people that it is useless 
to reprint extracts in this periodical. 
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

A Sermon preached in Westminster Abbey, on Sunday, 
November 24, 1867, by Christopher Wordsworth, 
D.D., Archdeacon of Westminster : 2d Edition, with 
a new Preface, &c. London : Rivingtons. 

The second edition, with a special preface, 
of this sermon, raises afresh a most important 
inquiry. No doubt many authorities have 
accepted, in the sense of the sennon, what 
Scott calls the "energetic declaration" of 
Gen. ix. 6. But whether its perpetuity 
under the Christian dispensation can consist 
with the teaching of our Lord in the Sermon 
on the Mount seems the true question. 

Gen. ix. 6 is the very concentration of the 
lex talionis which Christ so expressly repeals. 
Law, though divinely proclaimed, is silenced 
by a contradicting gospel. The old covenants, 
whether Noachian, Patriarchal, or Judaical, 
are, so far as they conflict with the new 
covenant, annulled by it. It is the last 
testament that is enforced as the will of the 
testator, whatever former ones may have 
declared. And a gospel which brought life 
and immortality to light, must add immeasur- 
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ably to the sacredness of a life that it declares 
to be probationary for eternity. 

The New Testament, in its whole scope, 
teaching, and spirit, condemns " life for life," 
no less than " eye for eye " and " tooth for 
tooth." It is true that Rom. xiii. 4 is ad- 
duced to show the contrary ; but there can 
be no need to controvert an interpretation 
that turns the mere ensign of authority into 
the executioner s sword. As well might our 
Queen's "sword of state"* be taken in the 
same sanguinary sense. Nor need we stop 
to notice those citations from the Mosaic 
code, which can have no place within the 
Christian dispensation. In that early re- 
velation to the disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, of the divine character and 
authority of their Lord, they saw with Him 
Moses representing Law, and Elijah repre- 
senting (it may be) all the prophets from 
Noah to John Baptist ; but when the voice 
came from the excellent glory, " This is my 
beloved Son, hear Him," Jesus was found 
alone. Moses and Elijah vanished: "sud- 



* Whoever will refer to the ** Form and Order of Coronation," 
will find that the ** kingly sword " is for prevention and reforma- 
tion, the distinct reverse of vengeance and blood. 
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denly they saw no man any more save Jesus 
only." It is He alone that remains, and His 
teaching that is in perpetuity. 

In this sermon of Dr Wordsworth we find 
the remarkable assertion that the " declara- 
tions " of a sanguinary code are " engraven 
on man's heart and uttered by his conscience, 
which is the voice of God." This, at best, 
is doubtful theology, for is it not the Spirit 
of God, that is. His "voice" in man's con- 
science, else depraved? But it is not our 
immediate object to dispute this statement ; 
rather to maintain, in opposition to the asser- 
tion in question, that, so far as man's heart 
and conscience retain any sense of truth and 
goodness from the ruins of his fall, both recoil 
from multiplying tlie shedding of man's blood. 
The heart feels that a legal sacrifice will but 
aggravate the first atrocity : nor does the 
conscience allow that man ought to be made 
" the arbiter of eternity." 

As to the laboured argument upon "the 
image of God " being the ground of the enact- 
ment of Gen. ix. 6, is it not obvious that this, so 
far as it was a inatevial sanction even then, 
might be suited to a day that had no " inti- 
mations of immortality," and be fit to attend 
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such a law while it remained in force ? But 
the Gospel bringing to light the true image 
of God in an eternal existence, the argument 
is turned wholly the other way. For now, 
in a harmony with our Lord's teaching not 
else to be attained, the revealing of ihe souls 
immortality sets the seal of inviolability upon 
human life. Indeed, the length to which 
this material argument (so to speak) is 
pushed, as applicable to our times, is really 
surprising. Would not such an acceptation 
invest the "common assaults" of personal dis- 
figurement with a character as yet unknown 
to law or common sense ? 

When the sermon descends to the ground 
of expediency, it can hardly be deemed op- 
portune in its insistance on the preventive 
and deterrent effects of capital punishment. 
Were not the Manchester executions it so 
earnestly defends quickly followed by the 
murders of Glerkenwell ? We shall not fol- 
low the invitation of this sermon to go fully 
into this subject of the Fenian scaflFold, which 
appears to have been a grave political mistake, 
of which the end is not yet. Those three 
young men may have been not only criminals 
in our eyes, but grievous sinners in the Divine 
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sight. Yet the sighing of the prisoners may 
have come before their and our Father in 
heaven, and His Spirit may have wrought, 
even in them, faith in the blood of the Lamb 
that cleanseth from all sin. If so, they will 
no more add iniquity to iniquity, but are 
pardoned and with God. But who can know? 
We only know that they are "fixed in an 
eternal state;" and may say this much — 
that if, as there is ground to believe, he was 
a good man^ who fell in that treasonable 
attempt at rescue, there could be no equity 
in sending, on his account, the evil perpe- 
trators to the bar of Divine judgment. 

Sympathy for murderers the sermon for- 
bids; but experience proves that for those 
thus " appointed to die " it is impossible to 
extinguish our S3rmpathies. They are in- 
separable from that love of life which God, for 
the preservation of life, has so strongly im- 
planted in us. Human beings will always be 
moved when their fellows are dragging out 
their remnant of life in view of the scaffold at 
its end. Human hearts but ill endure iron 
laws, and recoil from iron sermons. Nor ought 
the vast amount of suffering inflicted on the 

* Sergeant Brett 
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innocent, whose thoughts by day and night 
visit the " condemned cell/' to be left entirely 
out of this great question. It is a certain and 
an unjust infliction upon the humane public. 
The thrill of an irrepressible sympathy in the 
souls of the virtuous, for those under sentence 
of death, is the testimony of Nature and of 
God against capital punishment. 

So far from the law of blood being engraven 
on man's heart (Sermon, p. 7), we have shown 
that human hearts rebel against it ; and the 
voice of a conscieuQe consenting to it seems 
much less " the voice of God " (p. 7) than of 
him that was a murderer from the beginning. 

Two propositions appear on page 15 ; one, 
that " innocent men, doing their duty to 
society, ought not to look to be murdered," 
with which we could well agree, were it not 
that the alarmist tone of the sermon almost 
makes one ask if it would not be natural for 
such " innocent men " to have this fearful 
looking-forward in future? To the other 
proposition we are somewhat at a loss to 
assent, viz, that "he who commits murder 
ought to be prepared [italics, sic'] for it" 
[death] ; inasmuch as one rather fails to 
comprehend the nature of that preparation 
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for death which should accompany the intent 
of murder. 

In closing a too rapid notice of what, as 
an address from the pulpit, is so signally 
special, we are glad to meet with a final 
paragraph which is excellent in itself, and 
(we venture to think) more worthy of the 
author than the body of his discourse. The 
preventive and deterrent influences set forth 
in this paragraph are undoubtedly the true 
ones : Christian education and the realizing 
of eternal liabilities. It is well that the 
claims of the former are likely to receive a 
more general and practical acknowledgment. 
This is not the place for treating of the latter ; 
beyond the single remark that, as "everlast- 
ing punishment" and " life eternal " indicate 
the same amount of duration (inasmuch as 
the original word is the same in both cases) 
there seems no escape on this point from the 
orthodox belief. 
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As subjects quite discoimected from the 
Society of Friends are treated of in the 
Examiner, it may not be out of place to 
observe upon the practice in the churches, 
both in this and other lands, as resj>ects 
what are called " Sermons." The question 
whether there l>e, or be not, a real, yet 
almost universal mistake, as to an effectual 
mode of beneficially reaching the people by 
religious discourses from the pulpit, is one of 
such widespread interest and national import- 
ance, that no portion of the community 
should look up)n it with unconcern. It is 
only, of course, on this general ground, that 
I would offer some suggestions, in the char- 
acter not of a *' Friend," but as a spectator of 
what is current in the churches. The Friends, 
it needs hardly to be said, proceed, in relation 
to public ministry, on quite a different "plat- 
form " from that of others ; and one, that by 
every -principle on which it rests, rejects all 
those prepared and artificial elaborations on 
the part of the preacher, elsewhere practised 
and approved. 
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It is remarkable that in spite of the univer- 
sal profession of subjection to Holy Scripture 
and to the guidance of primitive teachinj^;, 
there should be such a marked discrepancy 
between the sermons and prayers of our day 
and the scriptural models of both. "The 
Lord's Prayer," for instance, is a pattern of 
comprehensive brevity; but how little is it 
imitated! — And its repetition some six times, 
in the morning service of the Church of 
England, is a strange corollary from thr 
injunction accompanying it — "use not vain 
repetitions." But it is chiefly on the wide 
divergence of the sermons of our times from 
the primitive models, that a few observations 
are here oflFered. Can anything be more 
diflFerent from the frame and character of the 
"Sermon on the Mount," or from the sermons 
of Peter and Paul, than the pulpit mechanism 
to which the ear has been so long accustomed? 

Nothing is more destructive of unction, — 
the one requisite to make preaching avail, — 
than the obviously artificial structure of 
ordinary sermons. The contri vance of orderly 
divisions and sub-divisions may sometimes 
assist the memory of the hearer : but this if? 
a poor compensation for the loss of a spon- 
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taneous force that affects the heart all the 
more because it rejects a recognised formula; 
and an "application" which comes in, accord- 
ing to custom, at the end, makes far less 
impression than those earnest words of warn- 
ing, entreaty, or invitation, which arise 
unexpectedly as they grow out of the subject 
in its unfolding. In brief, the naturalness 
of a spontaneous address will be incalculably 
more telling than all the artifice of a laboured 
essay. The latter may not be long, but will 
betray, however short, the nature of its manu- 
facture. It is really marvellous how even 
young men can prefer to " spin and weave " 
the customary "sermon" from their own 
slender resources, when they have before 
them the models, and are free to use the 
rich language, of the New Testament 

Take Peter's sermon, Acts ii. 14-36. 
How largely he draws from the ancient 
Scriptures, from Joel, and from David. Ob- 
serve the unsystematic but efficient method 
of his teaching, in such brevity, important 
doctrine*. Not only enforcing, by cogent 
evidence from the Prophets and the Psalms, 
that Jesus was both Lord and Christ; but 
also, by the convincing mode of a necessary 
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inference, conveying unmistakeably the sacred 
truth of the Holy Three in one Godhead, as 
in verse 33, where (as in so many other 
places) the doctrine is established in a very 
few words, — He ("this Jems'") "having re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghosty hath shed forth this." As, also, are so 
many other leading doctrines, in small com- 
pass ; as well as the fact that the Pentecostal 
day sealed the great truth that Gospel times 
should he marked by that ministration of the 
Spirit which "is rather glorious.'' 

Only imagine the weakening effect that 
the customary diluents would have upon 
such sermons as Peter's I No wonder that, 
when he ceased, they who heard were "pricked 
in their heart," — :a result not frequent now, 
from the exercitations even of those who may 
deem themselves in the true apostolical suc- 
cession. Nor can we help referring, in great 
measure, to the inefficient vapidity of these 
manipulated sermons, their lack of effect in 
extensive conversions. Even whenthe work of 
good men, in the various churches, what a fail- 
ure to this end, by these means! For, while 
making the due allowance for the plenary in- 
spiration and authority of Peter, we might 
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yet hope to see, from lively appeals more 
upon his model, some faint reflection of suc- 
cessful results; while not, of course, expecting 
such as followed the address of Pet^T, when 
the same day there were *' added unto them 
about three thousand souls." It will he said 
that we only have the substance of his 
tvddress ; and that in this case, and the other 
examples of the preaching of the Apostles, afl 
in that of the Lords Prayer, we are not 
bound to any exact copying of the model, 
but rather to a procedure *' after the manner" 
of it. But these remarks are not thereby 
affected; for it is an absolute contrariety in 
ordinary sermons to the manner of primitive 
patterns that is here complained of. 

It seems but a weak method of presenting 
and expounding Scripture, to build sermons 
on texts, instead of building texts into ser- 
mons. There is a temptation to extract all 
that ingenuity can draw out of the text, 
rather than simply to discover what it was 
intended to convey. The notion of always 
preaching from a text, is like always botaniz- 
ing on a single blade, rather than expatiating 
in the blessed pastures of divine truth. It is 
not a lively process ; being more like a dis- 



Digitized by 



Google 



"sermons" as they are and were. 5.3 

section than a banquet. What should be 
for feeding is analysed rather than assimi- 
lated. There is nothing like it in th * 
divinely authorised models, which are ad- 
dresses on substantial truths ; — not laboured 
deductions, from a limited basis. As to the 
aid to recollection already alluded to, the 
product of the manufacture is really very 
often not worth taking away ; nor worth 
house-room in the memory. 

It is the appeal which an address, easy in 
its naturalness, while warm in its earnestness, 
makes to the heart and conscience, that 
affects both, and is alone of avail. Let such 
an appeal, under Divine unction, flow from a 
mind instinct with all Gospel truth, and it 
will present it in the right proportion and 
balance. This appeal, freed from the tram- 
mels of "a text," can enforce doctrine and 
precept in a holy spontaneity, whether by 
statement or illustration, declaration or par- 
able, in the rich language of Holy Scripture. 
And the more this sort of sermons shall 
prevail, the more may we look for the results 
of those " prickings of the heart," and those 
conversions to God, which are the proof and 
seal of the true preaching of the Gospel. 
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COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

Are we not too much afraid of the com- 
pulsory education of those children who 
would, else, receive no education at all? 
There has been a very natural jealousy of all 
State interference with the full liberty of the 
subject, even in this case. But experience 
has abundantly proved that it has so inter- 
fered, in the Factory Acts for instance, with 
undeniably good results. Some rights, re- 
served from the individual, in the social com- 
pact, remain with the State for his benefit. 
It is the very condition of civilization. For, 
in this sense, civilization itself is a com- 
promise ; and, I think, considering the evils 
entailed upon society by ignorance and vice, 
a true civilization reserves to the State the 
right to educate those who, otherwise, would 
remain uneducated. Although schools at 
present in some districts may be free, parents 
will not always send their children to them ; 
especially if, by their work, anything can be 
made. They will keep them away even for 
any petty household service, such as rocking 
the cradle. 
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Stolid ignorance lays those who suffer by 
it under liabilities to evil, much akin to 
muddling and stupefying influences from a 
worse cause. But, while the latter is the 
fault of the individual, the former is that of 
the parents or the State. Both are, or should 
be, evils with which a paternal government 
should be competent to deal. It does deal 
already with intoxication. Let it also deal 
with ignorance. 

The whole question, in the three branches 
of the highest (or university) education, of 
middle-class, and technical, as well as of the 
universal provision for the poor of the land, 
who else would remain uneducated, is im- 
portant in all its parts, but far too vast for 
the limits of this paper, which only relates 
to the last and the most pressing want — 
the general education of the children of the 
poor, and how far it should be compulsory. 
Enough has been shown already, as I think, 
to prove that compulsory measures would 
be just and equitable. But that which is 
just cannot always be accomplished, nor will 
that always be accepted which is really 
equitable. It is therefore, in this most in- 
teresting and vital matter, to be carefully 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 COMPULSOllY EDUCATION. 

considered, as it appears the country is not 
prepared for absolute compulsion, what de- 
gree of it would work with facility, and 
prevail without resistance. Probably about 
as much as could be availingly enforced 
would be the provision by statute that chil- 
dren under a certain age should not be sent 
out to work until employers could be certified 
that they had received the assessed amount 
of schooling. Such, or some such a provision, 
would rather stimulate than slacken that 
voluntary effort U) provide schools, which 
has certainly effected large results; and which 
it should be the aim of parliamentary enact- 
ment to assist rather than supersede. But, 
undoubtedly, in those too numerous districts 
unprovided with material for voluntary effort, 
the State should step in, to set up and sustain, 
at the cost of the nation, the needed schools. 
If the nation be frightened from what might 
be the right course — ^the compulsory education 
of its poor — by the example of less popular 
governments which may have legislated in 
advance of public sentiment, let it not be 
deterred from nioving with it, as far as it 
shall possibly allow, to obtain and urge uni- 
versal education of our poor, and pauper, and 
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outcast children. The growing mass around 
us of these neglected ones, whose degradation 
induces crime, is our loss, no less than our 
disgrace. It needs not to be insisted on that 
it is education that promotes the right think- 
ing and right action of the people, and that 
lies at the root of their true elevation and 
greatness. 

But education, to be efficacious on morals, 
must be scriptural. Mere secular education, 
however universal, would not become a Chris- 
tian land. There is no real difficulty, not- 
withstanding all our diversities, in the State, 
as well as voluntary schools, giving scriptural 
education. Cliristianity is part and parcel 
of British law. All acknowledge the claims 
of the Bible. The State is called upon to 
introduce it, when undertaking the education 
of the people. That form of scriptural in- 
struction which might probably be used in 
any comprehensive scheme of general school- 
ing, would be by means of Scripture lessons, 
in which no words appear but those of Scrip- 
ture. And I think, even in schools where, 
among the patrons or supporters, there are 
no confficting religious opinions to consult 
and reconcile, this is the best form of scrip- 
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tural teaching. The stories of the Old and 
the precepts of the New Testament make an 
impression that other didactic lessons fail to 
eflFect. 

Can it be that any prejudice remains 
against the universal education of the people? 
Is it foreseen, and not with complacency in 
all quarters, that a whole people, educated 
into intelligence, could not be denied the 
privileges of citizenship, and might obtain a 
power at present inappreciable ? But such 
alarms, if they still exist, may be dispelled 
by observing the result of that recently 
enlarged franchise, which appears to be, 
perhaps more than always heretofore, the 
election of respectable representiitives by an 
intelligent constituency. And while alarm 
at any prospect of political power falling 
into the hands of an ignorant multitude is 
reasonable enough, we may be freed, in a 
future happier than the present, from this 
ground of apprehension. When education 
shall have taught the multitude to think and 
to aspire ; shall have imbued it with sound 
principles, and created in it those tastes 
and habits which belong to the advanced 
civilization of a Christian land, — why should 



Digitized by 



Google 



COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 61 

there be, in such a future, so much apprehen- 
sion of even the multitude's abuse of those 
political privileges which discipline and 
instruction had prepared them to exercise 
with the same moderation that marks the 
recently enfranchised ? 

It is the self-will that has never been 
broken in, no less than the ignorance which 
sees in a vote no good but a bribe, which 
makes a dangerous class in the representation. 
Certainly, from the educated the franchise 
could be scarcely withheld ; but would not 
this be (to use the fine simile of Robert Hall), 
imder the prevalence of sound and universal 
education — ^the enlargement of the base, with- 
out distiu'bing the proportions of the social 
pyramid ? 
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ON THE CAUTION TO BE OBSERVED AS 
TO THE TERMS OF STATING THE 
DOCTRINE OF THE INTERNAL EVI- 
DENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 

It is matter for deep regret, as respects the 
claims of the internal evidences of the Truth 
revealed in Holy Scripture, that we are al- 
most straitened in dwelling upon these in- 
ternal evidences as they deserve, in days 
when theories are afloat of a "verifying 
principle^' in man, to the test of which Holy 
Scripture itself is to be brought, and to be 
accepted or reject-ed according to the verdict 
of this inward test. 

Nothing, perhaps, is more convincing to 
ourselves of the truth of our holy religion, 
and therefore is to us so confirmatory of the 
authenticity of the record of that truth, as 
. the perfect accordance that is found between 
the experience of our condition and our 
wants, and the account, given in the record, 
of how this condition was occasioned, and 
these wants are supplied. And it is an un- 
speakable help to "'belief in the record God 
hath given of His Son," to ivitness the per- 
sonal application of the remedy, the consola- 
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tions and supports of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. * Yet, as not even the abounding 
external evidence of the authenticity of Holy 
Scripture, both in outward proofs and in a 
state of this world exactly answering to its 
statements ; as not even this will avail, ex- 
cept upon a willing mind ; so neither will 
the genuine internal evidence make way, 
save with a mind prepared to receive the 
truth. In fact, the latter is all the more 
effectual when received, from being only 
appreciable by the mind that is receptive. 
No evidence avails with the unwilling. They 
who are ready to love the truth receive it, 
finding the evidence for it to abound ; bend- 
ing to "the will," they "know of the doc- 
trine ; " doing the truth, they come to the 
light. But he that is slow of heart to believe, 
as well as he that doeth evil, too often hate 
the light, nor come unto the light, of revealed 
and inspired truth. 

The present pui-pose, however, is to point 
out, that while w^e must not give up in any 
<legree our sense of the value of the internal, 
** portable," and convincing evidences of 
( Inistianity : we must at the same time, in 
the present day, state the doctrine of these 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 

evidences with the utmost care. Not that 
the theories, now circulated, are really new : 
their authors may please themselves with the 
thought that they are discoverers ; but they 
are only reproducers. Yet some of them 
can maJse statements so plausible, as to be 
dangerously seductive to minds that affect 
affinity for the ** inward" rather than the 
" outward ; " and who may even rejoice in 
the assumption of possessing an inward test 
of the outward revelation contained in the 
Scriptures. Two especial dangers attend 
minds of this order; first, that they may 
come to make their own apprehension of 
truth their rule of faith, in preference to the 
Bible declaration of truth ; and second, that 
they may be apt to conclude that those 
whose views of truth are not conformed to 
their own, must be in the wrong. In the 
former case they will be in awful peril of 
only accepting so much of the truth of God 
revealed in His own Book as approves it- 
self to the standard set up within themselves ; 
and in the latter of judging down their brethren 
who, far from being amenable to a standard 
so set up in and by others, suspect its origin 
and condemn its application. 
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Thus it is plain that especial care is 
requisite in stating the doctrine of internal 
evidence. The guard must be strongly set 
against every form of speech that can be 
construed to recognize the " verifying prin- 
ciple " of Colenso. And while the legitimate 
proof derived from this species of evidence 
carries conviction to the individual soul, the 
utmost caution against making our own ex- 
perience a guide or rule for others should be 
maintained. Not otherwise, indeed, can we 
preserve peace with one another, and har- 
mony in the Church. 



CONSCIENCE, AS TEEATED OF IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ seems to contem- 
plate a sphere and function for conscience 
that we scarcely find ascribed to it in the 
rigid doctrinals of a stereotyped orthodoxy. 
Even when conviction in the conscience has 
been, followed by the " sprinkling of the 
heart from an evil conscience," it is in a pure 
conscience that the mystery of the faith 
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must be held. The Apostle rejoiced in the 
testiraony of a good conscience : and com- 
mends himself to every mans conscience. 
It is true that eflfectual conviction in the con- 
science, resulting in "repentance toward God," 
could only be witnessed through the work 
of the great Reprover — the Holy Ghost ; and 
that the same Holy Ghost alone could take 
of the things of Christ, and apply them to 
the heart, that it might be cleansed from an 
evil conscience by the " blood of sprinkling '' 
through "faith toward the Lord Jesus;" 
but, for these blessed ends of repentance and 
faith, the working is through a conscience 
divinely quickened. For, until touched by 
the quickening Spirit, conscience itself is 
unawakened to vital activity, though restless 
and uneasy. 

When pacified by forgiveness of sin for 
Jesus' sake, conscience becomes sensitive to 
the evil of sin, as it never was before ; and 
the soul that is made, by regeneration, alive 
unto God, is animated, as was the Apostle, 
with earnest anxiety to have a conscience 
void of offence. Wounds to conscience are 
wounds to faith ; for the sin that hurts con- 
science weakens faith. The mystery of the faith 
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is to be held in a pure conscience, which some 
having put away, says the Apostle, concern- 
ing £aith, have made shipwreck ! 



OX THE DOCTKINE OF "rEKFECTION." 

Nothing scarcely seems to have more stum- 
bled the disciples of our Lord than His 
teaching such a forgiveness of trespasses as 
would imply unfailing love for the trespasser. 
Not " until seten times in a day," but " until 
seventy times seven," were the brother's 
trespasses to be forgiven. Then, marking 
their difficulty in receiving such teaching, 
they forthwith say, Lord, increase our faith ! 
Again, when he said unto them, " Love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good 
tp those who hate you, and pray for those 
who despitefully use you, and persecute you ; 
that ye may be the children of your Father 
who is in heaven ; for He maketh His sun 
to rise," &c., — when giving this injunction, it 
is, that he adds, "Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father who is in heaven is 
perfect" (Matt. v. 44-48). 
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Thu3 we understand that the " perfection '' 
here indicated, and elsewhere taught in 
Scripture, is that love which is the fulfilling 
of the law ; all-embracing, for it reaches even 
to enemies. And certainly, where the love 
of God is so shed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost, that Christ and His law are really 
loved, and all for whom He died loved also, 
there, for the time being, is the only " per- 
fection " by Scripture contemplated. In fact, 
to adduce scriptural authority against the 
dogma of any other abiding and absolute 
*' perfection " would be an endless task. 
Therefore we need not wonder that none of 
us have ever seen it exemplified ! — ^least of 
all, it may be, in those who have contended 
for it; inasmuch as humility is the soil 
that nourishes a love that loves much, and 
loves all, from the sense of being "much 
forgiven;" and so far from humility being 
conspicuous in such contention for "perfec- 
tion," it has sometimes taken the form not 
only of assumption of infallibility in those 
thus "perfect," but of asserting the actual 
claims of those who supposed themselves to 
have " already attained." Church history 
declares of bodies, as observation does of 
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individuals, holding this tenet of an actual 
and permanent " perfection," that it has not 
promoted personal holiness ; nor favoure<l 
the maintenance of watchfulness unto prayer. 
It is the root of a faith that works by love to 
the purifying of the heart that produces 
fruit unto holiness. And how this tenet of 
absolute " perfection " can be separated from 
that of " final perseverance " it is not easy to 
see. From this " perfection," can there be a 
liability to fall ? Yet how dangerous to in- 
vest the children of men upon this earth with 
the attribute of inherent security, which we 
know was not enjoyed by the angels of God 
in heaven ! Upon the whole, the doctrine of 
sinless perfection may be disposed of by the 
sentence of the Apostle, " If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us." 



THE TEACHING IN THE CASE OF SAUL. 

Saul's early promise, mournful declension, 
and most miserable end, teach a lesson of 
instruction and warning to those who may at 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 THE TEACHING IN THE CASE OF SAUL. 

first "run well," but be in danger, through 
unwatchfulness, of letting in that which 
should " hinder from obeying the truth." 
Though the son of Kish the Benjamite, a 
mighty man of power (1 Sa. ix. 1), and 
though himself "a choice young man and a 
goodly," yet when Samuel made known to 
him the Lords purpose that he should be 
anointed captain over Israel, " Sanl answered 
and said. Am not I a Benjamite, of the 
smallest of the tribes of Israel ? and my 
family the least of all the families of the 
tribe of Benjamin ? Why speakest . thou so 
to me ?" Nor does this indication of humi- 
lity seem to be set aside by his having cogi- 
tations on the subject, as appears by Samuel's 
previous language to Saul on the day that 
he met with him; "To-morrow I will let 
thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thy 
heart ; " because, as the Lord had chosen 
Saul, "I will send thee a man out of the land 
of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him," 
&c., it is not surprising that some such 
preparatory musings were in his heart. .The 
next day "Samuel took a vial of oil and 
poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and 
said, is it not because the Lord hath an- 
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Dointed thee to be captain over his inherit- 
ance V 

Several remarkable incidents attended this 
consecration, or followed it ; such as were in 
harmony with those days and dispensations, 
however diverse from what belongs to our 
own, and little understood now. They mark, 
however, the Lord s acceptance of Saul ; for 
Samuel in forewarning him of them says, 
"And let it be when these signs have come 
to thee, that thou do as occasion shall serve 
thee; for God is with thee." When he went 
from Samuel "God gave him another heart, 
and all these signs came to pass that day." 
Yet after all this distinction and favour, 
enough to have lifted up an unprepared and 
unprotected heart, Saul seems to have kept 
humble ; for when the lot was to be formally 
drawn for the kingship of Israel, and the 
tribe of Benjamin was taken, and then Saul 
the son of Kish was taken ; when they 
sought him he could not be found; therefore 
they inquired of the Lord further, if the man 
would yet come thither ; and the Lord an- 
swered, Behold he hath hid himself among 
the stuflF. He had not even mentioned on 
bis return from the journey that made him 
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acquainted with what was before him, " the 
matter of the kingdom of which Samuel 
spoke" (1 Sa. X. 16). But when they ran 
and brought him from his hiding-place, and 
" when he stood among the people, he was 
higher than any of the people from his 
shoulders and upward ; and Samuel said to 
all the people, See ye him wHom the Lord 
hath chosen, that there is none like him 
among all the people ? And all the people 
shouted and said, God save the king." Not- 
withstanding that this "choice young man " 
was thus declared to be the chosen of God, 
and that those went with him "^ whose hearts 
God had touched," he still shows the meek- 
ness of wisdom, in his prosperous youth, in 
'' holding his peace " when the children of 
]>elial opposed the general acclaim on his 
accession, and said, "How shall this man save 
us ? And they despised him, and brought 
him no presents ; but he held his peace " (1 
Sa. X. 27). 

In the next chapter, after Saul's notable 
defeat of the Ammonites and deliverance of 
the Jabesh-Gileadites, when the people said 
to Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul 
reign over us ? bring the men that we may 
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put them to death; Saul said, There shall not 
a man be put to death this day ; for to-day 
the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel ; 
thus still showing a wise and generous disre- 
gard to the slight put upon himself; and 
ascribing all the glory of the day to the 
Lord alone. Yet how soon do we find him 
departing from the path of that obedience 
which, in. all generations, is better than sacri- 
fice ! For having gone down to Gilgal, 
according to the commandment of Samuel, 
who was to follow him in seven days to offer 
sacrifice, Saul, being there pressed hard by 
the great host of the Philistines, was certainly 
in severe extremity. It is probable, that 
until sacrifice had been offered to propitiate 
divine aid he durst not begin the attack. 
But the men of Israel, seeing they were in a 
strait, were scattered from him. However, 
he tarried the seven days, according to the 
set time that Samuel had appointed, but 
Samuel came not to Gilgal; and under these 
apparently desperate circumstances, his people 
dispersing, and Samuel not appearing, instead 
of still exercising faith and patience, he took 
upon himself to offer the burnt-offering. He 
might suppose that obedience in the letter 
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would suffice; but it is plain that he failed in 
obeying the spirit of Samuel's appointment, 
which implied that he must wait his arrival ; — 
** Thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal ; 
and behold I will come down unto thee, to 
offer burnt-offerings," &c. " Seven days shalt 
thou tany till I come to thee, and show thee 
what thou shalt do" (I Sa. x. 8). He might 
also suppose that as Samuel had been silent 
as to the exigency of the impending Philistine 
host (brought on, however, by Jonathan's attack 
upon the garrison in Geba, unauthorized by 
Samuel), he would admit the plea for offering 
in that exigency. Nor docs Saul seem to 
have realized his own presumption in the 
case, nor its enormity in the view of Samuel, 
who suddenly appeared. For, as soon as 
Saul had made an end of oflfering the bumt- 
otfering, behold, Samuel came ; and Saul 
went out to meet him that he mght salute 
him : and Samuel said. What hast thou 
done ? And Saul said, Because I saw that 
the people were scattered from me, and that 
thou camest not within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines gathered themselves 
**to come down now upon me to Gilgal," when 
I had not made supplication to the Lord, " I 
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forced myself therefore and oflfered a burnt- 
offering." After Sauls good beginnings and 
plausible excuses, we can hardly help regard- 
ing with some surprise the withering force 
and judicial extent of Samuels immediate 
rebuke : " Thou hast done foolishly ; thou 
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord 
thy God, which he commanded thee; for 
now would the Lord have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever ; but now thy 
kingdom shall not continue ; the Lord hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and 
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain 
over his people, because thou hast not kept 
that which the Lord commanded thee." 
Saul attempts no reply ; and was doubtless 
conscious of more of that " rebellion which is 
as the sin of witchcraft " than he confessed. 
Yet it is a very prompt denunciation upon 
his first offence ; and a case in which we are 
caDed upon to behold " the severity of God,*' 
as well as, in so many other instances of 
Holy Scripture, to "behold his goodness;" 
according to the apostle's injunction, "Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God : 
on them which fell severity; but toward thee 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness ; 
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otherwise thou also shalt be cut off ' (Ro. xi. 
22). There is no indication that this severe 
rebuke of the prophet wrought any other 
sorrow in the heart of Saul than the sorrow 
of the world that worketh death. Unhappily, 
but to us instructively, he seems thereupon 
to separate from God, and to return to the 
old heart, instead of keeping that "other 
heart" which (we have seen) he had been 
given. We hear of him, in the next chapter, 
making his most rash and tyrannical vow, 
which so nearly cost the life of the valiant 
and victorious Jonathan. The men of Israel 
were distressed that day, for Saul had ad- 
jured the people saying. Cursed be the man 
that eateth any food until evening, that I 
may be avenged on mine enemies (1 Sa. xiv. 
24). Not, now, that the Lord, but that I 
may be avenged ! Not only had his oath 
made the people faint, who had not dared to 
taste the honey in defiance of it (as Jonathan, 
in ignorance of his father's adjuration, had 
done, and been refreshed for the fight with 
the Philistines), but his high-handed resolve 
to enforce it, even to the death of his blame- 
less and admirable son, would have been 
carried out but for the determined resistance 
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of the per)ple. "And the people said unto 
Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought 
this great salvation in Israel ? God forbid ; 
as the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair 
of his head fall to the ground ; for he hath 
wrought with God this day ; so the people 
rescued Jonathan, that he died not" (1 Sa. 
xiv. 45). 

Yet we may gather from what immediately 
follows in Saul s history, that had he, even 
now, hearkened to the voice of the Lord by 
his prophet, he might (like Hezekiah) have 
been spared from seeing in his own days the 
evil consequences of his first disobedience, 
while it had already forfeited the perpetuity 
of the kingdom in his line. For he is evi- 
dently treated by Samuel not merely as king, 
chosen of God, but as intrusted with a fresh 
commission that might prove his present 
disposition to obey. Samuel said unto Saul 
(1 Sam. XV. 1), "The Lord sent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, over Israel : 
now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of 
the words of the Lord : Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to 
Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way 
when he came up from Egypt ; now. go, and 
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smite Anialek, and utterly destroy all they 
have, and spare them not," &c, ("ox and 
sheep ** being specially among the things not 
to be spared). But Saul and the people 
spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and 
of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the 
lambs, and all that was good, and would not 
utterly destroy them ; but everything that was 
vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

The whole passage is so deeply instruc- 
tive that, at the risk of some incumbering 
of this paper by long citations from the 
narrative, which I meant to avoid, it must not 
be mutilated : " Then came the word of the 
Lord unto Samuel saying, It repenteth me 
that I have set up Saul to be king, for he is 
turned back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commandments ; and it grieved 
Samuel ; and he cried unto the Lord all night. 
And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul 
in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, 
Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him 
up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, 
and gone down to Gilgal : and Samuel came 
to Saul ; and Saul said unto him, Blessed be 
thou of the Lord; I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord. And Samuel 
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said, What meaneth then this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 
oxen which I hear? And Saul said. They 
have brought them from the AmaJekites ; for 
the people spared the best of the sheep and of 
the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God ; 
and the rest we have utterly destroyed."' 
Saul can make excuses ; but shows that he 
but too well undei'stood the command, by 
throwing upon the people the sparing, while 
joining himself in the destruction, so far as it 
went. But he dealt with the representative 
of One with whom vain excuses could not 
avail. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, 
and I will tell thee what the Lord hath said 
to me this night : and he said unto him. Say 
on. And Samuel said, "When thou wast 
little in thine own sight, wast thou not made 
the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord 
anointed thee king over Israel? And the 
Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, Go, 
and utterly destroy the sinners the Amale- 
kites, and fight against them until they be 
consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not 
obej the voice of the Lord ? " Saul repeats 
the assertion that he has obeyed, but that the 
people spared " the chief of the things, which 
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should have been utterly destroyed, to sacri- 
fice unto the Lord." And Samuel said, Hath 
the Lord as great delight in bumt-ofierings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than sacri- 
fice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 
For rebellicm is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry : be- 
cause thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lord he hath also rejected thee firom being 
king. And Saul said unto Samuel, I have 
sinned; for I have transgressed the com- 
mandment of the Lord, and thy words ; be- 
cause I feared the people and obeyed their 
voice (1 Sam. xv. 10-24). He then entreats 
Samuel to turn with him to worship, but he 
refuses, and turns from him, whereupon Saul 
lays hold of the skirt of his mantle, but only 
procures unto himself an adverse and signi- 
ficant sign ; for the mantle rent, and Samuel 
said, The Lord hath rent the kingdom of 
Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to 
a neighbour of thine that is better than thou. 
Samuel seems, however, not to have lost 
his regard for Saul, nor his yearning over 
him, though constrained to such severity ; 
for, on his renewed entreaty, Samuel turned 
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again after Saul, and though, after this day, 
he came no more to see Saul until his death, 
yet it is added, Samuel mourned for Saul ; 
even so that the Lord said unto him. How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have 
rejected him from reigning over Israel ? fill 
thine horn \Nath oil, and go, I will send thee 
to Jesse the Bcthlehemite ; for 1 have pro- 
vided me a king among his sons. From this 
time it appears that Saul, having forsaken 
the commandment of his God, was forsaken 
of Him. For after Samuel had anointed 
David, upon whom " the Spirit of the Lord 
came from that day forward," we read, " But 
the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, 
and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled 
him." This was evidently a judicial visita- 
tion, sealing his rejection and condemnation. 
Here, as in other places in the Old Testament, 
we see the absolute subjection of the spirits 
of evil to God, who could make, even of these, 
His ministers to do His pleasure. And Sauls 
servants said unto him. Behold, now, an evil 
spirit from God troubleth thee. They could 
see that this access of evil was both super- 
natural and penal ; and proposed a remedy, 
strange enough, in the harp of David him- 
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self, which was permitted to succeed ; and it 
came to pass, when the evil spirit from Grod 
was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and 
played with his hand, so Saul was refreshed, 
and the evil spirit departed from him (1 Sam. 
xvi. 23). If, as is probable, David's voice, in 
holy psalm, accompanied his hand, we may the 
less wonder at the power given to his harp to 
scatter evil, and refresh with Divine melody. 
David having become the attendant of 
Saul, who "loved him greatly, and he be- 
came his armour-bearer," — it is surprising 
that Saul should not have recognized him in 
the memorable conflict with Goliath of Gath, 
when we find Saul inquiring, " Whose son is 
this youth ? '* unless indeed his absence (for 
" David went and returned from Saul to feed 
his father's sheep at Bethlehem ") had been a 
very long one. But having recognized him, 
" Saul took him that day, and would let him 
go no more home to his fathers house." 
Soon, however, Sauls feelings toward him 
became utterly changed : jealousy and hatred 
to<:)k hold of him when he heard the women, 
who came out of all the cities of Israel, after 
Davids slaughter of Goliath, to meet Saul 
with tabrets, answering one another as they 
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played, and saying, Saul has slain his thou- 
sands, and David his ten thousands. And 
Saul was very wroth, and the saying dis- 
pleased him, and he said. They have ascribed 
unto David ten thousands, and to me they 
have ascribed but thousands ; and what can 
he have more but the kingdom ? " And Saul 
eyed David from that day and forward ''— 
we may be sure with an evil eye, for now 
the spirit of evil possessed him. David, on 
the morrow, played before Saul, as at other 
times, and there was a javelin in Saul's hand, 
which he cast, for he said, I will smite David 
even to the wall with it : and David avoided 
out of his presence twice ; and Saul was afraid 
of David, because the Lord was with him, and 
* was departed from Saul (1 Sam. xviii 6-12). 
But full of interest as is the course of 
David, it is not in this paper that it must 
be set forth, further than as it was so inter- 
mingled with that of Saul, as to compel 
notice in any sketch of the case of Saul. 
His fear of his unoflFending armour-bearer 
was that of the wicked who fleeth when no 
man pursueth ; and the various stratagems 
whereby he sought to destroy David show 
that the evil spirit not only troubled but in- 
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stigated him. He would even make his'own 
daughter the prize for such a personal en- 
(*ounter by David with the Philistines as Saul 
thought would insure his destruction ; as he 
said, " I will give him her that she may be a 
snare to him, and that the hand of the Philis- 
tines may be against him." But being dis- 
appointed, "Saul spoke to Jonathan bis son, 
and to all his servants, that they should kiU 
David." What signal folly as well as sin ! 
Jonathan "delighted much in David," and 
''all Israel and Judah loved David," — "he 
l)ehaved himself more wisely than all the 
servants of Saul, so that his name was much 
set by ; " and it was not likely, as the result 
proved, that such an unreasonable and shame- 
ful command should bear any other fruit than 
due notice to David of his danger. 

Upon Jonathan's pleading for David there 
was a temporary cessation of Sauls active 
hostility; he "hearkened unto the voice of 
Jonathan, and Saul sware, As the Lord liveth 
he shall not be slain." The renewed success, 
however, of David in subduing the Philistines, 
seems to have afresh stirred up the envy 
and animosity of Saul. Blinded by passion 
and resentment, David s valour against the 
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enemies of Saul only provoked the cruel in- 
justice of another attempt "to smite David 
even to the wall with the javelin ;" and upon 
his escape " Saul also sent messengers (assas- 
sins) unto David's house to watch him, and 
to slay him in the morning." David fled to 
Samuel in Kamah, and told him all that Saul 
had done to him : Saul pursues him ; and 
here we have the extraordinary episode, from 
which arose the saying, " Is Saul also among 
the prophets?" and which may now be no 
further intelligible to us than as the signifi- 
cant token that gifts are not graces. 

The course of Saul grows rapidly in its in- 
famous career ; for, on Jonathan's making ex- 
cuse for David 8 absence from the feast of the 
new moon, Saul's anger was kindled against 
Jonathan, and he said, "Now send and fetch 
him unto me, for he shall surely die ; and 
Jonathan answered Saul his father, Where- 
fore shall he be slain ? what hath he done ? 
and Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him ; 
whereby Jonathan knew that it was deter- 
mined of his father to slay David; so 
Jonathan arose from the table in fierce 
anger." Doeg the Edomite tells Saul (who 
makes bitter complaint against his servants, 
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as if conspiring with David, seeing that he 
was still at large), " I saw the son of Jesse 
coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of 
Ahitub, and he inquired of the Lord for him, 
and gave him victuals, and gave him the 
sword of Goliath the Philistine." Then Saul 
called Ahimelech, and all his father's house, 
the priests that were in Nob, and upbraided 
him. But Ahimelech, not feven knowing 
that David was out of favour, answered, 
" And who is so faithful among all thy ser- 
vants as David, who is the king's son-in-law ? 
... let not the king impute anything unto 
his servant, nor to all the house of my father ; 
for thy servant knew nothing of all this less 
or more" (1 Sa. xxii. 9-15). Saul, only 
aggravated by this favourable allusion to 
David by the innocent Ahimelech, says unto 
his servants, "Turn and slay the priests of 
the Lord." He had set at naught, as we 
have seen, his own solemn oath that David 
should not be slain. He now sets at naught 
the immunity of the sacred order, while 
giving his blameless victims their honourable 
title as " priests of the Lord." But his ser- 
vants, even the "footmen that stood about 
him," would not obey the sacrilegious and 
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cruel order ; so lie said to the vile informer 
Docg, " Turn thou, and fall upon the priests ; 
and Doeg the Edomite turned and fell upon 
the priests, and slew on that day fourscon^ 
and five persons that did wear a linen ephod ; 
and Nob, the city of the priests, smote he 
with the edge of the sword, both men and 
women, children and sucklings, and oxen, and 
asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword." 
Yet the iniquity of Saul, flagrant and im- 
pious as it was, still increases, not being yet 
full. He continues to seek David to kill 
him : after a brief intermission, through an 
invasion of the Philistines, "he took three 
thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and 
went to seek David and his men upon the 
rocks of the wild goats.'* It was in this 
pursuit that David, to show his innocence 
of all disposition to recriminate, cut off the 
skirt of Sauls robe privily, when, unobserved, 
he came upon him in the cave. Such, indeed, 
was the tenderness of David's conscience in 
regard to Saul, his king and father-in-law, 
that afterward " David's heart smote him, 
because he had cut off Saul's skirt, and he 
said unto his men. The Lord forbid that I 
should do this thing unto my master, the 
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Lord's anointed, to stretch forth my hand 
against him, seeing he is the anointed of the 
Lord." Saul himself was moved for the 
moment, when, leaving the cave, he went on 
his way, and David also arose, and " cried 
after Saul, saying. My lord the king," and 
bowed himself, making such tender expos- 
tulation with him and showing the skirt of 
his robe in evidence how recently Saul had 
been entirely at David's mercy, and how 
loyally his life had been held sacred. " And 
it came to pass, when David had made an end 
of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul 
said, Is this thy voice, my son David ? and 
Saul lifted up his voice and wept ; and he 
said to David, Thou art more righteous than 
I ; for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas 
I have rewarded thee evil : " a fresh and 
aflFecting proof in this case of Saul, that con- 
fession is not repentance ! He also acknow- 
ledges, " I know well that thou shalt surely be 
king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in thy hand," which being by divine 
appointment, it is but too plain that Saul was 
fighting against God in these persistent at- 
tempts to cut off the Lord s anointed. 

There wa^ but brief respite from his impious 
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purpose ; for in 1 Sa. xxvi. we find that Saul 
arose, and went down to the wilderness of 
Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of 
Israel with hira, to seek David, but was again 
to be moved to the acknowledging of David's 
magnanimity in afresh sparing his life, when 
he had taken the spear and the cruse of water 
from Saul's bolster in the camp at night, 
though he would do no more against one 
upon whom the Lord's anointing had been 
shed. He saw, however, that in Saul there 
was no real and abiding change, and said, 
I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul ; 
there is nothing better for me than that I 
should speedily escape into the land of the 
Philistines, and Saul shall despair of me, to 
seek me any more in any coast of Israel : 
and it was told Saul that David was fled to 
Gath ; and he sought no more again for him. 
It appears that David had judged rightly 
that Saul would now cease from what he 
would regard as a vain pursuit; not that Saul's 
purpose had else been changed. The climax 
of his miserable impiety approached : Samuel 
was dead : and when Saul's heart greatly 
trembled in view of an impending attack 
from the Philistine host, and he sought to 
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inquire of the Lord, the Lord answered liim 
not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 
prophets. He must have known that Samuel, 
notwithstanding his having been the instru- 
ment of the Lord s rebukes, had always been 
his faithful friend, and strongly desired to be 
able in this severe exigency to have recourse 
to his counsel. Then he said to his servants, 
Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, 
that I may go to her, and inquire of her. 
They replied, Behold, there is a woman that 
liath a familiar spirit at Endor. It is not 
for us in these days to understa.nd all that 
belongs to such mysterious permissions of 
the overruling providence of God : but as in 
our Saviour's day a manifest presence of evil 
spirits served to attest his power over them, 
so in the Old Testament, where so many 
condemnations of witchcraft appear, it may 
have been seen meet that the occasion for 
them in the evident reality of the crime 
should be openly displayed upon the record. 
And Saul disguised himself, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by night ; 
and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by 
the familiar spirit, and bring me him up 
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whom I shall name unto thee. What must 
have been his feelings, and what those of the 
companions he had made his accomplices, 
and introduced to such a scene, when the 
woman replied, Behold, thou knowest what 
Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those 
that have familiar spirits, and the wizards 
out of the land ; wherefore then layest thou 
a snare for my life to cause me to die ? He 
swears that she shall be secure, and says, 
Bring me up Samuel. And when the woman 
saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice, and 
said. Why hast thou deceived me ? for thou 
art Saul : and the king said unto her, Be not 
afraid, for what sawest thou ? and she said, 
An old man cometh up, and he is covered 
with a mantle ; and Saul perceived that it 
was Samuel. The whole chapter (1 Sa. 
xxviii) and chap, xxxi., the last of 1 Sam., 
almost requires to be quoted for the full 
illustration of these closing scenes in the 
teaching history of Saul. Here space only 
allows to be told that Samuel distinctly 
prophesies the impending ruin of Saul and 
deliverance of Israel into the hands of the 
Philistines, with express reference to the dis- 
obedience which had brought upon him such 
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a penal doom. It is, however, remarkable 
enough, that though Saul's iniquities were 
to be made full even by self-murder, lest 
he should be abused by the victorious foe ; 
Samuel says. To-morrow shalt thou and thy 
sons be with me. There is a trace, after all, 
of some dying sense of God and his people in 
his distracting horror of falling into the hand 
of "these uncircumcised f and Jonathan, one 
of the sons to be thus " with Samuel," was, 
we know, one of the most admirable of Scrip- 
ture characters: we have to observe these 
things, to ponder them, and to lay the hand 
upon the mouth. 

One thing is, however, clear — that the 
teaching in the case of Saul invites us to 
mark the danger of the first disobedience, 
especially when against the favour of God 
and his gracious visitation ; to note the down- 
ward course of resistance to His will ; to be- 
hold, not only the goodness, but the severity 
of God. 
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"MINISTERS AND MEN IN THE 
FAR NORTH." 

** Ministers and Men in the Far North." By Alex- 
ander Auld, Olrig. Wick : W. Rae. London : 
James Nisbet & Co. Edinburgh : Menzies & Co. 
1868. Pp. 400. 

It is not because this periodical* dates from 
"the north" that this notice appears in its 
pages. Remote as this " far north " is from 
our southern friends, it is also remote from- 
ourselves ; but this volume contains informa- 
tion respecting some devoted " ministers and 
men " in that ** far north " of Scotland that 
we think would interest those of our readers 
who, amid the many books of our day, 
should find time to take it up. 

First of all it gives memoirs of five 
eminent ministers — Alexander Gunn of 
Watten ; John Munro of Halkirk ; the 
brothers Finlay Cook of Reay, and Archi- 
bahl Cook of Bruan and Daviot; and John 
Sinclair of Bruan. Then it memorializes 
seventeen of those holy "men " who, without 

***The British Friend : " published at Glasgow. 
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any regular training or ordination, became 
faithful labourers for Christ, and favoured 
instruments in gathering souls unto Him. 
There are also "brief notices" of twelve good 
men, and five good women, who served their 
Lord and his people in their day; followed 
l)y three sermons, one by each of the brothers 
Cook, and the other by John Sinclair ; and by 
letters from both the " ministers and men " at 
the conclusion. Perhaps these additions to 
such lively though rapid sketches of varied 
Christian character and usefulness do not 
much increase the interest 

In the peculiarities of tjrpe and diversities 
of service among the individuals thus com- 
memorated, all of the far north of North 
Britain, there is much that is ^quaint and 
racy, and more that is animating and in- 
structive. The blessed oneness in the truth 
as it is in Jesus, that consists with great 
variety of temperament and training, is sig- 
nally illustrated. There is something in the 
panting of so many members of the Scotch 
Kstablishment, unknown to each other, for 
deliverance from its trammels, some of which 
certain of them lived to see broken in the 
great Disruption — much akin in its measure 
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to those struggles for freedom from ecclesias- 
tical usurpation which were among the 
exercises of our first Friends, before they 
knew that the same yearnings for deliverance 
were at work in the hearts of those to whom, 
upon the mutual discovery of their conflicts 
and convictions, they afterwards become so 
closely united in the fellowship and in the 
bonds of the gospel. But our space forbids 
more than a mere outline of the design and 
contents of this recent volume. At p. 110 
we find an expression of Fiulay Cook, which, 
while we must deem a simple dependence 
upon the renewed putting forth, and leading, 
in ministry, the more excellent way, we would 
yet willingly believe could be accepted by 
many who diflfer from us in thinking it right 
to prepare their addresses to the congregation. 
"The writer said to him (Finlay Cook), when 
he was confined by illness, *You don't need 
to study now, the old study will do.' *No, 
no,' he replied, *I study every day diligently, 
Ac. ; but after all, what is our study but dry 
bones, unless the Holy Ghost breathe on it 
from on high.' " 

A very few other extracts must close this 
brief notice. "Illustrative of Mr (Archibald) 
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Cooks uniform watchfulness of spirit, we 
may mention that he and some friends were, 
on the evening of a communion season at 
Halkirk, enjoying pleasant and profitable 
intercourse, when, to their regret and surprise, 
Mr C. suddenly withdrew; next day, how- 
ever, they discovered the cause — Mr Cook, 
in preaching, made this remark, * You, the 
people of God, may and ought to enjoy one 
another's society, but when you feel the 
Spirit of God departing from your spirits, it 
is time for you to separate ' '' (p. 126). 

"John Tait (one of the 'men') brought 
his friend Francis Swanson with him, &c. 
Francis' only utterance was (the question 
being marks of the true fear of God), *I think 
that a man who had the true fear of the Lord 
would, were he alone in a cave in the heart 
of the earth, there dread sin as much as in 
the presence of his fellow-men'" (p. 178). 
John Tait's trial (of sore soul-desertion, after 
long close communion with the Lord) was 
so deep and so prolonged that it undermined 
his bodily health, and laid him low. Mr 
Munro, Halkirk, who often visited him, used 
to say, "All the doctors in the world cannot 
cure John until the Sun of Righteousness 
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anew rise on his soul with healing in his 
wings." He did not specie much of his ex- 
perience at that time, but to two friends who 
went to see him he said, " Many seas have 
passed over my soul of late, and although I 
would not wish to discourage you, let me tell 
you that much that passes in the worid for 
religion will not be found to be so under the 
light of eternity" (p. 176). It is pleasant 
that the author can add, " At length, when 
the trial of his faith was complete, its victory 
was made known to him by the Lord Him- 
self, and the peace of God anew filled his soul." 

Joseph Mackay said, "The day of grace 
is not past with any who rejoice to meet 
with any of the Lord s people ; nor would 1 
give over hope regarding any who say, ' I 
wish I were like them'" (p. 215). 

Donald Miller, during a severe illness, "was 
visited by a professor of religion, who seemed 
to think believing in Christ an easy matter," 
and said, "Pious persons were gloomy people." 
"I would not," said Donald, "give their gloom 
for your faith. You are the author of your 
own faith, and will get leave to be the finisher 
of it, for Christ will not be the finisher of any 
faith of which he is not the author" (p. 265). 

G 
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George Mackay (Golticlay) said to a young 
puffed-up preacher, who did not like George s 
" parables," and wished him to be plain, " I 
have to say," said George, " that you can link 
passages of Scripture very well, but not a drop 
of grace ever went through your soul. Is that 
plain?'' It is believed that this person was so 
affected by George's faithful dealing that he 
gave up the work of the ministry (p. 271). 



ON A TASTE FOR POETET. 

It is much easier to say something about 
a taste for poetry than on poetry itself. I 
was asked, long ago, to define poetry, and 
found it diflScult enough. But a taste for 
poetry, more or less, generally finds a place 
in that order of mind, which being both 
educated and susceptible, both cultivated 
and refined, does not exclude ideality, but 
rather favours its development. Those, 
however, who have the true taste, possess 
themselves somewhat of the poetic tempera- 
ment : they have a measure of ideality of 
their own, though it may never have carried 
them beyond appreciative taste for the poetry 
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of others. But the profession to like poetry 
in circles where poetry, in common with 
other literature, is popular, is often made by 
those who have no power to appreciate it, 
and whose taste for it is as much an acquii'ed 
taste (if a taste at all) as the liking of 
olives. When Wordsworth s " Excursion" be- 
came fashionable, and it was undei*stood that 
it was the thing to admire it, a current of 
unintelligent profession to like it set in. 
Now it requires much perception and patient 
attention to get into Wordsworth's poetry, 
in which there is always a vein of thought, 
and of aim, below the surface ; so that 
these pseudo-admirers of him, admiring for 
fashion's sake, were found in the false 
position of praising what they did not 
comprehend. And this proved, for them, a 
very unhappy process; for jumping to the 
conclusion, from their experience of Words- 
worth, that what they ought to admire they 
would not understand, they acquired a fatal 
disesteem for some of the be^t poetry of our 
country, such as that of Cowper ; which 
being perspicuous, they supposed could 
hardly be good poetry, their notion of 
poetry having now become just this, thnt 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 ON A TASTE FOR POETRY. 

it was good in proportion as it was beyond 
their comprehension. 

Upon these blind votaries of Wordsworth, 
poets who, deeming that perspicuity should 
mark all composition, had made their mean- 
ing plain, produced very little effect. It is 
the unfathomable that excites them, and the 
incomprehensible that stirs them up to 
admire and wonder in the dark. They 
think they should l>e altogether wrong, and 
forfeit all reputation for having a taste for 
poetry, if they admired what was clear, and 
praised what they understood. 

This is really to be regretted ; because 
they are thus denied what might have been 
their true pleasure in poetry; and because 
they are thus led to lose sight of the un- 
doubted fact that in poetry as in prose, it is 
true art to be intelligible, and high art to 
present that which, while it is new, is also 
obvious. 

I am here drawing no comparison between 
Wordsworth anli Cowper ; and only cite 
them for illustrating what I wish to convey. 
It is great praise to Cowper to say that he 
is always perspicuous, for he always aimed 
to be so. It is no dispraise to Wordsworth, 
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who was purposely metaphysical and philo- 
sophic, to say that he is only clear to an 
audience "fit though few ;" for he wrote for 
the thoughtful, and for those who would 
take pains to get into his meaning. 

But when, by the verdict of those who 
could appreciate him, his name was up, and he 
was to be lauded and lionized, then was there 
a furor of blind admii-ation of the "Excursion," 
the remembrance of which has led to these 
thoughts on what passes as "a taste for 
poetry/' 



WHAT IS DESIGNED TO BE CONVEYED 
TO US BY OUR LORD'S ADDRESS TO 
PETER, ON HIS CONFESSION "THOU 
ART THE CHRIST," &c.— Matt. xvi. 16-19. 

It cannot be denied that a special prominence 
is given in the Acts of the Apostles to Peter. 
Whatever unwarrantable use may have been 
made of this fact as respects the claims to 
" St Peter's Chair," it is clear that the signal 
Denier became the illustrious Confessor of 
his Lord, and a most eminent instrument in 
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conversion to the faith of Christ. Perhaps 
this prominence was most safely given to one 
who would never forget, who could never 
<»ea3e to bewail, his humiliating fall. And it 
is consolatory to the ministers of Christ, who 
may deeply feel their own infirmities, and 
mourn over their past transgressions, to ob- 
serve that, in Peters case, such marvellous 
condescension was manifested. While his 
thrice-denial was recalled by the thrice- 
inquiry, " Lovest thou Me ? " so that Peter was 
grieved because his sin was thus brought 
pointedly to remembrance, the high commis- 
sion is, at the same time, thrice given, '' Feed 
my lambs. Feed my sheep," and again, '* Feed 
my sheep." It may especially comfort those 
who have wept bitterly for their sins and 
backslidings, to notice the remarkable tender- 
ness toward Peter shown in the express 
mention of him by the angel to the women 
at the sepulchre, "Go your way, tell His 
disciples, and Peter, that He goeth before 
you into Galilee," &c. — Mark xvi. 7. No 
doubt the energetic temperament of Peter, 
which, before the discipline of repentance, 
led to presumption and impetuosity, was 
seen to be capable, under full conversion, of 
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being sanctified and meet for the Masters 
use. The presumption that boasted, " Though 
all men shall be ofiended because of Thee, 
yet will I never be offended'' (Matt. xxvi. 
33), was succeeded by the impetuosity that, 
unbidden, drew the sword, and cut off the 
right ear of Malchus; so soon followed by 
the frailty that thrice denied the Lord ! The 
last inquiry (such is the noticeable retribution) 
which occasioned the last denial, — "Did I 
not see thee in the garden with Him?" — being 
also made by " his kinsman whose ear Peter 
cut off" (John xxviii. ,26). Well may he that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall I 
But when there is the precious gift of faith 
to be healed of backsliding as well as of sin, 
— " brands plucked fix)m the burning " can 
be made, not only monuments of their Re- 
deemer's mercy, but eminent instruments for 
showing forth His praise. Such high privi- 
lege for penitent Peter seems to be forecast 
in the gracious language that followed his 
being warned that Satan desired to have 
them that he might sift them as wheat, " but 
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not ; and when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren " — Luke xxii. 31. 
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Much, however, as these deeply interesting 
incidents in this great Apostle's history might 
be enlarged on, and greatly as they illustrate 
the humbling discipline, even to the receiving 
of " the sentence of death in ourselves," that 
we should never more " trust in ourselves," 
through which the ministers of Jesus may 
have to pass, the present purpose, mainly, is 
to consider our Lord's memorable address to 
Peter upon his prompt and clear confession, 
'' Thou art the Christ, the Son of the li^dng 
God" — Matt. xvi. 16. For it is remarkable 
— and as if Peter 'was to share the varied 
experience described by the Psalmist, " They 
mount up to the heaven, they go down again 
to the depths ; their soul is melted because 
of trouble" (Psalm cvii. 26) — that he was 
the first to confess the Lord whom he after- 
wards denied. 

After Jesus had said unto him, " Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven," He added these remark- 
able words, which have been so strangely 
wrested, and upon which such abuses have 
been built : " And I say also unto thee, that 
thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will 
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build my church ; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it ; and I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
Let us just consider, in this passage, not what 
it has been wrested to support, but what it 
was intended to convey : '* Thou art Peter " 
— a stone, and one that should be made 
"lively" and firm by being laid upon the 
Living Stone — "and upon this rock" — the 
thing revealed to Peter, that Jesus was the 
Christ — " I will build my church " — even the 
rock of ages, for in the past generations they 
drank of the same spiritual rock, and " that 
rock was Christ." Further, as to the power 
of the keys. There is no difficulty in ad- 
mitting that Peter, having been the one to 
make confession, in answer to the question, 
" Whom say ye that I am ? " is representative 
among the twelve, as in Luke xxii. 31, 32, 
" Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to 
have you that he may sift you as wheat, but 
I have prayed for thee" &c., and it is intel- 
ligible enough that he who, after his notori- 
ous fall, was least likely to be lifted up, should 
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be thus signalised. Certainly there was, 
very soon, a memorable binding on earth by 
the hand of Peter in the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira, upon which it is awful to believe 
tlie seal was set in heaven. As also a mar- 
vellous loosing on earth of captive sinners, 
which we cannot doubt was ratified in heaven 
(where is rejoicing over one that repenteth), 
when Peter was made the instrument of the 
conversion of three thousand souls in one 
day. In such a binding and a loosing, and 
in being "fishers of men," it is evident that 
the other disciples " were partners* with 
Simon." And there is no record that any of 
the others ever received such an awful rebuke 
as that to Peter, which it seems was adminis- 
tered so speedily upon this full and signal 
commission, as to balance, with respect to 
hira personally, the prominence it gave, and 
to banish, as we might have thought, for ever, 
all notions of his pre-eminence : " From that 
time forth," adds Matthew in this very pas- 
sage, " began Jesus to show unto his disciples 
how that He must go unto Jerusalem " [to 

♦ Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shaU loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. — Matt xviii. 18 ; see also John 
XX. 28. 
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suffer and to die]. " Then Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far 
from thee, Lord ; this shall not be unto thee ; 
but He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan ; thou art an oflFence unto 
me ; for thou savourest not the things that 
be of God, but those that be of men " — Matt, 
xvi. 21-23. 

Upon the whole, it seems we are to be 
instructed, by the terms of this signal com- 
mission, in the plenar}'- and judicial power of 
the Apostles, in the primitive churches which 
they planted ; soon, as we have seen, exer- 
cised literally, as afterwards in other instances 
in the Acts. And we are further taught 
that, in one respect — their plenary inspiration 
— there would still remain no appeal from 
their authority; in accord with the declaration 
9f Scripture in its closing book, touching the 
true Church, " And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and in them the names 

of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb " — Rev. 
xxi. 14. 
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THE MISSION OF THE EARLY FRIENDS 
WAS WRONGED BY BEING CHARGED 
WITH ATTEMPTING TO REVEAL, 
RATHER THAN TO RECOVER, TRUTH. 

The views and the course of the early 
Friends were shaped by two intelligible 
causes. First, by the panting of their souls 
after vital godliness ; and secondly, by their 
sense of the absence of it from those forms 
of religion by which they were surrounded. 
If we consider how these two causes would 
work, we shall the more readily understand 
those views and that course. The panting 
after God and His holiness, taking possession 
of the soul, makes it so thoroughly in earnest, 
that it pursues its object with full purpose, 
and at all hazards. It is neither daunted by 
the frown, nor dismayed by the enmity of 
the world. Such a soul may be deemed to 
be of "one idea;" but it is an idea of and 
from Him who " desires truth in the inward 
parts." And though a " wonder unto many " 
who cannot understand conduct, influenced 
"as seeing Him that is invisible," such a 
faithful soul presses directly toward the mark 
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for the prize of its high calling, and is deemed 
enthusiastic and fanatic accordingly. But 
such a course, being necessarily antagonistic 
to the course of this world, must present an 
aspect of aggression ; and, if also carried 
out with the zeal of the evangelist, will create 
alarm and opposition, like that which met 
the first promulgators of Christianity with 
the cry, " these that have turned the world 
upside down, are come hither also/' 

Thus, the early Friends, while aiming to 
revive the old truth, suffered from the im- 
putation of bringing in a new religion. By 
endeavouring to restore to the candlestick the 
gospel light, which dominant corruption had 
displaced, they incurred the charge that they 
were setting up a new light of their own. 
And their very valour for the truth greatly 
enraged its opposers; while their resolute 
tenacity, touching the law of their God, fear- 
fully stimulated the antagonism both of pro- 
fessors and profane. 

Had not truth fallen in the streets, so that 
equity could not enter, in that persecuting 
day, it might have been seen that they, in 
common with others, held themselves bound 
by the teaching and authority of Holy Scrip- 
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ture ; which would have scattered to the 
winds the charges against them of seeking to 
introduce into religion novelties of their own 
invention. So far from it, an author of their 
times, though not professing with them, dis- 
tinctly states it as "their chiefest care and 
business, so to accommodate all their actions, 
as that they might seem not to introduce 
any new upstart religion, but to resemble 
the ancient Primitive Church." — Gerard 
Croese, 1696. 

With this statement their views and 
course, candidly construed, are consistent ; 
and if any, in after days, have spoken or 
written of them as if they had anything to 
add unto the things of the Inspired Book, 
such persons have only dishonoured theii- 
memory, and damaged their w^ork. For 
their work was to promote, in newness of 
spirit and not in the oldness of the letter, 
a superstructure of Christian practice on the 
basis of Christian doctrine, building on the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone, 
in whom all the building fitly framed to- 
gether groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord— Ephes. i. 20-21. 
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REMARKS ON THE ALLEGATION THAT 
OUR EARLY AUTHORS SHOW SOME 
RESERVE ON THE DOCTRINE OF 
MAN'S TOTAL CORRUPTION IN THE 
FALL; WITH REMARKS ON THAT 
DOCTRINE. 

It may have been supposed there is a lack 
of pronounced assertion, in our early doctrinal 
writers, of the total depravity of man in the 
Fall. Yet the teaching they prominently 
upheld requires and implies the basis of ab- 
solute lapse in the first Adam. Had a 
measure of true light remained to any of his 
cliildren, as they stood in him, where had 
been the need that Christ, the second Adam, 
the "Light of the w^orld," should lighten 
every man coming into the world ? But by 
these early writers, doctrines, held by them in 
common with other Christians, were compara- 
tively, and naturally enough, little insisted 
on. If their " mission " was rather to revive 
neglected truth than to set foith the whole 
truth, they who expect to find in their writ- 
ings all gospel doctrines in equal fulness may 
be disappointed. I know of no old contro- 
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versial authors, among other denominations, 
of whom the same remark might not be made. 
All such authors, defective and one-sided as 
their works may be, should be given credit 
for having concluded that inquiry, touching 
the doctrine of the " common salvation," 
would be directed, not to their writings, but 
to Holy Scripture. 

That all are "children of wrath" by nature 
is a "Scripture term," carrying what is com- 
prised in " original sin," which is not a 
" Scripture term," and with greater force. 
The total corruption of man's nature in the 
Fall is the distinguishing doctrine of Christi- 
anity, which alone teaches it, and which 
depends upon it ; for out of it, as from their 
root, the other Christian doctrines grow. Its 
veto upon human merit, on the possibility of 
which the better sorts of false religions pro- 
ceed, at once disposes of them, however 
plausible. Before that uncompromising stand- 
ard which displays the decree, " Ye must be 
born again," not only the morals of Socrates, 
and the spiritualities of Plato, but the kind- 
red theories and speculations of later days, 
must fade away. The religion of the Bible 
destroys that trust in self which is the 
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comer-stone of the most refined of other 
systems, and teaches, in all generations, the 
reaching forth to lay hold of other righteous- 
ness than that of self for justification. Faith 
only can thus lay hold, and faith is the gift 
of God, whose good Spirit leads to repent- 
ance, bestowing the purifying faith in Jesus. 
And while it is, and has been, fully admit- 
ted that partial declarations of doctrine must 
be looked for in works addressed to the, 
support of special truths — it may be asserted 
that no statement purporting to be one of 
the general doctrine of Scripture can be 
deemed satisfactory that does not embrace 
" Ruin in the Fall, Redemption through 
Jesus Christ, and Regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit." 



THE IDEAL AND THE REAL IN OUK 
CHURCH. 

Let some thoughts on this fruitful but deli- 
cate subject be accepted, rather as suggestive, 
than as the result of a judgment too nearly 
allied to censure. It does, however, some- 
what aggravate the sense of spots and 

H 
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blemishes, when these appear in the very- 
things as respects which a special purity is 
professed. For instance, wealth is greatly 
decried among Friends ; such is their ideal ; 
but whether, in the real, both in regard to 
the pursuit and the influence of it, there be 
a close correspondence with this ideal, may 
be doubted. It is, however, quite another 
thing to decry the wealthy, who may be such 
neither by their own aim or will ; this, let us 
hope, does not belong to our ideal ; for it 
would be injurious to us to forget that, as the 
poor may be, and often are, rich in faith, so 
may the rich be poor in spirit. Again, 
learning has not been greatly exalted in our 
ideal : but, in the real, one is not as sure as 
one would like to be that there is no undue 
leaning among us upon those who have the 
repute of learning. It is good in itself, and 
good in the Church, under the needful guards. 
But it would be an ill day for us when al)le 
erudition and skilled facility should extend 
an influence that might mar the simplicity of 
the truth. "Son William," said Admiral 
Penn, when, " wearied to live as well as near 
to die/' he took leave of him, " if you and 
your friends keep to your plain way of 
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preaching, and keep to your plain way of 
living, you will make an end of the priests* 
to the end of the world." 

Further, a godly sincerity is thoroughly 
the ideal of Friends ; yet it may be a ques- 
tion whether our exaltation of caution into 
a cardinal virtue, in our real, has assisted 
the exemplification of this ideal. Circum- 
spection, within reasonable limits, is good ; 
but an almost legal acumen in conceiving 
and suspecting every remote or possible 
bearing is but a poor substitute for the 
prompt and clear perceptions of those who 
live in the spirit of the gospel. It may be, 
even, that such cautious treatment of sub- 
jects, a mode of handling them verging on 
the diplomatic, has been latterly too highly 
thought of among us. I doubt if it be alto- 
gether the way of true safety. " There is a 
path that no fowl knoweth, and that the 
vulture's eye hath not seen." 

Once more, and finally, self-denial belongs 
to our ideal. But it should ever be remem- 
bered that the essence of self-denial is in the 
cross upon self-will, self-pleasing, and sclf- 

* An expression of ecclesiastical corruption more glaring then 
than now. 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 THE IDEAL AND REAL IN OUR CHURCH. 

accommodation. Whether the true scriptural 
meaning of self-denial, and taking up the 
cross, has been always appreciated among us, 
one hesitates to decide. But self-denial, the 
taking up of " the cross of Christ," as it has 
been so improperly termed (for we only read 
in Scripture of a man taking up his cross, 
not Christ's), is clearly the ideal of Friends. 
What is, in this respect, the real ? We see 
some carrying out will, in preference to the 
judgment and the unity of the Church; 
others really consulting their own pleasure 
in escape from the sore bondage of worldly 
customs ; and others securing great personal 
accommodation by a plain and untrouble- 
some manner of living in tranquil homes, 
where everything, from base to attic (so dif- 
ferent from fashionable houses), speaks of a 
most successful regard to comfort. And all 
this, in all of these, associated with an ideal 
of self-denial ! Such instances, at least, if 
not actually seen, may be imagined ; while it 
should be thankfully admitted that, within 
our borders, in as large a proportion as in 
those of any outside them, to say the very 
least, are found the hearts that understand, 
and the examples that illustrate, the true self- 
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denial of the Gospel ; such as live in the 
spirit of self-sacrifice for others for Christ's 
sake; not uuto themselves but unto Him 
who died for them and rose again. 



A CUESORY EEVIEW OF THE PRESENT 
(1868) STATE OF THE SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS. 

If I attempt some estimate of the present 
state of our Society, it will not be statistical 
or elaborate, but rather a mere survey of the 
salient characteristics of our day. 

That a great change in the external aspect 
has of late obtained there can be no doubt ; 
but it will be more truly and wisely attri- 
buted to the rise of an educated generation, 
that, having been taught to think, thinks for 
itself, than to those relaxations in " rules " to 
which it has been somewhat hastily referred. 
Let not " consistent " parents be blamed for 
having accommodated themselves to this 
change ; it was inevitable ; they would have 
gained nothing by resistance but a loss, if 
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not a breach — a loss of hold upon the 
affections of their children, if not a breach 
on the part of those children with the 
Society altogether. But, for one, I give such 
parents credit for having accepted, and wisely 
accepted, this change, at the cost of much 
secret suffering; they may yet be cheered 
as good sense, good taste, and (above all) 
good feeling prevail, by seeing their dear 
ones more and more freed from the yoke of 
fashion and the taint of worldliness; and 
may still more be comforted, by seeing them 
increasingly surrendered to that cleansing of 
the "inside of the cup and the platter" 
whereby the outside becomes clean also. 

Probably not a few Friends attended our 
last Yearly Meeting under much pressure. 
Not uncalled for were the observations, in 
the last sitting, of our dear and lamented 
John Pease (I quote from The Friend), who 
"expressed his desire that none might go 
from this Yearly Meeting unduly discouraged 
by not having been so sensible as in former 
years of refreshment of soul ; the promise of 
the Comforter remains. Return to your 
homes, your services, your duties, your 
gracious Master will not suffer you to be cast 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 119 

down ; but if you continue faithful wiU in 
the end give you the victory." I have 
reason to know that he partook of those* 
depressed feelings which he thus sought to 
assuage ; and it remains a painful thought 
that the prominence of the discourager, if 
not accuser, should have shaded his last 
Yearly Meeting. This prominence, however, 
resides really within small compass ; and it 
is the knowledge that so it is, together with 
the fear that repression would but stimulate 
opposition, that inclines the Yearly Meeting 
rather to submit to much that contravenes 
the feeling of the body (and presents to 
strangers a misrepresentation of it), than by 
checks to provoke outbreaks in quarters little 
amenable to considerations of decent con- 
descension or Gospel order. Still the effect 
upon many of the sittings last year, of this 
patient submission on the part of the Yearly 
Meeting, was injurious, and, as already men- 
tioned, even painful. A notice of this sub- 
ject, though unwillingly taken, could not be 
truthfully omitted in the " estimate " of this 
paper, which can hardly be favourable, as to 
this important point of the right holding of 
our annual assembly, while such disturbing 
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influence is prominent, and allowed to have 
free course. 

With regard to difference of view and 
judgment apparent, as must be expected, 
among us, I would still hope that what may 
be deemed evil may be yet overcome with 
good. I speak not of differences upon 
cardinal points, as the authenticity and 
authority of the Inspired Volume, and those 
doctrines of the " common salvation " de- 
duced therefrom ; these differences admit of 
no accord or compromise. But I would fain 
hope that if any rumour of such " offences " 
being brought in reached us at last Yearly 
Meeting, they may be in a way to be 
removed without lasting injury to the flock. 
Even such grave diflSculties as these, not 
only pernicious but contagious, have been 
known to give way before the faith and 
prayers of the living members of the Church ; 
and more reliance can be placed on these 
means of dealing with them, than upon any 
outward appliances. At the same time, the 
intervention of judicious appointments, by 
superior meetings, has often had its use, and 
would more often have been beneficial had 
they not been kept too long on foot ; timely 
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assistance, and for a time, may strengthen, 
but, prolonged into permanence, will paralyse 
the meeting it was designed to aid. 

It is doubtful whether anything will be 
gained by our shutting our eyes to the fact 
that considerable diflferences of sentiment 
(apart, I trust, from vital doctrine) exist 
among us ; indeed, unless there were mere 
union of opinion without investigation, how 
should it be otherwise ? The sort of educa- 
tion already alluded to precludes receiving 
by tradition or taking upon trust. In this 
generation opinions are formed and not 
transmitted ; they will be sure to vary to 
some extent ; but this need not prevent, 
among the upright in heart, a unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 

What one cannot but desire is just this : 
that making allowance one for another, ac- 
cording to our varied experiences and divers 
stand-points, we should not expect others to 
see with our eyes, or to be measured by our 
rule. Giving each other credit for uprightness, 
let us not judge one another any more, but 
— and especially in our religious meetings — 
let us seek to be freed from all self-preference, 
prejudice, and uncharitablcness. So long as. 
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thus seeking, we can together draw near in 
reverent silence to the throne of grace, and 
be prepared to " receive one another as Christ 
hath received us,*' I do not think we need to 
be greatly troubled by these diversities of 
view. Whether they relate to what may be 
terraed the " action " of the Society ; to the 
conflicting claims of any foreign separated 
Yearly Meetings; to a preference of the 
former days before the present, or of ancient 
to modem authors ; to the dropping of old 
regulations or the adoption of new — ^views 
on either side may be held by honest minds 
and loving hearts, and are not such as should 
be allowed to interfere with the plain Chris- 
tian duty of endeavouring to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

On the vitally important subject of the 
ministry exercised among us, I think a just 
"estimate" is made in the ** Report" pre- 
sented by the Yearly Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders, and adopted and circulated by 
the Yearly Meeting. On the whole, it ex- 
presses the belief that a living ministry is 
preserved to our Church. It is to be ex- 
pected, from various causes, that redundance 
rather than deficiency should be, in this 
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respect, the order of our day. And it be- 
comes a serious question, and one well worthy 
of deep individual heart-searching on the part 
of those who thus speak, whether the full 
surrender has been made to those operations 
of the baptising Hand, which can alone pre- 
pare able ministers of the New Testament, 
even of the Spirit that giveth life, and that 
can raise it in our solemn meetings, through 
instruments thus qualified from time to time, 
however weak in themselves, and becomingly 
distrustful of self. Let it not be doubted 
that mere superficial -offerings, however 
comely, may too much resemble the wild vine 
that brought death into the pot of the sons 
of the prophets; while that which really 
arises and proceeds under renewed baptism 
for the service, may perhaps be likened to 
the " meal " — the " bread-corn bruised " under 
a preparing power — which Elisha called for 
as the remedy alike nutritious and restorative. 
In this slight review one can hardly 
exclude from notice some signs of a drifting 
into more of apparent "mixing among the 
people " (Hos. vii. 8) in the struggle against 
ecclesiastical usurpation than would have 
suited the Friends of my early days; who. 
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while zealous for their Christian testimony, 
were most careful that it should ever stand 
solely upon its own religious ground, broadly 
distinguished from all the political strivings 
of the people. They felt the weight of hav- 
ing to thwart, in some of their testimonies, 
the law of the land, and were anxious to show 
that it was only their constraint to obey God 
rather than man, that could warrant them to 
do so. And in nothing did they show it more 
conspicuously than by their strict isolation 
from all popular agitation, even for right 
objects — such as the present commotion in 
regard to the Irish Church. I continue to 
regret — though, having expressed my views 
fully at the Meeting for Suflferings in Sixth 
Month last, it is now my place to submit to 
the judgment of my brethren — that Friends 
have moved in this matter, by the wide and 
active circulation, at this juncture, of the 
pamphlet * issued by the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings. While I am of the mind that not only 
of the State Church of Ireland, but of that in 
England also, the doom is sealed — for I must 



* Excellent as it may be in the abstract, I could rejoice in the 
suspension of its circulation during the parliamentary conflict 
about to convulse the land. 
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believe that "every plant which our Heavenly- 
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up '' 
— I am yet more than ever of the mind, 
that it would have been the consistency and 
"strength" of Friends to have "sat still." 
An illustrious opportunity for making mani- 
fest in the face of the nation, by our absolute 
isolation from the universal agitation, that 
our ground remained to be the religious 
ground exclusively, has, in my judgment, 
been lost. It was clearly impossible for 
Friends to make any appearance in the fray 
\\dthout incuiring the imputation that they 
had drifted into change as to their ground in 
these matters ; and that, instead of continu- 
ing to commit them to Him, whose purposes 
through all obstructions can ripen fast, they 
had fallen into something like identification 
^ath that "arm of flesh'' which the spiritual 
body, the true Church, could only employ to 
its own hurt So much, by way of hint for 
the future, as what is passed must, of course, 
be accepted, if it cannot be approved. The 
moral to be pointed (if I might venture to 
suggest it) appears to be this : whether there 
may not be a danger for Friends, in these 
days of rapid and scarcely reflective life. 
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when movement and action, and perhaps the 
yoke of the world, have much discounte- 
nanced what is implied in "sitting alone," 
"keeping silence," and " bearing" a better 
"yoke," — whether there may not be a danger, 
even for Friends, of their very mode of testi- 
mony-bearing becoming secularised?* — while 
that which gave to their testimony its ancient 
lustre and true weight was emphatically its 
religious root I 

There appears to me, however, upon the 
whole, cause for true thankfulness in not a few 
of the present aspects of our body. A general 
disposition in our meetings to bring forward 
the upright in heart of the younger class, and 
to place confidence in them, as well as re- 
sponsibility upon them, is apparent, and of 
much value. There is a widespread and 
increasing attachment in our members to 
their main Christian principles. The per- 
severing efforts of our young people for the 
spiritual and temporal good of those around 
them, not only in First-day Schools but in 
various other directions, are beyond all expec- 



• The qiiaiut old advice, "not to discourse of the outward 
l»ower8,"* shows how deeply the early Friends dreaded any poli- 
tical taint u])on their Christian testimony. 
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tation and all praise. Our Friends in Ireland 
are alike exertive and exemplary. Their 
epistles to our Yearly Meeting are lively and 
edifying in no common measure. The same 
may be truly said of the foreign epistles also. 
It is plain that the large bodies of Friends in 
America are preserved in a good decree of 
life, health, and usefulness. There is much 
hope that our Friends in Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, many of whom are in close unity 
with ours and that of Dublin, will ere long 
see their way to a renewal of correspondence 
with the brotherhood of Yearly Meetings ; 
some elements of difficulty in Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting have given way, and there 
is good ground to believe that a valuable 
body, within its limits, unites, with a warm 
attachment to those Christian principles 
which have ever distinguished our Society, 
a firm adherence to the doctrines of Christ ; 
8o that whenever it shall consider the time 
come (which must be left to itself as that 
which we cannot hasten) to resume the 
correspondence, it may well be to the com- 
fort and rejoicing of all the other Yearly 
Meetings. 
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We often hear complaints of the misquoting 
of Scripture, which is, however, but a slight 
fault in comparison with that of misapplying 
it. And yet I have observed that the former, 
being very obvious, is more apt to invite 
censure (sometimes too severe) than the latter, 
which, though less obvious to the common 
ear, is so much more to be reprehended- 
A misquotation, while the sense may not be 
materially or at all affected, may receive incon- 
siderate criticism ; a misapplication, which 
really perverts the true meaning, may pass 
current. For instance, I have heard the 
" seamless garment " of our Lord alluded to 
as implying His simplicity and humility ; 
whereas it was costly and superior, probably 
the gift of one of those " w^ho ministered unto 
Him " — in fact, so rare and valuable, that 
the soldiers at once agreed, " let us not rend 
it ;" and they cast lots for it accordingly. 

Again, fault has been found with a fre- 
quent misquotation — viz., " Christ within the 
hope of glory," instead of " Christ in you " 
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(as it stands) " the hope of glory." But there 
is far more ground for censure in the mis- 
application which gives any other sense to 
this text than we find in one strictly parallel 
— " that Christ may dwell in your hearts hy 
faith" Further, where the apostle so fer- 
vently desires that " Christ might be formed " 
in those to whom he wrote, would it not be 
a misapplication to construe otherwise than 
as the wish that they might be Christ's by 
"having His Spirit "~Rom. viii. 9? Wo 
have even heard, sometimes, more of Christ 
being in us, than of our being in Him ; thus 
destroying the true significance of His own 
beautiful figure of the union between Himself 
and His disciples, " Abide in me, and I in 
yoti ; as the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine, no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me; 1 am the 
Vine ; ye are the branches " — John xv. 4, 5. 
Another figure, also divinely selected, like 
that of the vine — viz., ** I am the Light of 
the world " — may not have been exempt from 
perversion. It has been, indeed, set forth, 
not in ** Scripture terms," to which we are 
advised to keep. The "Light within" — 
" Inward light "— " The light of Christ ''—are 
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not "Scripture terms." They may, even, 
seem to point rather to a candle in the house, 
than to the sun in the heavens. It is the 
sun which is the light of the world, and of 
course the true figure ; and surely that which 
most clearly and convincingly illustrates the 
universality of the ' grace of God in Jesus 
Christ. He is the "Sun of Righteousness" 
for man, who has no righteousness of his 
own. He rises on a fallen world, with 
healing in His wings, and lighting every 
man that cometh into it. We may not be 
informed of the manner of divine mercy in 
dealing with those outside of our own dis- 
pensation. Enough for us to hold fast by 
this true figure of the " Saviour of the world," 
the sun of the "common salvation," whose 
" going forth is from the end of the heaven, 
and His circuit unto the ends of it, and there 
is nothing hid from the heat thereof" — 
Psa. xix. 4-6. 

I have been the more willing to point out 
a few misapplications, looking on them as 
far more important than misquotations (while 
we are equally advised against both), seeing 
that some of them have scarcely a sound 
tendency, however unintended by any who 
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have adopted them. They were, doubtless, 
designed to enforce the indispensable inward 
work of grace. But the enforcement of all 
that is comprised in the doctrine of the 
Spirit, " the renewing of the Holy Ghost shed 
upon us through Jesus Christ," is a more 
effectual, because more scriptural, way of 
setting forth the essential transforming work 
upon our spirits. I greatly shrink from 
mere theological distinctions ; but a Society 
which, like our own, has always upheld that 
Scripture reveals, in the One Godhead, a 
" Father, Son, and Holy Ghost," is bound to 
beware even of tendencies to sink this r(i- 
vealed doctrine in actual confusion of the 
offices of the Saviour and the Spirit. I 
cannot forget what was once said to myself 
by a shrewd and outspoken Hicksite from 
America, " We did not hear anything about 
Jesus of Nazareth in our meetings before 
William Forster came over; the difference 
between you and us is just this, you believe 
in an outward Saviour, we believe the Saviour 
is within." 
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*' A JUST weight and balance are the Lord s ; 
all the weights of the bag are his work" 
(Prov. xvi. 11). And if so in the outward, 
how much must it concern us to hold an even 
balance as to His own sacred doctrine. The 
just weight and balance is not maintained 
when even the glorious work of the Saviour 
of men in redemption is dwelt upon to the 
exclusion of His baptizing operation in re- 
generation. The teaching of our heavenly 
Father in the Scriptures given by inspiration 
of God, shows us by the very terms of the 
baptism that now saves (into the names of 
the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost) 
that it works by faith in the operations of 
the Spirit as well as in those of the Saviour, 
whom, God so loved the world, as not to spare 
for us. There must be, also, of course, under 
baptism into the name of the Father, belief 
that He is, and in the record He hath given of 
His Son ; and further, that faith itself is His 
gift. Thus w^e see our need to set a guard 
against putting asunder what He has joined ; 
and that nothing short of belief in, and sub- 
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jection to, the work of the Holy Spirit upon 
our spirits will effect in us an appropriating 
faith in the atonement, mediation, and all- 
suflBciency of the Saviour ; for " no man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost." 

But that which has led into these con- 
siderations may be plainly acknowledged to 
be the fact, too obvious to be ignored, that a 
few still among us may be in danger of so 
falling back upon the " one-sidedness " in 
doctrine of early controversial days — then 
excusable, but not so now — as to take very 
partial views of Christian doctrine itself. 
Do not such forget that the first Friends, in 
always appealing to Holy Scripture, evi- 
dently expected that their true successors 
would base their system of religion upon it, 
and not upon the writings they themselves 
might leave behind them? If this latter 
course be taken, is there not some risk that 
" their fear toward me wiU be taught by the 
precept of men" rather than by that of 
Christ? 

Happily there is much brotherly love 
among Friends. As we sit in our religious 
meetings, some of us, when we hear senti- 
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raents with which the body cannot agree, and 
which even distress it, are very sensible, 
while sorrowful for the Church, of a tender 
sorrow also for those who bring in this trial ; 
and who, had enlargement accompanied up- 
rightness, and humility tempered honesty, 
might have been so valuable to us. It is a case, 
undoubtedly, in which the exhibition greatly 
exceeds the dimensions; and yet the pro- 
minence it has latterly assumed in our Yearly 
Meeting forces it into notice, and subjects it 
to comment. In this and in other ways, ad 
by publication also, publicity is given to the 
fact, that very defective views of the doc- 
trines of Christianity are upheld among us. 
And those who are thus instrumental in bring- 
ing up an evil report of the body cannot 
but find themselves eventually brought into 
a false position by departing from the testi- 
mony of Friends against all human creeds. 
For they virtually separate themselves from 
the unity of the body, which will assuredly 
maintain this testimony against all human 
dominion over faith, and all articles of belief, 
whether in the shape of catechisms, propasi- 
tions, or any other formula. 

Nothing, indeed, can be more opposed to 
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the principles of Friends than the calling of 
any man father upon earth. They have 
ever accepted the injunction — "Neither \)e 
ye called masters, for one is your Master, 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren." And 
yet it cannot but be noticed that a few who 
assume to be the true " Quakers " are con- 
spicuous for disobeying this command. There 
was, even in primitive times, somewhat of 
this " glorying in men ; " " some of Paul, and 
some of Apollos," &c, which the apostle 
hesitated not to ascribe to the carnal mind, 
though connected with some sort of rehgious 
zeal. It led to difficulty and divisions even 
then ! Nor needs it to be concealed that so 
may the same thing now. There cannot be 
real agreement between those who intrench 
themselves, as to points of belief, on passages 
of some of our old authors as if of binding 
authority ; and those who, while satisfied 
with the public documents of our Yearly 
Meeting, do not commit themselves to en- 
dorse everything that even these contain, 
knowing that, approvable as they are in the 
main, they must not be exalted into any rule 
of faith. In fact, so wide is the difference 
both in root and branch, that it seems vain 
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and unwise to ignore it. Let credit be given 
all around for honest intention ; let brotherly 
allowance be made all around for various 
training, circundstances, and stand-points, and 
then it will rather promote than extinguish 
charity for the diflference to be acknowledged 
and above-board. The mistake that has led 
the few in question to create it appears to be 
in their having bounded their own view to 
the horizon of the early Friends, who saw 
not, in the fervour of their day, whither that 
which was extreme or one-sided might lead, 
and who could not foresee that an enemy, 
watching all such un watchfulness, might, in 
after-times of Hicksism or other unsoundness, 
turn to painful account some of their less 
guarded passages or statements. And it is 
to be regretted that any should remain un- 
taught and unwarned by the experience of 
two centuries unknown to our predecessors, 
in whose indemnity they cannot be included. 
The calm but open recognition of actual 
diversity between the body of Friends and a 
few of its members tends to remove what is 
very prejudicial — a smothered dissatisfaction 
with an nssiiraed yet unreal agreement. Of 
course this dissatisfaction is aggravated by 
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the sense that it would indeed be well for 
the fellow-members of our little church to be 
one in judgment and belief So far as this 
desirable condition may still be attained, it is 
more likely to come through experience than 
argument. Patience and prayer may avail 
where harshness and opposition would but 
alienate. As the body of the Society remains 
united, individuals not in unity with it will 
either dwindle or withdraw, or (which is far 
better) be yet gathered into the bosom of the 
Church. Not only for them, but for us all, 
it is well to ponder the importance of a just 
balance in doctrine. Many truths may be 
held by those who do not give to other truths 
their just weight, which in some sense is Uke 
holding truth in unrighteousness. Our aim 
should be, notwithstanding our many failures, 
to "stand perfect and complete in all the 
will of God ; " but if we take our stand upon 
portions only of His revealed will, it is plain 
that we must lose our aim. The dra.w- 
back upon "distinguishing views" is their 
tendency to " one-sidedness ; " and the way 
to avoid this is to see to it that we uphold 
them but as the superstructure upon the 
doctrines of the "common salvation" by Jesus 
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Christ. This evangelical basis should not be 
as a foundation buried out of sight ; but laid 
in open view, upon the " Rock of ages, cleft 
for us." 



ON DUE RESPECT TO THE GRAVES OF 
THE DEPARTED. 

My attention was afresh led to this subject 
by having felt interested in the planting and 
beautifying of a graveyard within our Monthly 
Meeting. 

It is noticeable that we find so much in 
Scripture on having great regard to the place 
where we lay our dead. How remarkably 
are the references repeated in the Old Testa- 
ment, and carried forward into the New, as 
to "the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a 
sum of money of the sons of Emmor, the father 
of Sychem " — Acts vii. 16. It is true that Jacob 
could not therd lay his beloved Rachel, as 
she died so far away: but he, when dybig in 
Egypt, and charging his sons to bury him 
with his fathers in the cave in the field of 
Ephron in Canaan, emphatically added, "there 
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they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife ; 
there they buried Isaac and Rebecca his wife; 
and there I buried Leah." The place also of 
"Rachel's grave" is, saith the Scripture, so 
called unto this day. Joseph, in giving 
commandment concerning his bones, doubt- 
less directed them to be laid in the same 
distinguished "possession of a burying place," 
the cave that was in the field of Machpelah 
before Mamre in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought with the field of Ephron 
the Hittite"— Gen. xlix. 30. 

The teaching of these, and many other 
Bible instances, is made the more striking, as 
the doctrine of resurrection was not then 
revealed ; and therefore this tender and lov- 
ing regard was paid only to a body left 
to perish irrecoverably in the triumphant 
grave. 

Something must be granted to attach to 
the notion of a resurrection even from the 
tomb: it is favoured by the fact that "the 
graves were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, and came out of the 
graves, after His resurrection, and went into 
the Holy City, and appeared unto many " — 
Matt, xxvii. 52-3. We know that God can 
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give a body as it pleaseth Him, and to every 
seed His own body : and the apostle s teach- 
ing seems to point to the grave being as the 
seed-plot of a body that can be raised to 
inherit in corruption : "It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body " 
— 1 Cor. XV. 44. We are to be heedful of just 
what Scripture appears intended to convey, 
and it is impossible, in presence of these de- 
clarations, to deny that they tend to deepen 
our regard to the resting-places of the de- 
parted. 

Jesus alone, of men who have tasted death, 
saw no corruption : and whatever change 
might pass upon His sacred body from the 
time when, after His resurrection, He took the 
fish and honey-comb "and did eat before 
them " previous to His ascension, there ap- 
pears to l)e Scripture warrant for the usual 
belief that " as man He fills the throne of 
God" (Newton), where He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us. Stephen beheld 
Him, in His humanity as well as His deity, 
when, "being full of the Holy Ghost, he 
looked up," in his last moments, "steadfastly 
into Heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
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Jems standing on the right hand of God ; 
and said, Behold I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man (in His humanity) 
standing on the right hand of God" — Acts 
vii. 55-6. Such a view of this interesting 
but deep subject, on which it so well becomes 
us not to soar above that which is written, 
does certainly tend to confirm consoling faith 
that " we have not (in the present tense) a 
High Priest that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities," while, at the same 
time, clothed with "all power "to help us 
under them, seeing that "in Him dwelleth 
(not dwelt) all the fulness of the godhead 
bodily." 

I have heard it imputed to Friends, by 
those who do not know them, that these 
views are less accepted by them than by 
other (Christians : but I venture to assert 
that, as a tenderly domestic people, they 
manifest great regard to the place where 
their cherished dead are laid ; and that, as a 
believing people, they love to think of Jesus 
of Nazareth as " gone into heaven, and at the 
right hand of God, angels, and authorities, 
and powers, being made subject unto Him " — 
(1 Pet. iii. 22). It is no wonder, with these 
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Scripture intimations, that Christians should 
regard with reverence the place of their dead. 
They cannot but associate with it some of 
those thoughts to which our Lord turned the 
mourner for Lazarus, " Thy brother shall rise 
again!" "Martha" (whose faith does not 
seem to me to have been duly appreciated by 
those who are so fond of undervaluing her) 
saith unto Him, " I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day;" 
and Jesus, while condescending to weep at 
the grave with human sympathy, proclaimed 
Himself, in His divine character, the resur- 
rection and the life ; so that the dead in Him 
should not only rise, but live, even in the 
life that should " never die." 

The resurrection of Jesus, the Head, is 
thus held to include that of His members. 
But it is not wise or safe to go beyond " the 
form of sound words or Scripture terms " in 
reference to so mysterious though interesting 
a subject. I rather like Wm. Penn s allusion 
to it in these words (Defence of a Paper 
caUed Gospel Truths, &c., 1698) when show- 
ing that he who believes in Christ as a pro- 
pitiation must believe all essential articles of 
Christian faith, "he must believe in heaven 
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and hell, rewards and punishment, and con- 
sequently the resurrection of the just and 
unjust; for why should he be concerned 
about being freed from the guilt of his sin, if 
he were unaccountable in another world ? " 

In fact Friends may have been misappre- 
hended upon such subjects as these, simply 
because they have been more backward than 
others in advancing or advocating views, 
relative to divine things, that border on 
speculation. There is no doubt that, in 
common with other Christians, they appreci- 
ate the weight of doctrine comprehended 
in primitive testimony to "Jesus and the 
Kesurrection." They can have no wish to 
separate the members of Christ from His 
likeness, any more than from His love. 
These, if planted in the likeness of His death, 
are also to be planted in the likeness of His 
resurrection.* Is there not something to 
warrant the idea (unapprovable as to some 
it may appear), that as Stephen recognized 
Jesus in the opened heavens, we may again 
know our loved and lost among the Blessed ? 



• But this text, like others on the same subject, has, of course, 
also a most weighty spiritual signification. 
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" If in this life only" — such are the trials of 
probation and the exercises of the warfare — 
'* we have hope in Christ, we are," says the 
apostle, "of all men most miserable." But 
he most significantly, as to our present topic, 
adds, "But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept ; for since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead" — 
1 Cor. XV. 21-22. David, even, seems to have 
refreshed his soul with some foreshadowing^ 
of the full redemption : "He, seeing this 
before (said Peter), spake of the resurrection 
of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell 
(the grave), neither His flesh did see corrup- 
tion" — Acts ii. 31. And, in this animating 
sight, well might he exclaim, as he does in 
tlie last verse of the 1 7th Psalm, " As for me, 
I will behold thy face in righteousness; I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake with thy 
likeness." 
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ON WHAT IS TERMED "THE LORD'S 
SUPPER." 

I AM not able to take any other view as 
to this supper, than that it is a sheer mistake 
to suppose any such observance was ever 
** instituted" by our blessed Lord. There is 
not a word in Matthew xxvi. which carries 
the matter beyond the then present hour. 
Neither is there in Mark xiv. Luke is the 
only evangelist of the three that notice the 
subject at all, who adds, "this do in remem- 
brance of me"— xxii. 19. John xiii. 1-15, 
while he relates at large what occurred at this 
last passover supper, as to our Lord's wash- 
ing his disciples' feet, and, by words that do 
savor of " institution," giving them the disre- 
garded injunction^ to do the like, is perfectly 
silent on the bread and cup altogether: a 
very signal omission in regard to an " insti- 
tution " in perpetuity ! It was evident that 
the disciples, with their tendencies, would 
keep up this supper in their day ; and their 
condescending T^ord, instead of forbidding it, 
simply told them to do it, henceforth, not in 
anticipation, but " in remembrance,'* of Him. 
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There is all the diflference between a permitted 
continuance and an imperative institute. 
Paul also, 1 Cor. xi. 23-26, conveys the same 
idea, that, while they did it, they should do 
it, not prospectively, but retrospectively, by 
the words, " this do ye, as oft as yt drink it, 
in remembrance of me ; for as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup," &c. ; and 
though some other words of Paul in this 
place are so much relied on for an institute 
in perpetuity, I cannot see, in them, any 
force in that direction. It is plain, that if he 
was not to be a "whit behind the very 
chiefest apostles," he must be brought up to 
their amount of knowledge, and informed of 
what passed at this last memorable passover 
supper, as well as on other occasions, when 
he, " as one bom out of due time," could not 
have been present. Especially was this ne- 
cessary for his authority in rebuking dis- 
orders in the continued observance. What 
he thus learned seems to have been "by 
revelation," and this among the rest. It i« 
a mere account of that supper, without an 
added word favouring the notion of an 
institute. Of course both the ancient pass- 
over supper and the probable continuance of 
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it by the disciples alike " showed the Lord's 
death ;" and as He had not discouraged the 
view of His return even in the time of some 
of them (" if 1 will that he tarry till I come/' 
John xxi. 22), a view that promised the 
" being changed " instead of " seeing death,"^ 
Paul's addition of the words (not spoken, 
however, by Christ, nor to be found in the 
Gospels) "till He come" are made intelli- 
gible to us, as they, doubtless, were soothing 
to disciples partaking of the supper. 

But while it is my deep conviction that 
the common belief in an institution by 
Christ of "the Lord's supper" is an actual 
delusion, which nothing in the New Testa- 
ment supports, it is also to be acknowledged 
how remarkably the weakness of the Church 
has been met by the condescension of her 
Head. It is a fact that, so far as we know, 
His apostles judaised throughout their day I 
Even from primitive times to our own, real 
Christians have not known how to do without 
external observances. And the witnesses 
against them, still, are few. These, of the 
Supper and Baptism, be it specially noted, 

* We shall not all sleep (die)^ but we sliall all be changed — 
1 Cor. XV. 62. 
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brought in the basis for that fabric of Ritual- 
ism now deplored by so many. It is this 
yearning for the outward that has been, as I 
believe, at the root of the perpetuation of 
water-baptism and the " bread and wine " as 
*' ordinances " in the spiritual dispensation of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet it is much 
more by way of explanation why we disuse 
them, than with the least disposition to 
reflect on those to whom they are so dear, 
that the matter is thus opened out. Expla- 
nation is really due from Friends on the 
point ; more so than many of them may be 
at all aware. Such is the attachment (1 had 
almost said enslavement) to these "ordi- 
nances," against which our testimony stands 
alone, that our very Christianity is challenged, 
when it is discovered that we do not use 
them, more especially the " bread and wine." 
The " Evangelical Alliance," professing to l)e 
a union of all those who love the Lord Jesus, 
expressly refused admission to Friends upon 
thifl ground ; and, as far as in it lay, un- 
christianized us, for holding that there is 
but "one baptism" of Christ by the Holy 
Ghost in perpetuity in His Church ; and 
that His supper is spiritual, being the feeding 
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by faith on Christ our passover, sacrificed 
for us (Rev. iii. 20). This may be forgotten 
now ; but was the subject of a published 
correspondence between our late dear Friend 
J. J. Gurney and the Alliance ; and which 
certainly had the effect, from the extravagant 
stamp thus set upon externals, of deepening 
my own sense of the need, no less than of 
the truth, of our testimony. Moreover, 
when, after forming acquaintance with the. 
religious of other denominations, they find 
(for it is by no means generally known) that 
we have no observance whatever in the 
form of " Holy Communion," there is nothing 
short of blank amaze. I had to be made 
aware of this in my intercourse with one of 
the brightest and most experienced Chris- 
tians (of the Established Church) that it was 
ever my privilege to know, who, though with 
much sweetness, manifested, on learning that 
we had no "sacrament," an amount of surprise 
and disappointment that was really touching. 
And it seemed to me that our evening, on 
that occasion, was not misemployed, in such 
a full elucidation of the grounds, upon which, 
while we hold to the spiritual Supper and 
Baptism, we disuse their symbols, as (juite 
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(I reconciled that dear friend to our practice in 
this respect. It is, therefore, the object of 
i .this paper, to commend to my brethren a 
I voluntary approach to this subject, with their 
(Christian friends of other persuasions ; be- 
(*,ause it is plain that we are so injuriously 
misunderstood upon it, even by the spiritually 
minded. And let not Friends begrudge a 
little time and pains in such friendly ex- 
planation as may set right both themselves 
and our Society with those of any other (all 
others being known to feel strongly on the 
point) with whom they may be brought into 
association. 



THE PRAYER OF JABEZ. 

" And Jabez called on the God of Israel, say- 
ing, Oh that thou wouldst bless me indeed, and 
(»nlarge my coast, and that thine hand might 
be with me, and that thou wouldst keep me 
from evil, that it may not grieve me ! And 
God granted him that which he requested." — 
Chron. iv. 10. 

This eminent example of comprehensive 
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prayer is made the more remarkable by its 
abrupt irjsertion among dry genealogy that 
may \7ell raise it into prominent relief. All 
that we are told of Jabez is that his mother 
gave him " his name Jabez, saying, l)ecau8e 
I bare him with sorrow;" and that "he was 
more honourable than his brethrer." But 
we learn enough of him to believe that his 
mother's " sorrow " was turned into joy ; and 
that his path in this mortal life was the path 
of the just — for we also learn, from the w^ords 
in connexion with his prayer, that it entered 
into the sacred ear, was accepted, and fulfilled. 
It is very probable that he was, even physi- 
cally, of finer mould than his brethren, and 
of a nature more impressible. Certain it is, 
however, that he was taught of God to pray 
with a fulness and force that cannot be sur- 
passed. He evidently felt that temporal 
blessing would not supply his need, "Oh 
that thou wouldst bless me indeed /" And 
we cannot but suppose that, in his view, the 
"enlargement of his coast" referred to the 
extension of his spiritual borders, by his 
increase in an overcoming faith. It is plain 
that he had learned, with all the children of 
God, that his own right hand could not save 
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him, when he put up this petition, "that 
thine hand might be with me." Instructed 
also in his own frailty, and in the grievous- 
ness of sin, he concludes with the request, 
" and that thou wouldst keep me from evil 
that it may not grieve me V He calls upon 
a prayer-answering God ; " and God granted 
him that which he requested." 



THE NAME "FEIEND." 

Though I have written on the name, the 
odious name, "Quaker," let me add a few 
words on the name " Friend." For while it 
has reached me that there is much concur- 
rence with my views of the former, it is 
also suggested that the latter is clearly, 
though less, objectionable. There is so much 
ambiguity in the expression — if I say, " I met 
a Friend there," those to whom I speak, if 
" Friends," know not whether I mean a per- 
sonal Friend, or a member of the Society. 
Then, if the sense of the expression have 
degenerated from that of " Friends of Truth " 
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to that of Friends among themselves (as I 
now think it hits, for a rejiaon to be given 
presently), it is an unreasonable assumption, 
that fails in the attempt to carry it out ; and 
which, contrary certainly to our usual modes 
of speech, promises more than it performs. 
My reason, however, for thinking that this 
has become the acceptation of the term, is 
drawn from what is to be observed in certain 
routine " forms " given in our Book of Dis- 
cipline to be used by Monthly Meetings. 
Thus, in the case of a ** removal," possibly 
disputed and the subject of a correspondence 
scarcely "loving" between the meetings — 
say from Hardshaw East to Hardshaw West, 
with a diflFerence between them wide as north 
from south — it is not deemed enough that 
their printed form of the "removal" begins 
with " Dear friends," but the document must 
finish by declaring not only that Hardshaw 
East are the friends of Hardshaw West, but 
that they " remain " such " with love /" 

It often seems to me, as one hears several 
of these "forms" read rapidly in succession, 
and then signed by the clerk on behalf of the 
meeting, that it was going a long way for 
our scrupulous church to commit all its 
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Monthly Meetings to this printed undertak- 
ing. But, at present, it is only adduced to 
illustrate the position that it really appears 
as if the Society had designed to indicate 
friendship among its membera by the ap- 
pellation of " Friends." Could it, else, have 
enforced, by so violent a method, stereotyped 
assertions of their mutual " love ?" Yet con- 
sidering how our meetings are constituted, 
and all the circumstances into which they 
may be thrown, with the coldness, if not 
collision, that may possibly subsist, such 
printed "forms" appear to pre-suppose an 
ever-flowing fountain of " love," in a manner 
scarcely consistent with the actual conditions 
even of religious society. We must not 
assume more for meetings that differ, thau 
for Paul and Barnabas in their contention. 
Yet, while it was " so sharp between them," 
I doubt if honest Paul would have saluted 
Barnabas as liis " dear friend," or would have 
set his hand to the assurance that he " re- 
mained, with love, his friend," even though 
this loving procedure had been commended 
to him by the lively invitation of a printed 
form. 

But to return to our main point. Is there 
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any satisfactory substitute for these names 
of "Friend" and "Quaker?" It is to be 
greatly feared that, if there were, it is now 
too late to get it adopted. Therefore it 
seems hardly worth while to spend time in 
devising a new name. Could we begin again 
with the matter, I almost think the one word 
'^Primitives'' might express, so far as one 
word could do it, that which is distinctive in 
the tenets of the body, which aimed at con- 
formity with the Primitive Church. Perhaps 
all that can now be done is not to acknow- 
ledge, save under protest, either of the names 
by which we are distinguished; while un- 
doubtedly that of " Friends " is, in comparison 
with the offensive name " Quaker," at least 
innocent, though failing to be descriptive. 



THE THEOLOGY OF BUNSEK 

The character and labours of this eminent 
and regretted author have been so copiously 
treated already in the " Friends' Examiner," that 
1 only propose to offer a few suggestions upon 
the type of his theology. I will not say that 
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it is of that German tj^pe which casts the 
vail of a- spurious spirituality over the lead- 
ing features of Christian truth. But I must 
think that while Bunsen, in his works and in 
his life, has vast power in the freshening of 
theological subjects, and even in quickening 
religious energy, he cannot be deemed a safe 
guide of religious thought. I remember, so 
long ago as the first coming out of his 
" Hippolytiis," being earnestly asked by a dear 
friend of his, and of my own, whether I 
considered it orthodox? and my reply, "I 
have not found it heterodox," or to that 
effect, may convey some notion of the esti- 
mate formed of his theology. 

His great idea (as appears from "The Life") 
that man could restore Christianity to its 
central place, may perhaps as well explain 
the questionable nature of his religious teach- 
ing as almost any other or more laboured 
illustration. Christianity finds its true place 
in the heart, the church, and the world, and 
stands or falls in that place, solely in the 
immediate power of God, and not by any 
wisdom or adaptation of man. Another 
favourite view of Bunsen, and indeed his 
aim, was to reconcile Christianity with the 
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thought of the age. But he scarcely seems 
to perceive that this can be done only as the 
thought of the age becomes influenced by the 
enlightening and rectifying energy of revealed 
truth — by the living power of Chiristianity 
itself. "Reconciling" may even have the 
sense of mutual concession, of taking some- 
thing from Christianity and yielding some- 
thing to **the thought of the age," and if 
employed in such a sense, it needs scarcely 
be added that the most favourable critic 
could not but "find it heterodox." Men are 
to submit their human reason, implicitly and 
unreservedly, to the authority of Divine Re- 
velation. It is reasonable to do so. And it 
is not the reconciliation of Christianity with 
the thought of the age, but subjection to 
Christian sanctions, that is really wanted. 
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"Tlie Continuity of Scripture, as declared by the Testi- 
mony of our Lord, and of the Evangelists, and 
Apostles." By William Page Wood, Vice-Chan- 
cellor [now Lord Hatherleigh, Lord High-Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain]. London: John Murray, 
Albermarle Street. 1867. 

Though a work of no assumption, this is a 
valuable contribution to the treasury of Bible 
illustration and defence. It presents in a 
very striking manner the evidences of unity 
of design and continuity of scope that bind 
together the Old and New Testament. It is 
no wonder that here we have the cogency 
and lucidity of a profound mind, accustomed 
to weigh and to marshal evidence. Nor is it 
any matter of surprise to those who know 
somewhat of the course, in private life, of the 
justly respected author, that here we have 
also the proof of that allegiance to Holy 
Scripture, and of that love to Him of whom 
it testifies, which mark the genuine and ex- 
perienced Christian. 

To those who (like the writer of this notice) 
were attracted to the volume by the name of 
W. Page Wood on its title page, soon after it 
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came out, and who (like him) have enjoyed 
its contents, it cannot fail to be a cause of 
rejoicing that its author now fills so exalted 
a position of honour and of influence. Nor 
let it be deemed out of place to dwell for a 
moment on this encouraging feature of our 
times, that the foremost men in the present 
Cabinet are men of prayer. Undoubtedly 
the teachincj of the New Testament is liberal- 
izing ; but what hopes would the experienced 
Christian feel able to found upon the " liberal- 
ism" of mere opinion in the Government? 
while he can found a strong hope on the 
liberalism of a Cabinet whose most prominent 
members have gleaned their principles from 
the field of Holy Scripture. Hope for the 
(country's weal must follow the belief that its 
councils are swayed by men who pray for 
the guidance and the wisdom that are from 
above. 

The plan of this important work may be 
best explained by an extract from the preface. 
This compilation " was in fact suggested by 
the attempts lately made to invalidate the 
authority of the Old Testament, by some 
who assert that a faith in our Lord as God 
does not necessarily involve a belief in the 
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authenticity, or even the truth, of the books 
of the Old Testament. I purposely avoid in 
this publication all critical inquiry. At some 
future time " [and appreciating readers will 
desire that it may not be distant] " it may 
possibly be permitted me to examine the 
supposed evidence on which are based some 
very confident assertions of a self-styled 
*high criticism/ Assuming the learning 
to be profound and accurate which has col- 
lected the materials for many such critical 
performances, the logic by which conclu- 
sions are deducted from these materials is 
frequently grievously at fault, and open to 
the judgment of all who may have been 
accustomed to sift and weigh evidence. But 
for the present I assume that I am addressing 
believers only. The work of criticism, and 
that of Faith or trusting Love, cannot advan- 
tageously be carried on at one and the same 
time." — Preface, p. 30. The author's plan 
more definitely appears by the table of con- 
tents: — I. The testimony of our Lord ; 1. To 
the New Testament as a whole ; 2. To the 
writings of Moses (idl five books) ; 3. To the 
First Book of Samuel ; 4. To the First Book 
of Kings ; 5. To the Second Book of Kings; 
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6. To the Second Book of Chronicles; 7. To 
the Psalms ; 8, To Isaiah ; 9. To Jeremiah ; 
10. To Daniel; 11. To Rosea; 12. To Joel; 
13. To Jonah; 14. To Micah; 15. To Ze- 
chariah; 16. To Malachi. II. The testimony 
of the Evangelists and Apostles ; by which 
second list it appears that "they refer to 
every single book of the Old Testament, with 
the exception of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
the Song of Solomon, Lamentations of 
Jeremiah, Jonah, Obadiah, Nahum, and 
Zephaniah, but," says the Preface, " as our 
Lord refers to Jonah, and as portions of our 
Lord^s genealogy appear to be taken from 
Ezra and Nehemiah, we have only six books 
out of the thirty-nine constituting the Old 
Testament which are not referred to in the 
New. But, besides this, our Lord and the 
writers of the New Testament, over and over 
again, refer to the Scriptures as a whole ; 
and the fact that the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, so referred to, are the same as 
those which we now, in common with the 
Jews, recognise, is supported by two weighty 
considerations : first, the extreme improba- 
bility of the Jews leaving, since our Lords time, 
allowed any alteration in them ; secondly, 
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from the existence of the Septuagint transla- 
tion made before our Lord s time, and from 
which, indeed, some of the citations in the 
New Testament are taken" — Preface, p. 32. 
In the body of the work are found at large 
the parallel passages in the Old and New 
Testaments, side by side in the same 
column, according to the order in the Table 
of Contents. The interesting and forcible 
Preface itself, of 41 pages, which the limits 
of this notice preclude the attempt to follow, 
unfolds the general internal testimony to the 
unity of all Scripture under three heads : 
— '' 1 . The Historical Unity of Subject — the 
o;reat epic, if I may venture reverently so to 
<*all it, of the Creation, Fall, and Restoration 
of Man ; 2. The Moral Unity, or the unity 
of design, with reference to Man's moral 
preparation for the great Work of Redemp- 
tion ; 3. The Spiritual Unity, or the uniform 
declaration of the complete restoration of 
fallen man to his Fathers love, by the free 
mercy of God the Father, through God the 
Son as a Mediator ; One who, though man, 
should be free from man's guilt and willing 
to oflFer up Himself as an atoning sacrifice 
for all mankind ; thereby drawing all men 
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to Him, and purchasing for them the gift 
of God the Holy Ghost, by whom their 
hearts would be renewed to a state of 
loving obedience" — Preface, p. 12. 

Two quotations must not be omitted from 
this Preface, before a brief one is made, in 
conclusion, from a " postscript " at the end of 
the volume, Paul reckons it " to be the chief 
privilege of the Jews that to them were 
committed ' the oracles of God-' The whole 
soul of every writer of the New Testament is, 
in fact, imbued with the Old, and may be 
said in very truth to have assimilated the 
Old Testament as a part of itself. No be- 
liever is surprised that one and the self-same 
Spirit, even the Spirit of Truth, should ex- 
hibit such oneness of thought and expression. 
It was left to criticism of the present day to 
discover that in the 53d chapter of Isaiah 
(which Philip the deacon expounds as relating 
to Christ), and in the 22d Psalm, cited by 
our Lord Himself on the cross, there is no 
reference to a Messiah" — Preface, page 35. 
" The Christian who reads simply his Bible, 
and especially the New Testament, as the 
great charter of his pardon and of his free- 
dom — who has once experienced the convic- 
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tion that his Lord * spake as never man 
spake ' — will find, as in moral, so in faith or 
loving trust, his feet are planted on the rock. 
It is in order to foster this spirit of calm 
repose that I have confined myself to the 
simple task of comparing Scripture with 
Scripture. Let me venture with unfeigned 
humility to make one suggestion, as to the 
mode in which, as it appears to me, it be- 
comes those who are assured of the truth of 
God s word to meet the attacks from time to 
time made upon all that they hold most dear. 
I confess that I cannot too strongly express 
my own convi(*tion that all irritability, all 
scornful reproach, all sarcastic retort, towards 
gainsayers, imply rather an unsettled state 
of mind than a rooted faith in our own 
(convictions. Our only feeling towards oppo- 
nents should be that of a real desire to 
believe them sincere, though grievously erro- 
neous, in their opinions, and a consequent 
hearty wish for their being rendered capable 
of the happiness which we ourselves experi- 
ence in believing. Every man who knows 
the * plague of his ovvn heart ' may well feel 
humbled at the thought, that with all that 
has been done for him, his conduct is often 
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80 far behind that of others who appear to 
be blind to the best instruction ; and if he 
evince any bitterness of spirit in controversy, 
he may well feel that he affords but a sorry 
inducement to his opponent to range himself 
amongst the disciples of Christ. Those who 
feel themselves wanting in self-control had 
assuredly better avoid all occasions of contro- 
versy, and the reading of controversial works 
... But rather let him who believes make 
himself thoroughly master of Scripture ; let 
him ' inwardly digest ' it till it becomes a part 
of his own soul ; let him study it daily, and 
pray for the Holy Spirit to guide him into a 
right comprehension of what he reads ; and I 
will venture to aflSbrm that he will then calmly, 
without irritation on the one hand or fear of 
his weakness being surprised on the other, 
rest in the fixed repose of Eternal Truth. 
So let it be" — Preface, page 41. The whole 
of the "postscript" deserves transcribing: 
it notices how "the world's history" has 
been conformable to the "announcements 
of the Word ;" and adds, in relation to gain- 
sayers of Christianity setting up a parallel to 
its conquests in the spread of Mahometanism, 
that " the Koran contains much of the Bible, 
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both of the Old and New Testament: the 
denunciation of idolatry, the doctrine of the 
one true God, give it therefore some of that 
living power which ever accompanies the 
Word of God." ... "To sum up the 
argument, the Bible has been continuous in 
its historical object, in its predictions, and in 
their fulfilment in Christ. The Bible has 
been continuous in its moral object, the 
eradication of selfishness in every form, and 
the supplanting of it by love. It has been 
continuous in its spiritual object, the raising 
of man to a consciousness of his everlasting 
existence, and of his redemption from his 
miserable spiritual degradation by the love of 
God the Son ; and his regeneration by God ' 
the Holy Ghost. The fruits of this wondrous 
Book have been no less continuous — namely, a 
gradual advancement in morals and mutual 
loving sympathy in all nations that have 
accepted its teaching, and in proportion to 
their simple acceptance of it, whilst a fright- 
ful outburst of evil has taken place where 
for a while its authority has been spurned and 
rejected by those who had been once sub- 
jected to its influence. Universal philan- 
thropy, professed independently of, or rather 
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in opposition to, Christ's teaching, sent thou- 
sands of innocent victims to the scaffold. 
The personal sense of this blessed continuity 
in those who have once heartily welcomed 
the teaching of their Bible is a matter of 
experience which, addressing, as I do, be- 
lievers in its truth, I may also thankfully 
dwell upon. I do not believe that anyone 
who has sought for guidance or comfort in its 
pages has ever failed in his hope ; though, of 
course, to any one who reads simply to criti- 
cise, or to judge that Word by which we believe 
we shall be judged, it would be vain to ad- 
dress any argument deduced from personal 
experience. 

"If there be one characteristic of the 
Bible by which it may be most briefly con- 
trasted with every other work intended to 
afiect the lives and conduct of men, it is this : 
that it is historically, not argumentatively, 
didactic. It does not tell men merely what 
they ought to be, and leave them there, but 
teaching them how and for what purpose 
they were created, it tells them also histori- 
cally that they have hopelessly fallen from 
that condition ; it tells them historically that 
they could only be restored by one standing 
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outside their corruption yet partaking of 
their essence — that such a one could only be 
Ood Himself; and historically also that such 
;i. Saviour has appeared, has lived as man, has 
suffered in agony of body and spirit the full 
])enalty of man's fall ; and further historically 
also, that He, our Redeemer, has risen from 
the grave, and ascended into heaven, and 
poured down on us the blessings of the Holy 
Spirit. Much has been said about leaving 
youug people to their unbiased judgment. 
But if this had been intended by the Author 
of our being, we should not have been 
ushered into the worid as infants, but as 
full-grown men or women. Authority must 
and ever will form every human mind. Well 
is it for us if that authority be divine. Well 
is it for us that we can listen to the living 
Word, whose words are spirit and life. His 
actions live in the pages of that blessed Book 
ever before our eyes, that we may follow His 
steps, not merely listening to moral sentences, 
but imitating His example, and growing, as 
cjiildren do, in the likeness of Him to whom 
we are thus looking up. When we wake up 
after His likeness we shall indeed be satisfied 
Avith it. Christianity is thus for ever to be 
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an historical, and not a merely philosophical 
doctrine. It is for ever to be embodied in 
living spirits, their life derived from that of 
their Head, and forming one great continuous 
historical whole, even the church catholic 
marching forward in one continuous march, 
as militant on earth, to the triumphant and 
eternal glory of their abode in heaven. Their 
course, like that of a sunbeam, cannot be 
broken — 

One army of the living God, 

At His command we how : 
Part of the host has crossed the flood, 

And part is crossing now. 

Make us to be numbered with thy saints, in 
glory everlasting!" — (p. 128). 



KEBLE AND TENNYSON. 

"The Christian Year " will live longer than 
any of the poems of Tennyson, even though 
they be true poems. It may not have 
escaped a tinge of ritualism ; but it embodies 
much of the substance of revealed truth, and 
lays hold of the perpetuities of Christianity. 
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()f course it only got, in common consent, 
that hold, by virtue of ite own intrinsic 
power. But by this means it secures its own 
existence, and gains an immense advantage 
over any poem of Tennyson. Keble is much 
more equable than the Laureate. It is true 
that he wrote so much less, as for this to be 
the less praise; but Tennyson has written 
far too much for his reputation, and is per- 
haps the most unequal of all real poets. Some 
of his smaller pieces, also, in periodicals and 
newspapers, are undoubtedly such as a clever 
schoolboy would be ashamed to own ; in fact, 
little short of an insult to the public. And 
with all his character for painstaking, his 
larger works, in portions of them, are marked 
by a singular slovenliness, by extravagance 
in coDception and poverty in execution. 
This observation, however, applies less to "In 
Memoriam" than to his other books. Keble 
is finished without being feeble. Tennyson 
can lead at will through foriests or conserva- 
tories; but Keble is the skilful landscape 
gardener who bids art assist, without defac- 
ing nature. Both, it is needless to say, are 
masters of language, and concur in the rare 
and exquisite union of tenderness with pre- 
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cision, and of delicacy with force. Tenny- 
son, indeed, has "a method" even in all the 
" madness " of passion, and can express the 
emotional so as to stand analysis. Some of 
his lyrics have a freshness and power that 
remind one vividly of those in which Shak- 
spere sometimes indulged, even in the midst 
of his great works. 

Keble is devotional, not sensational ; but 
devotion in his hands is "by the graces 
dressed." Both are in general delightfully 
perspicuous, and in this respect valuable 
teachers of the age, that, even in poetry, 
obscurity is not elevation, and that true 
poets are no "children of the mist" Because 
the two in question are probably the most 
attractive of our later day to intellectual 
and appreciative readers (such as those of 
this periodical), these suggestions are oflFered. 
For it is not only interesting, but needful, to 
discriminate between them. Keble is always 
holy and elevating, and, whatever had been 
his theme, would ever, from his beautiful 
morale, have maintained a spotless purity. 

The works of Tennyson, on the contrary, 
are occasionally disfigured (for instance, the 
" Idylls of the King"), by a moral coarseness 
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not easy to account for as proceeding from a 
mind of such high order. Could it be that 
this tincture was thrown in to bring out in 
strong relief prevailing beauties? If so, it 
was at best a blunder. High art does not 
invoke black art, and the pleasurable sense 
of beauty is not enhanced, but alloyed, by 
the intrusion of deformity. 
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PAET 11. 



NOTES ON SOCIETY TOPICS* 



I. — TESTIMONIES OF DECEASED FRIENDS. 

A FEW general remarks on this subject may- 
be best made after a Yearly Meeting, to 
which none suggesting them have been pre- 
sented. It is not at all in my line to pro- 
pose changes : yet, such are the difficulties 
that beset this practice of the issuing, by a 
chain of meetings, these testimonies, that, 
seeing we have The Annual Monitor^ which 
mostly contains their substance in advance, 
it has become with me a matter of some 
serious doubt whether the disadvantages do 
not exceed the advantages of the practice in 



* "Society Topics" — u e-, topics relating to the religious 
Society of Friends. 
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question. In such a record as The Annual 
Monitor y generally acceptable to Friends, 
but not committing them, memorials of 
religious charactei* and experience, without 
distinction as to station in the Churcli, are 
valuable to us. They are thus obtained in a 
shape freed from the objection that attaches (as 
will be presently suggested) to " Testimonies " 
issued by the Society, or under the authority 
of any of its Church meetings. Divested of 
all such authority, the individual biographer, 
whether in the pages of The Annnul Monitor 
or otherwise, exercises his own judgment, 
without compromising the body, as to his 
mode of delineation and comment. Like 
other biographers he may be held at liberty 
to draw a faithful portrait; to bring out 
faults as well as excellences : to point the 
moral and "improve the occasion." But 
it is a very grave question whether our 
Church, the guardian and exemplar of a 
sweet Gospel order, can rightly do so. It 
admits of no exception to individuals in any 
of its Church meetings but through an 
official agency, only set in motion after large 
private care and labour. And I am not able 
to see such a Church in any other than a 
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false position, when receiving and publishing 
"faithful" testimonies, reflecting, in any 
portion of them, upon the individual con- 
cerned. It does not appear to me to mend 
the matter that he is dead : no longer able 
to answer for , himself ! But it may be 
asked, — who will deny that testimonies, if 
drawn up at all, should be " faithful ? " I 
venture to reply that bringing individuals, 
as they do, so publicly before the Church in 
the Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings, 
— the due Gospel order exacts that the 
" faithfulness '^ which describes faults shall 
not appear ; while, so far as the record goes, 
it must be true. If this estimate of what 
belongs virtually to the Gospel order be 
entertained, so that the whole tiruth cannot 
appear, then the document naturally takes 
so much the tone of eulogy that it seems, at 
best, a very doubtful measure. And as to 
ministers especially, such are the "infirmities" 
with which " the power of Christ " has some- 
times been known to " rest," that the whole 
truth might present rather the memorial of 
human weakness than of Christian attain- 
ment Therefore, it may not have been wise 
to expand the brief ancient testimony into a 

M 
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memoir. A few facts of the course of 
service were formerly required, and if this 
was felt to be meagre, it was also safe. 
Such few points originally designed to be 
embraced are simple enough. Has it not 
l)een a mistake for the Church, instead of 
being contented with such simple records, to 
have turned biographer? Quite enough, in 
my view, for it to have turned historian and 
pamphleteer (in cases wherein the names of 
authors might have left us uncommitted), 
without entering upon a ground so delicate, 
in the well-known judgment even of wise 
heathens, as treading on the ashes of the 
dead. If it has been recognised by Chris- 
tians as a just no less than tender heathen 
axiom, that we should only, even in pri- 
vate, speak good of the dead, how can we 
promote the taking by the Church the 
position it must occupy in the adoption, 
publication, and circulation of " faithful " 
testimonies ? 

Great allowance must be made for the 
difficulties of meetings, in certain cases, in 
former years. Yet I have never lost the 
painful impression made, long ago, in the 
Yearly Meeting, by a "faithful" testimony. 
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It is well that meetings are no longer bound 
to issue these memorials. Many other ob- 
jections to them, which have latterly seemed 
to overshadow the good effect, might be 
stated. But I have preferred to restrict 
observation at present to the one great point, 
. touching the sweet Gospel order among us, 
which may not have struck others in the 
same way. 

II. — SILENT meetings: AS THEY OBTAINED 
AMONG EARLY FRIENDS, AND AS THEY 
HAVE BEEN KNOWN IN OUR OWN TIMES. 

It is needful to observe the marked distinc- 
tion between such meetings at these different 
periods. In the former, so far as I know, 
they were temporary ; and if, in any instance, 
lasting for three or four years, only a grateful 
pause from the weariness of forms and the 
glut of words. But they were also the result 
of life, and the nurseries of ministry. On 
the other hand, in the latter period, such of 
them, as some of us have but too well known, 
have been permanent, having almost the 
look of an institution to outsiders ; have not 
been the result of life, but too often the 
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tokens and precursors of decay. I therefore, 
with all my love of silence, and longing in 
certain meetings for more of it, have felt 
restrained from exalting it above its right 
place. The privation of spiritual gifts marks 
a low estate ; and we must not accommodate 
ourselves to it, by setting up theories that, 
while they lighten the due humiliation, 
might repress the striving after more anima- 
tion and fruitfulness. Some years ago, a 
Friend remarked to me that within their 
Monthly Meeting, of which he had long 
been Clerk, comprising several Particular 
Meetings, the voice of ministry had not been 
heard, except from visitors, for forty years ! 
The late Report of the Committee on Minis- 
try and Eldership states that there is no 
speaking of any sort in 108 of our Particular 
Meetings at the present time. I am not 
going to dwell upon these facts, to magnify 
thcnr importance, nor, legist of all, to depreciat-e^ 
silence ; but, in the face of them, think it 
better and wiser to take the instruction they 
convey, than to seek reconciliation to them. 
If in places, now not a few, danger may 
impend from the " much speaking ; " if iu 
some cases "the land" may scarcely be "able 
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to bear all the words," it may yet be most 
safe to discourage the redundance by other 
means than by the attempt to exalt silence 
above its due value as the helpful aid of 
spiritual worship. 

III. — ELDERSHIP. 

is there ground for the notion that the 
Friends who, under the name of elders, sit 
with ministers in "select"* meetings, must 
possess any special "gift" for the oversight 
of ministry ? Has not the subject of elders 
been embarrassed for want of more simple 
views respecting it ? Where is the need for 
insisting upon a special " gift " for eldership ? 
There may be, and doubtless is, a " calling " 
to occupy such a place in the church as is 
marked by having a seat in " select " meet- 
ings ; but the notion of a special " gift " for 
judgment, charge, and oversight of ministry 
being required in an " elder," has excluded 
from these meetings Friends who might have 
been most useful in them, but who could not 
be induced to enter them in a character they 
felt no qualification to sustain ; and how the 



• A term only employed for couyenience. 
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Monthly Meeting for discipline, which makes 
the appointment (subject to some prelimi- 
naries), can judge of such a "gift," which, if 
rightly exercised, is exercised in absolute 
privacy, it seems not easy to see. 

If it be granted that "select" meetings 
have their v^uable uses, and that they should 
not be composed of ministers only, — ^then it 
follows that the assessors with them, under 
whatever name, should sit in these meetings 
in some intelligible capacity. And I think 
it follows, on the principle that rejects any 
hierarchical pre-eminence, that these assessors 
should sit with equal rights, and therefore 
not as subject to "revision," unless the 
ministers be*also subject to it Now, what is 
the "intelligible capacity" in which certain 
Friends should join ministers in "select" 
meetings ? Is it not to l)e found mainly in 
the qualification to be united in the feeding . 
and care of the flock ? And if such Friends 
are made willing, without any prospect of 
becoming "ministers" themselves, occasionally 
to give expression in meetings for worship to 
their exercise for the congregation, so much 
the better; for so much the more are they 
prepared for the true service of "select" 
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meetings. Thus their own perception of 
what belongs to the work of the ministry is 
quickened and enlarged, and they are better 
enabled, in those conferences which should 
have place in such meetings upon the state 
of the ministry, to add the contribution, not 
only of judgment, but experience. Tosuoh con- 
ferences between elders and ministers the 
true oversight of ministry belongs ; and it is 
clear that incorporation, not distinction, be- 
tween ministers and elders should be desired, 
from the fact that, in perception of what is 
or is not right ministry, true ministers miust 
be elders, while one can hardly go farther 
than to say that those under the name of 
elders inay be such in reality. It is very 
important that these assessors or elders (for 
if only there be a right understanding of 
their function, the title of elders needs not 
to be given up) should be mainly chosen 
from among those who are yet in the strength 
of their day. Here, contrariwise from minis- 
try, the choice of the Church comes in ; and 
it does not honour an important function by 
treating it as not calling for the vigour of 
our powers. It njust also, of course, look 
for some good amount of religious experience 
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in those it would place in "select" meetings, 
as well as for clean hands and sound judg- 
ment, as these qualities have become known 
to the congregation, and given a good stand- 
ing in it. 

To recognize the bestowment of these quali- 
fications for functions so serious as would still 
(upon the understanding of this paper) belong 
to the elders, perhaps it would be as well to 
adopt the term of "recording" rather than 
appointing thejn. The "select" meetings 
would thus consist of the acknowledged 
ministers and recorded elders, both sitting in 
them in all respects on equal terms. Such 
meetings, I still believe — notwithstanding 
the natural repugnance among us to all ex- 
clusiveness — do perform important services, 
and minister a true edification, scarcely to be 
otherwise provided for. It is to these meet- 
ings that the Society commits, primarily, the 
watching over the ministry, as well as the 
consideration, in the first instance, in regard 
to acknowledgment of ministers.^ And while 
it lays no restriction upon any member of 
the Church, either as to offering advice to 
a minister, or even as to proposing an ac- 
knowledgment, it appears that the functions 
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SO committed to such meetings are well 
placed with those whom the body at large 
9eems to have constituted (so tx) speak) into 
a standing committee, on its behalf, for 
deliberations that could scarcely be more 
publicly entered into. 

The views here expressed in respect of a 
close incorporation, under like exercise, of 
ministers and elders, must not be understood 
as doing away with all distinctive function 
in the elder. At first sight it may not seem 
easy to reconcile some minutes upon elder- 
ship remaining in our book of rules with 
that committal of judgment to ministers and 
elders implied in the 4th Query to their 
meetings, as to the due administration of 
counsel or encouragement. But all these 
provisions may be found in harmony, when 
we remember that, though ministers are 
united in the deliberations, the channel for 
such communication resulting from them as 
may be required is through elders. Indeed 
it were a great loss if this understanding did 
not continue to prevail, operating as it does 
so favourably to the protection of those who 
speak in the ministry, elders being very 
generally in the present day judicious, con- 
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aiderate, and tender, and standing as a shield 
between the minister and more rash or harsh 
approaches. It relieves elders, however, to 
have the knowledge that they carry out a 
judgment, the responsibility of which is thu^ 
shared with ministers. Nor will it displease 
them for it to be observed, in conclusion 
(conformably to the title of this paper), that 
there seems to be this marked distinction 
between the acknowledgment of ministers 
and the appointment of elders, that in the 
former the Church acknowledges a gift upon 
public proof made of its bestowal, while in 
the latter the Church takes upon itself to 
appoint to an oflSce, the qualification for 
which, from the nature of the service, cannot 
be made proof of in like manner. 

IV. — NOTICE OF REMARKS IN ANSWER TO MY 



I THINK the dissent so mildly expressed might 
have been less if I had inserted in the begin- 
ning of my paper ("Is there ground," &c., that 
elders should have a " special gift ") as well 
as function — the four last words underscored, 
with which I now wish it had stood. For I 
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think the gift of discrimination as to ministry 
really resides where our Yearly Meeting, for 
practical purpose in the church, has certainly 
placed it, in Meetings of Ministers and Elders; 
with due regard, of course, as to acknowledg- 
ments and liberations, to the judgment of the 
congregation. My unknown American friend, 
however, considers that elders should have, 
par excellence^ the special gift of discerning 
in question ; whereas it seems to me to be 
proper to true ministers as well as to true 
elders; while a special function of the latter is 
to be the channel of communication for such 
counsel as may be due to those who exercise 
ministry in meetings for worship. Else the 
advising winu'^er might often enough, (such 
are the infirmities of most of us) be met 
secretly, if not more openly, with the proverb, 
" Physician, heal thyself.'' Thus, while con- 
tinuing to believe that the very health of the 
interior of our church is much connected 
with the closest incorporation of ministers and 
elders without any sharp line of demarcation 
between them, I also believe that, in their 
respective lines of service, in regard to counsel 
and oversight as to ministry (considered by 
our Yearly Meeting common to hoih, see Qur 
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query to Meetings of Ministers and Elders), 
there is a special function for elders, as well 
as a common exercise for ministers with 
them of the gift of discernment, touching 
the offerings in meetings. Nor do I think 
there is anything inconsistent with these 
views in the very interesting illustrations 
adduced, which rather appear to confirm the 
ideal of kindred exercise in the true ministers 
and elders. 

V. — ON INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC IN DIVINE 
WORSHIP. 

Dr Hawker had the reputation of being a 
high Calvinist ; but in meeting with his 
volumes I have been struck on looking them 
over to perceive that, very contrary to my 
expectation, high Calvinism is in them rather 
"conspicuous by its absence" than obtrusive- 
ness. They are prefaced by an explanation 
that the editor (anonymous) considered "a 
valuable book might be made by extracting 
from Dr Hawker 8 Commentary on the Bible 
the spiritual reflections which he has therein 
appended to the close of each chapter." 
This " commentary," I would add, the Doctor 
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called "the poor man's commentary," and 
perhaps on this account it was kept very 
simple, and probably less controversial than 
if intended for a higher class of readers. I 
should also like to add that as respects the 
two volumes, containing only the " spiritual 
reflections " so extracted, I quite believe they 
may be read (with allowance for occasional 
less satisfactory expressions) to real edifica- 
tion, being the reflex of a spiritual and 
devoted mind. 

In his spiritual reflections on Psalm cl. (p. 
550 of vol. i.) Dr H. says : — " I should not 
think it necessary to detain the reader with 
any farther observation upon the subject of 
praise in general, neither should I offer any 
comment upon what is here said, if there 
was not one point which I deem too interest- 
ing wholly to pass over, though I do not 
presume to propose anything decidedly upon 
it — I mean concerning the musical instru- 
ments with which the Lord is said to be 
praised. Having in the preceding Psalm 
humbly offered my ideas concerning the 
dancing spoken of in the hymns of saints, I 
venture to offer a thought upon the melody 
also with which those hymns and songs of 
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praise are commanded to be accompanied. 
I never have been able to satisfy my mind 
that the expressions here used of psaltery 
and harp, organs and loud cymbals, have the 
smallest reference to musical instruments. 
I am well aware that some commentators 
have conceived that they find authority for 
their use in what is said of the harps used in 
heaven (Rev. xiv. 2). But this, in my view, 
is advancing nothing; they might have as 
well contended that what is said of the 
streets of heaven being paved with gold 
literally means so (Rev. xxi. 21). If musical 
instruments were used in the temple service, 
we may humbly observe that they were 
suited to a dispensation of types and shadows 
only, similar to what the apostle saith of 
other figurative services in the church, which 
* stood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
washings and carnal ordinances imposed on 
them until the time of refoimation' (Heb. 
ix. 9, 10). According to my apprehension, 
under a gospel dispensation, and in a gospel 
church, the only stringed instruments to be 
used are the strings of the heart ; that the 
loud swelling organ and the timbrel mean 
the full chord of the renewed soul : so that 
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when the Holy Ghost calls upon the church 
to * praise God in the holiness of His sanctu- 
ary/ the believing soul who obeys this com- 
mand praise th God in Christ for the holiness 
of his nature, and the holiness of the renewed 
soul in Jesus. When the demand is, ' Praise 
Him in His mighty acts,' the soul of the 
redeemed swells in the loud notes of a con- 
scious interest in the mighty acts of Jesus' 
redemption " — Extracted from Spiritual Re- 
flections on the several Chapters of Holy 
Scripture. By the late Robert Hawker, 
D.D., Vicar of Charles, Plymouth. 2 vols. 
H. Washbourne, New Bridge Street, Black- 
friars. 1845. 

VI. — ON CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS SOMETIMES 
HEARD FROM OUR MINISTERS. 

I HAVE elsewhere ventured on some hints 
(see "The Gift of Ministry, as exercised 
among Friends," in " Eoot of Ritualism and 
other Contributions," &c.) that bear, some- 
what, oil this subject, but do not exhaust it 
They had reference, chiefly, to the way in 
which the ministry itself should be exercised, 
but did not exclude some allusion to the 
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matter of the present paper ; and if I now 
venture on a few more distinct hints, as to 
such "expressions," I hope it may be done 
gently, and be taken in good part, as from 
the simple wish to render a little assistance 
in a case which, from the unconscious tend- 
ency to something of imitation one of another 
in the gallery, may have its importance. 

I must continue to believe that whatever, 
in the communication, calls attention to the 
messenger, detracts from the Weight and 
acceptance of the message. Therefore the 
increasing use of such expressions as ''My 
brother," ''My sister," has not struck me 
favourably. Does it not amount to this — ^a 
claim for attention and interest, as a brother 
of me, and sister of me, while the real wish 
of the true minister should l>e to keep " me " 
out of view. For the same reason, all account 
of how, and when, the exercise that led to 
the communication came upon the speaker, 
is much better omitted; so, also, all the 
personal good desires for the hearers, which 
add nothing to the message, but convey, to 
the discriminating, a sense of self-reference 
in the messenger. 

I do not think that two expressions, which 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON SOCIETY TOPICS. 193 

are only incumbering, if not deforming, may 
be quite so common as formerly ; but we do, 
sometimes, hear them still: "The view of 
my mind,'' and " the feet of the mind." It is 
more simple to speak of our view (if we must 
speak at all, in any way, of ourselves)* than 
of " the view of our mind " — and as to " the 
feet of the mind," the sacred writers do not 
thus write — " to guide our feet into the way 
of peace " (Luke i. 79) seems quite as clear 
and suflGlcieiit as " to guide the feet of the 
mind into the way of peace." 

But a much more important expression, 
which indeed seems to me a grave misap- 
plication, has attracted my notice. I have 
been really surprised to observe, even on the 
part of able ministers, the applying,, to a 
present spiritual experience, of the words, 
'* which our hands have handled of the word 
oflife"(lJohni. 1). 

Is it not plain that the Apostle is here — 
as indeed the usual heading " He describeth 
the person of Christ" implies — attesting to 
the Holy Humanity of our Lord in His in- 
carnation? This is made clear by another 

• Peter Bedford strongly obiected to terms referring to self, 
in ministry, such as '*my mind," **my spirit," &c. 
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portion of the very same verse, " which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon/^ " For '' (proceeds the 2d verse) 
" the life was manifested " (God manifest in 
the flesh), "and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and show unto you that eternal life, 
which ivas with the Father, and was Tnani- 
fested unto us." 

To another serious mistake I would briefly 
allude, having often heard it made — viz., the 
use of " dwelt " in the past tense, instead of 
" dwelleth " in the present (which it is in the 
text itself) — in that most important deliver- 
ance of the Apostle, "in Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily " (Col. ii. 9). 

These last two hints seem entitled to the 
more attention from the very serious fact 
that, thus (while there is no intentional 
wresting), certain vital Christian doctrines, 
established by these texts in their right use, 
are not merely obscured, but absolutely lost. 

To conclude with a passing notice of a 
much more harmless "gallery text," I have 
observed a very frequent manufacture of 
what purports to be a text, though there is 
none such in reality : " Enter into the joy of 
your Lord, and into your Masters rest I" 
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It is the latter clause that is so added, without 
any addition (as I think) to the weight of 
the words, "Enter into the joy of your Lord V 
There is a fulness in the word " joy " which 
surely does not need the supplement of "rest ;" 
the latter being, in fact, of much lower signi- 
ficance. 

VII. — THOUGHTS IN RELATION TO THE PRE- 
SENCE OF friends' SCHOOLS IN OUR MEET- 
INGS FOR WORSHIP. 

It is no wonder that I should have shared 
the cogitations and solicitudes of other 
Friends in regard to such of our meetings 
as include schools in the congregation, as to 
whether there is real adaptation to their 
instruction in the much silence of our wor- 
ship. For as my own lot, in connection with 
meetings, has been cast in with those that 
contain large schools, the subject has been 
often before me. Nor does it at all consist 
with a due exercise on behalf of the congre- 
gation, that this portion of it, where exist- 
ing, at once so full of interest and promise, 
should not obtain a large share of thoughtful 
consideration and of secret prayer. At the 
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same time, it may be doubted if advantage 
arises from anxiety on this head, or if any 
true help would come in the way of an 
attempt — to which there might be an almost 
unconscious influence — at meeting the case 
by a sort of endeavour to adapt meetings 
and their services to the schools, forming 
often a large part of them. Friends' Schools 
should rather be adapted, in their training 
and teaching, to Friends' Meetings. The 
children of our people should be intelligently 
prepared for that worship of their own Church 
to which they are introduced, and taught to 
look for nothing beyond its own simplicity 
in the integrity of it. If meetings are held 
weightily they will be impressive, even on 
the young. In fact, there is far too much 
distrust of theiy* religious susceptibility in 
our solemn meetings. More confidence in 
this might relieve many fruitless anxieties. 
I remember, in the instance of a '' First-day 
School" of poor, ignorant outsiders brought 
to the Friends' meeting —much more because 
the teachers knew not how else to provide 
for their attending a place of worship than 
because they deemed it adapted to their con- 
dition — being much struck with the account 
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one of these teachers gave me of his visit to 
a dying boy of this school, who ascribed his 
conversion (for he died in peace, trusting in 
his Saviour) to the impressions he had re- 
ceived in this very Friends' meeting, held 
often in silence, and of the advantage of 
which, for their poor boys, the teachers had 
been so doubtful. / 

Have we not, then, a right to be hopeful, f 
as we sit in our meetings for worship with 
our schools, even in much silence, that the 
children of our friends, brought up in this 
mode of worship, instructed in its nature and 
its grounds, shall be more prepared, than we 
sometimes think them, to take part with us ] 
in it? 

We have knowledge (some of us) of the 
Lord's tender dealing with us in our child- 
hood, in our silent meetings, as well as at 
other seasons ; let us have faith that the 
children of the present day, with whom we 
thus meet, may be passing through the same 
experience. We may greatly wrong our 
Lord s love and power, in the days of His 
early visitation to their souls also, in too 
hastily, though with blameless intention, 
adopting a line of view that goes far to make 
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instrumental means essential, and that brings 
an undue craving for them in its train. 

It may seem a small point in so serious 
a subject, but assuredly the habit of self- 
restraint, which a school, so impatient (as is 
most natural) of inactivity, acquires in the 
diligent attendance of all our meetings, seems 
to me invaluable. Bums, with all his sad 
infirmities, is sometimes a profound teacher — 

" Reader, attend, whether thy soul 
Soar Fancy's heights beyond the pole. 
Or darkling grub this earthly hole 

In low pursuit ] 
Know, prudent, cautious self-control 

Is wisdom's root." 

I scarcely know a better mode of fostering 
the " holy habit " of self-control in the young, 
than their being well-accustomed to our 
meetings for worship, under those restraints 
which the purpose and the place impose, and 
which are felt to be more serious than those 
of the ordinary school discipline. 

Let me not repeat — for it may have been 
in The Friend that my paper " on the ad- 
vantages of indirect instruction " appeared — 
what has been already said a year or two 
ago, further than to add that this indirect 
instruction still seems to me to be often the 
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most eflFective — a view which might moderate 
desire for communication expressly addressed 
to schools or young people. If what is 
spoken be but rightly spoken, the influence 
will be good upon the whole congregation. 
What even the class in question require most 
to have impressed upon them in meetings is, 
not didactics, which in their studies they 
meet at almost every turn, but the reality 
and excellency of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and that He is with His worshipping people 
of a truth. This, the religious weight of the 
meeting, and the true authority of the minis- 
try, will best teach, and with an impression 
that may " return after many days ; " pos- 
sibly such as, even after long estrangement, 
may revive, recalling to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls, and to a sense of the blessed- 
ness of union with His Church and people. 

VIII. — WHAT ELUCIDATION OF OUR PKINCIPLES 
IS IT BEST TO CIRCULATE ? 

It is said that we are now in want of some- 
thing for distribution explanatory of our 
principles. I have heard Friends speak 
of several expositions of this sort that we 
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already possess (though some may be out of 
print) as applicable for the purpose, and yet 
not deemed quite adapted to it. There is a 
general and rather discouraging sense that 
such reading is not much sought after ; and 
that to multiply it might be only to rein- 
force the already large reserve of Devonshire 
House. 

Still, the want has been felt of that which 
should be at once readable and elucidatory, 
on behalf of the Society, to put into the 
hands of the serious and inquiring (perhaps 
especially on religious embassies) both at 
home and abroad. This want has, also, 
especial reference to something brief, and yet 
full ; compendious, yet comprehensive. 

I venture the suggestion that nothing 
might better meet the case than short abridg- 
ments of some of our biographies, well and 
wisely executed. A thread of narrative 
would give interest to teachings that, pre- 
sented alone, might be reckoned somewhat 
dry. Didactics, pure and simple, however 
true and able, might not make much way ; 
but when an attractive Christian character is 
set forth so as to interest the reader, and to 
commend to him the principles by which it 
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was guided, he will like to be informed as to 
those principles. And in such abridgments 
he would gain this information in a very 
easy but eflfectual manner- Even in one so 
brief as that of Stephen Grellet, which has 
been in print, the leading and distinguishing 
views of Friends could not fail to be conveyed 
to a mind of average intelligence. Nor, I 
think, could a really faithful though con- 
densed memoir of his friend, William Allen, 
be given, in separation from that which 
would show forth those leading and dis- 
tinguishing views of our body. In fact, 
there is no such effective illustration of 
Christian principle as the Christian practice 
to which it leads. Those who might lay 
down unfinished the " doctrinals " of George 
Fox, will not so willingly close his journal 
(especially in abridgment). And some, who 
might stumble at R. Barclay's "Apology," 
will go on pleasantly enough with the life of 
Alexander Jaffray, and may gather from it, 
availingly, " the true Christian divinity." 

There is even a deeper reason for teaching 
by examples rather than didactics. Not 
only that, as all admit, example tells more 
than precept; but that there is thus an 
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appeal rather to the heart than to the head. 
And it is a most profound divine axiom that 
" with the heart man believeth unto righte- 
ousness." Heartfelt impressions of the Truth, 
in contemplating the lives that have exem- 
plified it, are of more efficacy than any con- 
vincement of the reason. And though we 
are to receive divine things " with the spirit 
and with the understanding also," yet, to 
begin with the imderstanding is to begin at 
the wrong end. Take the yoke, then learn. 
He that will do the will shall know of the 
doctrine. 

I therefore confess to a jealousy, not fully 
shared by many of my friends, in going for- 
ward with the presentation of didactics, 
which address the understanding rather than 
the spirit, and afiect the judgment more than 
the conscience. To me there seems much 
more worth and completeness in presenting 
the living example, formed by the precepts, 
and governed by the principles of a pure 
Christianity — principles that are strung, per- 
ceptibly, on the thread of such holy and 
devoted lives as enrich the archives of our 
Church. William Penn was an admirable 
moralist ; but it is his carrying out so ill us- 
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triously in practice the full and unabated 
code of Christian morals that makes him. 
still, so impressive a teacher. We have had, 
even in our own day, able exponents of our 
principles; but it was given to William 
Forster to embody them in his dedicated 
course. J. J. Gurney might defend them 
with an unanswerable power, conclusive upon 
gainsayers ; but it is the record of his own 
blameless, useful, and devoted life, that touches 
the heart, and bids us " Go and do likewise ! " 

IX.^-SYNOPSIS OF THE EXERCISES OF THE MEET- 
ING OF MINISTERS AND ELDERS OF INDIANA 
YEARLY MEETING, HELD IN 1867. 

When I first read the notice of this interest- 
ing paper in the last number of the Frisnd^ 
which has given it currency among ourselves, 
it seemed to me that, amid much that was 
excellent in counsel, there was something in 
it that required correction. However, it was 
so much " against the grain " to animadvert, 
in the least degree, upon any procedure 
within the large, important, and friendly 
Yearly Meeting of Indiana, so lively in spirit, 
and designed — I cannot doubt — for extensive 
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service in the Church of Christ, that I then 
desisted from the attempt to supply the 
guard that appeared somewhat wanting. 

Upon further reflection, however, there is 
the hope that the slight corrective, which 
still seems called for, will not be deemed 
unfriendly abroad, while there may be a 
place for it at home. 

The subject of the ministry as exercised 
among us is at once so important and so 
delicate, that one is rather struck with find- 
ing in such a Yearly Meeting document as 
this the words, " it would almost seem to be 
a privilege to be allowed to prepare our dis- 
courses beforehand, in order to present them 
fi:ee from everything unnecessary," even 
though followed, as they are, by the avowal 
" we dare not do this ; " for the very allusion 
to an idea, so alien and antagonistic to our 
views, might tend to familiarise it to some 
minds, especially when immediately con- 
nected, as it is, with the assertion, " it is our 
duty to give our minds that training and 
discipline which will render our ministry 
most effectual." 

Here appears to me to be somewhat not 
only of a recognition of, but of a direction to, 
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a mental training for the ministry. But 
such have not been the ideas of our best 
ministers,, any more than the sentiments of 
our body from the beginning. What would 
Stephen Grellet and William Forster in our 
own times have thought of them ? They only 
looked, in regard to their ministry, for a 
"training and discipline" immediately ad- 
ministered by Him who had first given them 
" the opening of the mouth." The only hint 
of this nature as to mental training to be 
found under the authority of London Yearly , 
Meeting is the following : " Let them [minis- . 
ters] be frequent in reading, and diligent in | 
meditating upon the Holy Scriptures." Nor ' 
would it he safe for our Church to go further 
on this critical subject 

The real training even for conciseness, and 
all that is fit and becoming, is in a quickened 
sense of the restraints as well as the con- 
straints of the Spirit attending the progress 
no less than preparation of the minister. 
His mind may be, and ought to be, enriched 
by the stores of Scripture, appropriated by 
meditation, and ready to be given out, as i 
they are drawn out, in the apportioning of \ 
the Spirit, " dividing to every man severally ' 
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as He will." Sound general education, as 
distinguished from any '^mental training^' 
for tlie ministry, must not be undervalued 
in its service to the Gospel minister. To 
have acquired the good habit of speaking in 
language correct and intelligible does greatly 
help his service. Such sound education also 
tends to simplicity and brevity ; for it teaches 
perspicuity and condensation, to avoid ver- 
biage and repetition, and to state clearly what 
is meant to be conveyed. 

The point of conciseness much insisted on 
in this — in the main — very sound and in- 
structive paper, or " Synopsis," is most likely 
to be attained as the minister continues to 
be himself, or herself, a worshipper ; and as 
such, valuing the devotional silence of our 
meetings, not only fearing to break it with- 
out warrant, but also fearing to encroach 
long upon it, ^ven when the first movement 
has been warranted. That a meeting for 
worship among Friends should be occupied 
by a " discourse " is an unsound view ; but 
one to which I must think all suggestions 
tend for making "our ministry more effectual," 
by a special " training and discipline of our 
minds " for it. 
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This is not yet the judgment of experienced 
Friends. I gladly admit that this " Synopsis " 
subsUintially upholds the true ground of 
ministry ; but it is the enforcement of its 
being "our duty, as ministers, to give our 
minds that training" with a view to our 
ministry, which rather grates^ as at least 
more like the language of others than our- 
selves, as to one great point of our bond of 
union. Once impair the integrity of our 
principle of ministry, bound up as it is with 
that of worship itself, and the whole fabric 
of our distinguishing and Christian views is 
shaken and endangered. It seems as if the 
Church, through its Yearly Meetings, could 
hardly treat this great subject with too much 
caution and reserve, nor should give any 
uncertain sound by speaking upon it in a 
way at all liable to be misunderstood. If 
individual members make a public slip upon 
a vital matter they can explain; it is not 
easy for a church to do so. Enough, how- 
ever, has been said just to indicate where, in 
such a public document, likely to be read 
throughout our own Yearly Meeting, the 
guard requires to be set. 

In conclusion, let the sound, judicious, and 
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I instructive counsels on other points, scattered 
. throughout this very interesting " Synopsis," 
have free course on this, as well as on the 
other side of the great waters; while we 
may repose, also, with true satisfaction on a 
few words of London Yearly Meeting, issued 
as lately as 1835 : " Our views on the nature 
and source of Gospel ministry have under- 
gone no change. It is the prerogative of 
Christ Jesus to choose and to put forth his 
own ministers. A clear apprehension of 
Scripture doctrine, or a heart enlarged in 
love to others, is not of itself sufficient for 
this work. Whatever may be the talents or 
scriptural knowledge of any, unless there be 
a distinct call to the ministry, our Society 
cannot acknowledge it ; and except there be 
a ^ense of the renewed putting forth and 
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit,. we 
believe it to be utterly unsafe to move in 
this office." Such, I cannot doubt, must be 
also the judgment of our valued Friends of 
Indiana Yearly Meeting ; but they may per- 
haps perceive, that the expressions to which 
I venture to take some exception seem a 
little to favour the notion rather of a general 
call to the office than of the necessity of that 
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renewed putting forth which it is the main 
object of the paragraph just cited to uphold. 
And this main object would be frustrated by 
our getting to think or speak of the ministry 
and its exercise as if we ourselves could in 
anywise " tarain and discipline our minds " for 
this sacred office, 

X. — ON THE EXPRESSION "PUBLIC MEETINGwS/' 

It belongs to the imperfection of language, 
even under high civilisation, that we cannot 
always jfind a word or phrase that will con- 
vey exactly what, and no more, than Ave 
mean. And to avoid circumlocution, and 
for convenience, we come to adopt such 
words or phrases as do not precisely convey 
what we intend by them, until they pass so 
current that we quite forget their short- 
coming. Cobbett, a master of language, and 
who, from his " Gridiron " to his " Grammar," 
employed it with skill, defines its perfection, 
as an instrument of thought, to consist very 
much in its expressing just what we mean 
and nothing else. But, if smnething quite 
other than that we intend, and upon a very 

serious matter, is found to be conveyed by a 

o 
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word or phrase that has obtained currency, 
it is well for it to be, at least perceived, if 
not avoided. 

My attention has been called recently to 
our current expression ''Public Meetings," 
which appears to be one on this important 
subject, not only liable to misapprehension, 
but to be understood in a sense the very 
contrary of what Friends would wish to 
convey. One of my correspondents (a minis- 
ter in the north) writes me — " One wishes 
persons to know they are welcome at all 
times. My former thoughts on the subject 
were renewed within the last week, by hear- 
ing from the teacher of a small class of 
adults that some of them had told him they 
thought Friends ' wanted nothing with them 
but when they sent them word, and preferred 
l>eing without them.' Even if the word 
* public' be avoided, it may be difficult to 
prevent such opinions; but let us try to 
have as little misconception as possible." 
So far my valued correspondent, who so well 
expresses the gist of the matter that I shall 
leave it, after briefly setting forth a view, 
more peculiaily my own, which may also be 
worthy of some consideration. What is the 
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object of "Public Meetings" themselves? 
Let us hope, in the main, the conversion of 
souls, the drawing them to the Saviour, and 
to such a living acquaintance with Him as 
makes Him known, not only as the Shepherd, 
but as the Bishop of souls. But, surely, it is 
in full harmony with this Gospel concern to 
have also in view the holding up of a scrip- 
tural standard touching Christ's spiritual 
dispensation, as to a pure worship divested 
of stated services, as well as of forms and 
ceremonies. 

Now, if this be so, what can be more 
injuripus to our purpose than allowing the 
possibility of any discouragement to the 
attendance of our regular meetings by the 
serious inquirer to be deducible from our 
own language, whether by the phrase ''Public 
Meetings" or the mode of invitation to 
them ? It would be in our ordinary meet- 
ings for worship, according to my apprehen- 
sion, far more than in '' Public Meetings,' 
that such a serious inquirer might find that 
which would answer the panting of a soul, 
awakened to the sense that, in true worship, 
God is to be waited on, and all the " expec- 
tation" to be from Him. 
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XI. — HOW FAR WOULD IT BE BEST TO OBTAIN 
THE SANCTION OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE 
" CHRISTIAN WORK " OF ITS MEMBERS ? 

The amount and character of this *' Christian 
work" has assumed such proportions and 
such importance, that, even in our Church 
meetings, it can hardly fail to be taken some 
notice of; and the inquiry whether the 
Society should not, itself, both sanction and 
guide it, may naturally arise. But it seems 
to me that the best fostering support this 
valuable " Christian work " can receive will 
be rather from individuals than the body. 
There must be a large number who have 
true sympathy with the labourers, though, 
as yet, they may ha^^e remained outside of 
their work, which might be aided by judici- 
ous counsel as well as material help. And 
there is room for the more experienced, 
though, from years and otherwise, the less 
able to co-operate, to take a very real share 
in the work, by approaching their younger 
friends engaged in it with cordial sympathy ; 
giving their minds, with their purses, to the 
concern ; and laying themselves open to be 
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consulted. There is no doubt that these 
suggestions of e^cperience, dictated by a true 
interest in these efforts, and adapted to give 
them a still greater hold on the confidence 
and support of Friends very generally, would 
be gratefully received by the actual workers. 
Thus would the virtual sanction of Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings be obtained, in the 
veiy general interest and aid of their mem- 
bers. And seeing that these meetings seem 
much as the hands, while the Yearly Meeting 
is more as the head, of our community, I 
think it better, in every view, that whatever 
desirable amount of Society sanction should 
be put forth, on behalf of benevolent and 
Christian work within our borders might 
come from the Yearly Meeting, which, as 
the head, bestows the most authority, than 
from Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, which, 
as the hands, may be more likely to inteifere. 
There can hardly fail to be somewhat of 
the experimental, if not of the crude, — 
especially in the work specified as "Chris- 
tian," and calling for so much wisdom ; and 
the upright and devoted labourers should be 
left, with the aid of private counsel, to feel 
and find their own best way : while, at the 
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same time, it would be a serious matter for 
meetings of discipline to be anywise com- 
mitted (by committees or otherwise) to im- 
mature proceedings; with which, however, 
ofl&cial interference should scarcely inter- 
meddle, though it might not be easily 
avoided. I think the Friends' Temperance 
Society, and, later, the Friends' Foreign 
Mission Association, have really been better 
oflf, have acted with more vigour and freedom, 
in their independence of Society or oflScial 
recognition. Enough may be found in our 
" Book of Doctrine, Practice, and Discipline," 
to commend their objects availingly to the 
body at large, by encouraging its members 
in their efforts for both objects. This, as 
already hinted, appears sufl&cient sanction, 
being, as from the head, authoritative. Much 
also may be found in the same book in 
cordial sanction of " Christian work." But 
I prefer to quote from the proceedings of the 
last Yearly Meeting ; which, by accrediting 
and circulating through the Society the 
Report^ from which I quot^, has clothed it 



• Report of a C-ommittee of the Yearly Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders, adopted by that Meeting, and forwarded to the 
Yearly Meeting. 
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with its own endorsement : " Other friends 
also, who are not engaged in First-day school- 
teaching, have felt themselves called to ser- 
vice of a similar character [meetings for 
religious instruction set up by the teachers] 
amongst those around them. In a few 
instances these meetings have been so large 
as to require for their accommodation the 
use of a public room; in the majority of 
cases they consist of smaller numbers, as- 
sembling in cottages or other private houses. 
Of these a few are more exclusively of a 
devotional character ; but generally they are 
occupied in scriptural and other religious 
reading, with periods of silent meditation, or, 
as ability is aflforded, with exhortation and 
prayer. The gathering together of such 
companies, more particularly on First-day«, 
when the time may not be too fully occupied 
by other religious duties, has appeared to 
the Committee to be especially worthy of 
the consideration of others amongst us. If 
entered upon in simplicity and in reliance 
on Divine help and guidance, watching unto 
prayer, adequate strength will be given, and 
a blessing will be found to accompany it. 
S)Tnpathising warmly with these effoits for 
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the religious good of others, the Committee 
greatly desire the encouragement of those 
who are thus engaged. May they often seek 
to have their qualification and their strength 
renewed by waiting upon the Lord, both in 
the privacy of the closet and in the public 
worship of God." 

In another part of the same Report the 
Committee say : " They have also heard with 
satisfaction of eflforts which have been made 
by Friends in various parts of the country 
for the spreading of the truth among the 
population around them. To this end pro- 
vision has been made in some districts 
for the holding of meetings periodically in 
closed Meeting-houses, or other appropriate 
buildings." 

May not these considerations, and, chiefly, 
these extracts, relieve, or even remove, any 
s(;nse of the want of Societ}' sanction for 
"Christian work?" 

XII. — A WORD IN RELATION TO THE "CHRISTIAN 
WORK " OF MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY. 

If there be any opposition from within our 
borders to such Christian work, it must 
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arise from some mistaken view of the true 
mission of our Qwn society. There can be 
no inconsistency with its principles in such 
labours for the less enliijhtened around us. 
So long as our recognized meetings for wor- 
ship (however increased by the attendance 
of the objects of these labours) are held 
after our manner, no one has a right to 
object to the holding of meetings of another 
character for the spread of religious instruc- 
tion. Nor can it be alleged that even much 
communication in the meetings for worship 
themselves, under concern for the class of 
attenders in question, introduces any incon- 
sistency, seeing that one of our cardinal 
principles maintains freedom of speech on 
the part of any one exercised on behalf of 
the congregation; in other words, the true 
"liberty of prophesying." The labourers in 
" Christian work " have no need, therefore, to 
admit the smallest discouragement from a 
partial lack of sympathy, still less to be 
careful in any vindication of their work. In 
fact, it would be a libel on the Society to 
assume that such work required vindication. 
They will stand strong, rather in taking the 
ground that it is they who (like myself) do 
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not tiike part in it, that should make their 
excuses. Years, infirmities, or incapacities, 
may be valid ones, and where co-operation 
is wanting, true sympathy and cordial en- 
couragement may none the less abound. 
But the example of the first Friends, and the 
teaching of our Book of Discipline, in accord- 
ance with the precepts of Holy Scripture, 
most fully sustain the members of the Society 
of Friends in this excellent Christian work. 
Shall it ever be said of us, that it has been 
found needful amongst us to 'make excuse 
for doing good, and to apologize for efforts 
to instruct the ignorant and convert the 
sinner ? Nay, rather, let the faithful labour- 
ers in this good cause cease from shewing 
pleas in its behalf, and silence opposition 
(if such there be) by showing, as the apostle 
James recommends, ''their works with meek- 
ness of wisdom." 

These lines, while they aim to strengthen 
the hands of those, especially of our younger 
Friends, who thus devote themselves to 
Christian efforts for the instruction and the 
winning of souls, are not intended to encour- 
age the entering upon such efforts on any 
other -ground than that of individual con- 
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viction of duty in the matter. However we 
may feel that the harvest is plenteous and 
the labourers few, our prayer should be that 
the Lord Himself would send more labourers 
into the harvest. In the highest of all 
missions, the proclaiming of the gospel, there 
is a depth, not always recognised in the 
inquiry, " How shall they preach except they 
be sent ? " which I take to be, not the send- 
ing of man, but of God. And, in its measure, 
the " Christian work " in question demands, 
to be availing, a share of the same call and 
qualification. A well-intentioned imitation 
may lead into such services, but to persevere 
in them requires the root of " religious con- 
cern." We cannot, therefore, persuade into 
paths in which individuals do not find their 
own footing. Let the constraining love of 
Christ warm the heart, and the steps in ways 
of doing good will follow. It is better and 
safer to be kindled than to be urged. 

XIII. — ^JAMES BACKHOUSE. 

This is another loss to the Church and to the 
social circle that cannot but leave a marked 
impression. Our dear friend was one who, 
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even in advanced years, was pleasant and 
companionable with the young, as well as 
with his cotemporaries. Addicted to scien- 
tific pursuit, and in the service of the gospel 
a world-wide traveller, great was the vaiiety 
and extent of his information. His genial 
disposition, and the confidence he inspired, 
made him generally acceptable ; and the 
soundness of his heart in his Lord's statutes 
(Ps. cxix. 80) gave to his conversation and 
his life a real power to edify. His large 
religious experience was remarkably attended 
by tenderness of spirit; and he had so learned 
of Christ as to acquire in his measure " the 
tongue of the learned to speak a word in 
season to him that was weary." His public 
ministry was eminently sound, edifying, and 
not "too long drawn out." Though very 
frequent, it was also very lively, so as to 
bear sweet evidence of its sacred spring. I 
believe him to have been an Israelite indeed, 
in whom was no guile, so that be had the 
testimony of his conscience, which is now 
that of the Church, that " in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not by fleshly wisdom, but 
by the grace of God, he had his conversation 
in the world." Firm and unshaken to the 
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end in the faith of Jesus, we reverently and 
consolingly believe that he sleeps in him, to 
awake in his likeness ! 
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